Polisci Notes Sept 4

Malala Yousafzai
· 17 year-old Pakistani and BBC diarist
· Taliban shooting victim
· Victim of shooting October 2012, UN Speech July 2013

Three questions:
1. Descriptive
a. What rights do we have? What are the details? Who has the ability to make decisions?
2. Explanatory
a. Why are rights and freedoms better protected in some countries than others? Matter of religion, culture? Why is the world the way it is?
3. Normative
a. How should things be? Who should hold political power and why? Which rights should people have? 
b. (Should girls have the right to be educated?)

The Relevance of Politics

1. Power and Authority
2. Democratic Accountability
a. Idea that the people should rule
b. Everyone should make important political decisions
3. Political Decisions Have Consequences

First Term Course Texts: What You Must Read

Jonathan Wolff, An Introduction to Political Philosophy, revised edition, Oxford: Oxford 

University Press, 2006. (Abbreviated in this outline as ‘Wolff, IPP’.)

Nigel Warburton, Free Speech: A Very Short Introduction, Oxford: Oxford University 

Press, 2009. (Note: Wolff, IPP and Warburton are sold together for a special price.)

Terence Ball, Richard Dagger, and Daniel O’Neill, Political Ideologies and the 

Democratic Ideal, ninth edition, New York: Pearson, 2014.

Jonathan Wolff, Ethics and Public Policy: A Philosophical Inquiry, London and New 

York: Routledge, 2011.

-Break

Two Central Questions of Politics
· Who gets what?
· Says who?
· War decides these questions (Dresden 1945, Hiroshima 1945, Vietnam 1962-75, Iraq 1991, September 11, 2001)

Two Main Themes
· Political Ideas
· Political Ideologies

Five Big Ideas
· Political Authority
· Who should have the right to decide? Why should someone claim they are the government, the ruler, etc?
· Right to make and enforce the rules
· Imagine no laws and no punishment

· Political Obligation
· Why should I obey the law? Does the government have the right to my obedience? Is there a moral duty to obey the state?

· Democracy
· Should the people rule?
· Is democracy a bad form of rule?

· Liberty
· Is liberty (or freedom) valuable?
· How much freedom should I have?
· Is it okay to offend other people?
Example: Driving and Cell Phones
· How free should we be?
· Is it the state’s business?
· Is distracted driving dangerous?

· Distributive Justice
· Who should get what?
· Why should some have more property than others? Where does the right to private property come from?
· Why should my freedom be restricted?

Political Ideologies
· How do I fit into the world?
· How does the world work?
· What should be done?


Next time:
What is Politics? Power? Authority?
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