Polisci Lecture October 21, 2014

Thinking Determines Action
· Why 9/11? Part of the explanation is radical islamist ideology.
· Why the Occupy Wall Street protests? Part of the explanation is a rejection of corporate capitalism in its current form.

Ideologies
· Systems of ideas with histories.
· Aim to shape social change.
· Dynamic ideologies adapt to historical circumstances.

Ideology: Origin and Key Parts
· Destutt de Tracy (1790s)
· Saw ideology as a ‘science of ideas’.
· Napoleon Bonaparte
· Now (2014): Social/Political Worldviews
· Four Functions: Explanation, Evaluation, Orientation and Prescription.

Explanation
· Why the social/political/economic world is the way it is.
· War, poverty, ethnic tension, peace, prosperity.

Evaluation
· Why social and political phenomena are good or bad?

Orientation
· How you fit into the social world?
· Provides individuals with an identity.
· Provides a political compass.

Political Program
· Says what should be done and how it should be done.
· Explanation is a diagnosis; program is a prescription for a sick patient.
· Conception of a good society as a goal.

What are NOT necessarily ideologies?
· Anything ending in “ism”
· Terrorism: A Strategy
· Sado-Masochism: A Hobby

Democracy: An Ideal
Religion: Usually emphasizes god & afterlife


Human Nature
· What Human Beings are Like
· Competitive, Cooperative, Adaptable
· Limits political possibilities.

Freedom
· Each ideology defines this differently.
· Three Parts: (A) Agent, (B) Obstacle, (C) Goal
· A is Free from B to Achieve, Be, or Become C.

Ideology and Revolution
· Original meaning of “revolution”: “return to an earlier condition”.
· French Revolution 1789: New Meaning.
· Revolution means radical change.
· Overthrowing the old order.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Left and Right
· Meaning derives from the French.
· Revolution: Seating in the National Assembly – For or Against Change.
· Left if for Moral, Political, and Social Equality.
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