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World War II 
· September 1st, 1939: Poland is invaded by Nazi Germany and USSR
· Germany had been allowed to expand by Western territories, despite the Treaty of Versailles
· lifelong dream of Hitler to join Austria, Austrians welcomed Hitler, 1938
· acquisition of the Sudetenland, 1938
· Chamberlain returns from Munich with a peace declaration from Hitler
· August 1939; Stalin and Germany sign Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact
· a non-aggression pact 
· Britain and France declare war immediately on Germany after the invasion of Poland
· Europe is plunged into war
· when Hitler invades the USSR in 1941 (Operation Barbarossa) the USSR declares war on Germany
· Japan and USA are plunged into war after Pearl Harbour
· Germany declaring war on USA follows
· 1944, Allied landing in Normandy, German victory collapse
After the Second World War
· this period was significant in setting the scene for the rest of the century 
· Joseph Stalin
· born 1878 in Georgia, Russia
· worked up thru the ranks after Lenin’s death 
· industrialized the USSR significantly
· centralized government 
· turned the USSR into a self-sufficient state
· with his 5 year plans etc.
· the Ukrainian famine, where possibly 10’s of millions of people died, was almost single-handedly done by Stalin
· made the USSR an extremely powerful state
Significant Conferences  
· Yalta Conference
· February 1945
· Stalin, FDR, Churchill
· discuss the organization of post-war Europe
· FDR:
· main objective to secure Soviet aid in fighting the pacific war against Japan 
· wanted Soviet involvement in the soon to be UN
· Churchill:
· trying to establish free elections and democratic systems in Eastern Europe 
· Stalin:
· establishment of a Soviet sphere of influence in Eastern Europe
· wanted to maintain and stay in Eastern Poland
· pledged to allow free elections there
· a puppet communist regime was set up instead
· in respect to Germany;
· an unconditional surrender from Germany 
· post-war dismemberment 
· general consensus was to split German territories into 4 zones of occupation, USA, France, Britain and USSR
· Germany would undergo demilitarization and de-Nazification
· young people especially had to be de-Nazified carefully
· there was a series of hearings to see if people were Nazis or not
· in respect to Poland;
· how would the government be organized?
· a ‘communist provisional government’
· promised elections, they never happened 
· moved Poland west
· Potsdam Conference
· July - August 1945
· Churchill, Truman, Stalin  
· demilitarization, de-Nazification, democratization, decentralization, decartelization (an overpowering union)
· all to help create a peaceful post-war Germany
· confirmation of the 4 zones of occupation
· agreement on persecution of war criminals 
· the Nuremburg Trials
· favored the American point of view
· many were killed, committed suicide or exiled
· undoing German annexations
· Alsace-Lorraine
· Sudetenland
· Austria
· Western Poland
· expulsion of German populations
· war reparations
· the Soviets wanted the most
· they did have the most devastation
· it is decided Poland will be taken over by ‘The Provisional Government of National Unity’  
· based in Lublin
· recognized by all the powers
· the Polish army and its people had been destroyed by both German and Soviet forces
· there was also an uprising in which Soviet forces who were near by did not help the Polish army
· **Western suspicion begins of Stalin’s motives
· **Truman suggests to Stalin that he has a powerful new weapon
The Holocaust 
· the attempt to purify Europe’s population 
· Roma (gypsies)
· Jews
· Homosexuals
· not an anomaly necessarily, though the scope and system were not normal
· targeting of certain groups came out of the 19th century
· horrific episode in world history
· 6 million, approx. died     
· what it did do:
· decimated Jewish Europe
· very vibrant part of it
· Jewish culture, music, synagogues gone 
· Jews came to the conclusion that Europe would never be a safe place for them
· advocated that there needed to needed to be a Jewish ‘homeland’
The Atomic Bomb
· began working on in the 1930’s 
· the ‘Manhattan Project’
· under Robert Oppenheimer
· decision to drop 2 bombs, 1 on the city of Hiroshima and the other on the city of Nagasaki 
· why?
· domestic pressure
· people in USA did not want to expend more American soldiers
· there are numbers that imply over 500,000 more soldiers would have died or been injured
· they were fearful of Japan being a part if the Soviet Empire
· the detonation was done to show off the US military power to the Soviets 
· effects were horrific, and continue to be
· 6 days after Nagasaki, Japan surrendered
· 75,000 in Hiroshima and 50,000 in Nagasaki immediately 
· by 1945 thousands more (radiation)
· effects are still seen/felt today
· babies born with serious defects 
· Japan was then occupied by the US
· after the bomb, the USSR realized how advanced USA’s atomic force was
· beginning of the Atomic age 
Conclusions
· who won the war?
· intense rivalries and mistrust create the beginning of a cold war between the US and the USSR 
· the detonation of the Atomic bomb only exasperates these tensions
· Germany is demilitarized and becomes a country that pursues non-aggressive foreign policies
· becomes a key player in European integration 
· a key battleground in the Cold War
· Europe is divided with East/West lines
· Germany becomes a site of Cold War ideological contestation 
· ideas of the nation-state and nationalism continue to evolve
· Europe seeks solutions to the Holocaust 
· Japan becomes a key US pawn/ally 
· allows US to maintain a presence in East Asia
· later comes to serve as an example of post-war economic success
· [bookmark: _GoBack]the Holocaust sets the bar for crimes against humanity 
· both law wise
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