Polisci Lecture Notes – Sept 16, 2014

John Nash vs Adam Smith
· Smith: Individual ambition serves the common good.
· Nash: The best result comes from everyone doing what’s best for himself… and the group.

Which of the following is NOT a feature of Hobbes’s human beings?
a) Predominantly self-interested
b) Concerned about reputation
c) Seek to avoid their own death
d) Are fundamentally unequal
e) Seek power

Hobbes: Recap
· We need the state to avoid a war of all against all.
· Road to War: Equality, Scarcity and Uncertainty.
· Attack for gain, safety and reputation.
· Natural right of liberty.
· Laws of Nature (The Big Three):  Seek peace, lay down right of liberty, and perform your covenants.
· Individual and Collective Rationality.

John Locke (1632-1704)

Locke’s State of Nature
· The state of nature is a state of peace.
· Equality.
· Law of nature: do not harm other people, act positively to help them. All mankind should be preserved as much as may be.
· Natural liberty

Locke vs Hobbes
· Equality
· Law of nature
· Natural liberty.

Enforcing the Law of Nature
· Law of nature not in vain, so it needs an enforcer.
· Executive power of law of nature.
· Right to punish.

Scarcity or Abundance?
· Hobbes: Natural Scarcity & Conflict
· Locke: Natural Abundance of Land
· Locke: Cultivate Your Own Land

Why We Need a State: “Inconveniences”
· Problem: Administration of justice.
· Conflict about the law of nature.
· Some lack power to enforce the law of nature.

Jean-Jacques Rousseau (1712-1778)

Rousseau on Human Nature
· Humans have the desire for self-preservation.
· Humans – natural savages.
· Natural savages many years ago experienced pity or compassion for the suffering of others.

“Social Man” and Natural Savage
· Hobbes & Locke describe the civilized man.
· Civilization has corrupted us.
· Natural savage is unaware of morality.

Self-Preservation vs Compassion
· Scarcity creates a problem.
· Self-preservation trumps pity.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]So, war is invetiable.
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