Polisci Lecture Notes – September 30, 2014

What is going on in Hong Kong?
· Upcoming rigged election
· The only candidates allow to stand in election are those approved by Communist Party of Beijing.
· Looming demands for political reform in China.
· Tens of thousands of pro-democracy protestors.
· The Umbrella Revolution
· Stalemate and censorship.

Question 1: What is the relation between Hong Kong’s arrangements and the list of democratic institutional requirements from last Thursday’s lecture?
· Universal Rights to Vote & Stand for Office
· Elected Representatives Make Decisions
· Elections are Free, Frequent and Fair
· Freedom of Speech; Independent Media
· Freedom of Association
· Independent Judges

Question 2: Consider the late Ronald Dworkin’s reasoning quoted in Nigel Warburton’s book, Free Speech, 100-101: “Free Speech is a condition of legitimate government. Laws and policies are not legitimate unless they have been adopted through a democratic process, and a process is not democratic if government ahs prevented anyone from expressing his convictions about those laws and policies should be.” Do you agree with Dworkin? How does this line of argument apply to Hong Kong?

The Principle of Fairnes
a) Objects to burden-sharing
b) Can’t justify limits to individual freedom
c) Condemns free-riding
d) Recommends that Gwyneth Paltrow should stop pestering Dr. Jones

Two Types of Reason for Valuing Democracy
· Intrinsic reasons
· Self-Rule
· Democracy embodies a commitment to freedom or self-rule
· Democracy = individuals ruling themselves
· Autonomy = giving laws to oneself
· Equality
· Democracy embodies a commitment to treating all as moral equals.
· Democracy = equal entitlement to participate.
· Politics for a society of equals.
· Against subordination and exclusion
· No natural subordination
· Inclusion of all adults equally in reaching collective decisions.
· Need education and resources to participate effectively.
· Instrumental reasons
· Better Decisions
· Democracy produces better results than its alternatives.
· No famine in a democracy with a free press
· The Democratic Peace Hypothesis.
· Better Citizens
· Forum Model only.
· Active citizen engagement.
· Develop citizens’ skills in making judgments.

Jean-Jacques Rousseau
· Rousseau: “The mere impulse of appetite is slavery, while obedience to a law which we prescribe to ourselves is liberty.”
· We can be coerced and free; we are forced to comply with laws.
· Freedom: in a democracy, laws are self-imposed.
· So, coercion is compatible with freedom: we can be “forced to be free” (Rousseau)
· Rousseau opposes democratic government because he thinks executive power should be held by the few.
· Rousseau supports democratic legislation because he thinks the people should make their own laws.
· Objection: Democracy is not a form of freedom.
· Those on the losing side are subject to laws they do not give themselves.

Rousseau’s General Will
· Citizens motivated by impartial concern for the public good.
· You should ask yourself: “What’s best for the community?”

Reply to Objection
· Democracy provides more autonomy than any other decision procedure.
· Democracy gives every citizen the opportunity to participate in law making.

Accountability and Interest Protection
· Dictators need not to take the people’s interests into account.
· Accountability to citizens constrains democratic leaders.
· Problem: Necessary but unpopular policies won’t be adopted.

Two Models of Democratic Input
· What goes into the process shapes what comes out.
· Market Model: Giving people what they want.
· Forum model: deliberation, discussion, and cooperative debate.
Forum Model of Democracy
· Emphasizes deliberation
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Equal influence = equal opportunity to participate in discussion
· Voting reflects wants after reasoning has changed them.
· Our democracy is not a forum.
· Powerful private interests dominate our discussions.
· Political market in which money generates unequal influence.
· Formal political equality combines with large economic inequalities.
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