Polisci Lecture Notes Oct 9, 2014

Against multiculturalism
· Ghettoization
· Emphasizes our differences rather than what we share in common as citizens.
· Danger of internal restrictions.

For multiculturalism
· External protections.
· Integration of fair terms.

Karl Marx 1818-1883
· 19th century German philosopher, inspired revolutions in Russia, China, etc.
· Followers called “Marxists”.

Money Changes Everything
· Money transforms human relationships.
· Turns human relationships into commodities; into degraded things.
· Money is the “Universal Whore”.
· Money talk debases our language.

Property, Utility, Rights and Liberty

The Problem of Distributive Justice
· Who should get what?
· What should be distributed?
· Money? Opportunities? Rights?

What are property rights?
· Owners of resources have [limited] rights to determine what to do with them.
· Objects, land, buildings, factories.
· Cluster of rights: possess [exclude others], use, sell, give away, and destroy.

What justifies a system of property rights?
· Promoting utility (utilitarian answer)
· Utilitarianism
· Distribute things to maximize happiness, well-being or utility.
· Impartiality: Equal Concern
· Diminishing marginal utility suggests goods should be distributed equally.



Robert Nozick’s Libertarianism
· Basic rights include the right to private property.
· Entails free-market capitalism with a minimal state.
· Forced redistribution is illegitimate.

John Rawl’s Liberal Egalitarianism
· Unrestricted free markets generate unacceptable inequalities.
· Commitment to freedom means equal freedoms for all.
· Redistribution can equalize freedoms.

The Income Parade
· How is income distributed?
· Income translated into height.

Global Income Inequality
· Richest 5% = One Third of Global Income
· Poorest 80% = One Third of Global Income
· 1.4 billion people live on less than 1.25 per day.

Wealth Inequality
· In Canada
· 46 billionaires = bottom 14 million
· In USA
· Collective net worth of richest 1% (1.5$ trillion) is larger than Canada’s GDP.

Rousseau on Private Property
· The true founder of civil society.
· Private property is a huge factor in the development of civilization.
· Fruits of the earth belong to us all; the earth itself belongs to nobody.

Locke on Private Property
· Nozick: Three parts of a theory, initial acquisition, transfer, and rectification.
· What justifies excluding others?
· Locke’s Argument from Survival
· Fundamental law of nature.
· Property in whatever we need to survive: fruits and nuts.
· Two Provisos
· First Proviso: Non-wastage of property.
· Second Proviso: Leave enough and as good for others.
· Problems with the Survival Argument
· Doesn’t generate property rights in land, machinery and capital.
· Doesn’t explain how we come to own things.


The Labour Mixing Argument
· Individuals own themselves and their labor.
· Property arises through mixing one’s labour with unowned nature.
· Problems
· Seems unfair to those unable to work.
· Mixing doesn’t automatically generate ownership: Nozick’s can of tomato juice.

The Value-Added Argument
· Labour adds value to nature.
· Adding value generates ownership rights.
· Cultivating a plot of land should make that land 100x more productive, he says.
· Objection: Doesn’t justify property in what was already there.

The Argument from Desert
· Those who work productively deserve to enjoy the fruits of their labor.
· Problem: Again, seems unfair to those who can’t work, and (at best) justifies only value added.
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