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Tearing Down and Building a New Europe Part 1 

Administering Germany 
· May 1949 
· West Germany
· west powers integrate zones
· October 1949
· East Germany
· Soviet powers integrate 
· de-Nazification
· vagueness existed under Nazi control
· guided by the US in the west
· Wilhelm Furtwagler was one of the key targets for de-Nazification
· he was an important figure in West Germany 
· west Germans cast as Nazi’s while the east opposed them
· this was the east narrative at the time
· ‘Broadcasting in the American Sector’ was founded in 1946
· a form of propaganda and control

Nuremburg Trials (1945-1949)
· trials to pass judgment on Nazi leaders 
· early years were based on major leaders/criminals
· 19 were convicted of genocide or crimes against humanity
· these trials were the first of their kind

The Marshall Plan (1947-1951)
· Americans tried to stabilize parts of Europe that the USSR hadn’t reached
· they were attempting to de-legitimize the USSR in western Europe 
· ‘European Recovery Program’
· pledge of economic and technical assistance from the US to European countries who opted into a organization for European economic commission 
· 13 billion dollars
· used to maintain stability
· very successful in this endeavor 
· in 1951, European economy was above the what it was pre-WWII
· the Soviets saw this as buying off countries
·  USSR countries were allowed to participate

Truman Doctrine (1947)
· general US doctrine supporting democracy and freedom for any country
· originally pledged support for Greece and Turkey
· became a general ideology to control the development of the world 


Berlin Blockade (June 1948-May 1949)
· Stalin had enough of interferences so he closes all channels into Berlin
· all roads and railroads were closed for ‘repair’
· hoped it would bring more power to the Soviets
· it was a direct response to the Marshall Plan going on in West Berlin 
· in response
· allies dropped supplies from planes
· blockade proves ineffective
· suddenly, everything is miraculously repaired when allies refuse to give up
· ally zone is then consolidated to one, single zone 
· as opposed to the 3 previous zones

Soviet Takeover of Europe
· wanted a buffer zone from the west
· Poland gets screwed and becomes communist immediately following WWII
· Bulgaria follows in 1946
· named the ‘Peoples Republic’
· Romania, 1947 
· Hungary taken over in 1947
· In 1948 becomes a part of the USSR
· Czechoslovakia, last to fall in 1948

Conclusions
· nation-state and nationalism continue to evolve
· Nuremburg Trials set precedent for times, genocide and crimes against humanity
· split of East vs. West and cold war begin in this period 
· blockade shows mistrust between both parties
· Europe is divided into 2 spheres
· by 1948 it is completely geographically divided
· certain initiatives cross this border like
· soccer 
· music 
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