Polisci Lecture Notes Oct 7, 2014

Liberty, Part Two
· Justifying the Liberty Principle
· Problems with Liberalism
· Citizenship and Multiculturalism

Next Time: Distribution of Property, Liberty, Inequality, and Locke’s Theory
Read: Wolff, 133-143

Mid-Term Test: Saturday October 25th, 10am – 12am
125 Multiple Choice Questions
1. Lectures (up to, and including Oct 16th)
2. Required Readings for Lectures and Tutorials (including week of Oct 13th on Animal Experiments)
Exam Review Session Friday October 24th

Why limit individual liberty?
· The action in question harms interests that ought to be considered as rights.
· Not all interests should be considered as rights.

Why do we have rights?
· Three Prominent Answers:
· 1. Self-Evident (Declaration of Independence)
· 2. Custom and Convention
· 3. Recognizing Rights Maximizes Utility

Indirect Utilitarianism Revisited
· Choose the system of rights that maximizes utility or happiness.

Does the liberty principle really maximize utility?
· Couldn’t we sometimes produce more happiness by intervening for a person’s own good?
· Example: Amy Winehouse, now deceased drug addict.
· J. F. Stephen: “Liberty is like fire.”
· A utilitarian theory of rights need not be a liberal theory.

The Permanent Interests of Man as a Progressive Being
· The idea is crucial for understanding Mill’s utilitarian liberal position.
· Human beings are capable of progress, they can benefit from experience.

Why Liberty, on Balance, Promotes Happiness?
1. Individual generally knows best what will make them happy.
a. Ex. Better for us to learn from our own mistakes.
2. Making choices exercises our distinctively human capacities.
3. ‘Experiments in Living’ are examples to be followed.
a. We can all benefit by following people who tried something new out and it worked.

Individuality
· From our thought and character freely and reflectively.
· Make our plan of life our own: pursue our own good in our own way.
· “If a person possess any tolerable amount of common sense, his own motive of laying out life is the best, individuals should follow their own plan, there’s a value in it being theirs, even if they make mistakes.”

Why is Liberty Valuable?
· Maybe liberty is intrinsically valuable: comparable to enjoyment.
· But many people dread freedom.

Mill on Public Indecency
· Sex in public is offensive, but not necessarily harmful to others.
· These acts may be restricted because they are offences against decency.
· But why, then, does Mill not restrict public pork eating that disgusts Muslims?

Communitarianism
· Liberals wrongly see individuals as isolated atoms.
· “Liberals are isolated from everybody else”
· Liberals wrongly think we can detach ourselves from current social practices.

Liberals Reply to Communitarianism
· We are not isolated atoms – our sense of ourselves comes from society.
· But we can question received views and practices, even if we can’t question all of them at the same time.

Mill on Liberty
· Only harm to others and offences against decency limit liberty.
· Basis: Utility of Progressive Beings.
· Individualism and Independence, not atomism or egoism.

Citizenship
· Common set of rights and duties
· Civil, political, and socioeconomic rights.

Multiculturalism
· Cultural diversity of modern societies.
· Challenges the idea of the “normal” citizen.
· Exclusion: Keeping minorities out.
· Assimilation: Forcing compliance with majority norms and practices.
· Marginalization: Forcing indigenous peoples onto reserves.
· Silencing: Institutionalizing the disabled.
· Demand for a more inclusive understanding of citizenship.
· We should recognize differences rather than stigmatize.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Accommodate differences.
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