Liberalism,  Part One
Polisci Lecture Notes October 23, 2014

Nationalism
· A historical and territorial community of belief.
· Active, culturally distinctive.
· Ethnic origins but created by states.
· Combines with different ideologies.

What is Liberalism?
· All Liberals aim to promote individual liberty.
· Liberals value liberty.

Brian Barry on Liberal States
· Religious toleration.
· Freedom of the press.
· Abolition of slavery (servile social status.)
· No religious dogma can reasonably be held with certainty.
· Every doctrine should be open to critical scrutiny.
· Fundamental equality of all human beings: inequality is an artifact.

Human Nature and Freedom
· Rational, self-interested.
· Fair competition & equal opportunity.
· Individuals should be free from legal barriers, customs, and conditions to live as they choose.

Medieval Europe
· Religious conformity.
· Ascribed status.
· Feudalism.
· Challenging ascribed status.

Protestant Reformation
· Against Church Corruption.
· Against Priestly Authority.
· Tradition and Ritual versus Reading and Doing.

Resistance and Freedom of Conscience
· Luther and Calvin: Non-Resistance
· Later Calvinists: Right to Overthrow
· Leads to Religious Toleration

Liberalism in England: 1
· 1640s – English Civil War.
Liberalism in England: 2
· 1688: Glorious Revolution
· Constitutional monarchy
· Freedom of worship for dissenters.
· Locke.

Liberalism in America
· 1776: Tom Paine’s Common Sense
· Government is a necessary evil
· Legitimate government protects our natural rights.
· 1776: Jefferson’s Declaration of Independence.
· “All men are created equal”
· Liberalism and Republicanism.

Liberalism in France: 1
· The Old Order’s Three Features:
· Religious conformity.
· Aristocratic privilege.
· Political absolutism.

Liberalism in France: 2
· 1789: Declaration of the Rights of Man of the Citizen
· Liberalism: Tolerance, Equal Opportunity, Constitutional Government
· Republicanism: Fraternity, Civic Virtue.

Liberalism and Capitalism
· Seeking Economic Liberty
· Against Mercantilism
· Inter-Country Competition is NOT a Zero-Sum Game.
· 1714: Mandeville’s Fable of the Bees
· Mandeville: Private Vices Generate Public Benefits
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