Polisci Lecture October 16, 2014

Markets
a) Oversupply goods with positive externalities.
b) Undersupply goods with negative externalities.
c) Both A and B
d) Neither A nor B
e) Always produce an optimal number of vibrators

Rawls: Some Key Ideas
· Choosing principles of Justice
· Basic Structure of Society
· Original Position and Veil of Ignorance
· Impartiality: “Justice as Fairness”

What POPs Know
· They are in the circumstances of justice.
· They are moderately self-interested.
· Between scarcity and abundance.
· They have a sense of justice.
· They have a conception of the good.
· This is a so-called “Thin Theory of the Good”: they want primary goods.

How Would POPs Choose?
· Which decision-rule would they use?
· Maximax? No
· Utility Maximization? No

Which Principles Would be Chosen by POPs?
· Principle of Greatest Equal Liberties
· Principle of Fair Equality of Opportunity
· Difference Principle
· Lexical Priority Rules

Why Choose Greatest Equal Liberties?
· Veil of ignorance makes it irrational to discriminate against anyone.
· Maximize your share of primary goods, so…

Why Choose the Difference Principle?
· Maximin is the rational choice.
· Finality and risk aversion.
· Problem: ‘Maximization with a Floor’ seems more desirable than the difference principle.


Intuitive Equality of Opportunity Argument
· Prevailing View: Equal Opportunity.
· Choices and Circumstances.

Kymlicka’s Two Objections
· Rawls is Correct to accept the choice-circumstance distinction, so…
· Compensate for natural inequalities.

Nozick’s Entitlement Theory
· Distribution need not fit a pattern.
· Patterns: need, ability, desert.
· Nozick: historical and unpatterned.

Taxation
· Rawls: Taxes on Wealth Need Not Be Invasive.
· Nozick: Taxation is on a Par with Forced Labour.

Assessment of Nozick
· Correctly emphasizes the value of making our own choices
[bookmark: _GoBack]

TS ———
Jhem
FEEE e

-

p enicns iy

£ Dt s sk Vol rorsce
5 iy o Pt

Ty et e
oy ety e

© o itk

T o e oG by s iy s
R v ey

TR

W gl Wkt sty PO
" e o g Lrcs
Dt e
£ ey s

Wiy e G st eries
et grans s et s sn g
© e ety oo

Gt s
W s s
£ P e i 3 P antate tn e
i ponco



