Society, Self and Difference in Identifying Identities- Lecture 6 Thursday March 1/12
Post-Structuralism
· Generally treat systems (structures) as fictitious constructs without inherent meaning or order

· There is not one, but many truths (signified)

· Social structures as subjectivity are understood as decentred or having an absence of a centre
· “At the level of social theory, the increasing attention to both gender differences and social divisions within feminism”- as well as race and sexuality generally- “was closely aligned with the influence of post-structuralism”- Elliott, 188

Questioning “Identity”
· “One is not born, one becomes, a woman”

· Simone de Beauvior, quoted in Elliott, 188

· She was the first person to ever consider gender in this way

· What is a woman? Brings this up but does not necessarily answer it

· “’Sex’ is a biological term: ‘gender’ is psychological and cultural one…”

· Ann Oakley, quoted in Elliott, 189

· Questions concepts of sex and gender, the notions of femininity and masculinity

· “One is not born, one becomes, a woman”

· Simone de Beauvior, quoted in Elliott, 188

· Or more generally, one is not born but instead becomes (is made into through discourse) a subject of a specific gender, sexual orientation, race…
- Franz Fannon***EXAM( 

· “It is not I who make a meaning for myself, but it is the meaning waiting for me.  It is not out of my bad nigger’s misery, my bad nigger’s teeth, my bad nigger’s hunger that I will shape a torch with which to burn down the world, but it is the torch that was already there, waiting for that turn of history.”

· Franz Fannon, “The Fact of Blackness”, 134

· He takes possession of words like “nigger” by using them, this was not common when Fannon was writing, first person to do this

· What is “the fact of blackness”?

· Can we also say that there is a “fact of womanliness” or a “fact of…” for other forms of identity?

· “Fannon uses the fact of blackness, of belatedness, to destroy the binary structure of power and identity: the imperative that “the Black man must be Black; he must be Black in relation to the white man.’”

· Bhabha, The Location of Culture, 237

· The idea of a normalizing centre that we seem to be unwilling to let go of in society

· Belatedness( When we experience things, we always expect to be experiencing them as we experience them

· Something being belated, we get stuff relayed to us, for Fannon, he is always something that comes after the white man

· National and cultural identities are also constructed

· Like the West, “the Orient is an idea that has a history and a tradition of thought, imagery, and vocabulary that have given it reality and presence in and for the West.” – Edward Said, Orientalism, 5

Foucault and Identity
· Foucault orders identities by comparing and contrasting levels of knowledge- does not use a hierarchy

· Identities are not fixed but instead studied as dynamic and non-unitary

· Considers the limitations of our system(s) of identification

· Ron Benner Cuitlacoche- In Memory of Michel Foucault 1985
· Traditional Native American corn put under picture of Foucault- chaos vs. order, dynamism, relating a culture that would not normally be associated with Foucault, but uses theory to address what Foucault is trying to do, how do we relate to a sign that is not part of our vocabulary 

· In The History of Sexuality he describes bodies as being disciplined

· Social structures function to “normalize”

· Sexuality is used as Bio-power to make the human body productive or useful to society

· Jamelie Hassan The Well 2001- records her sister-in-law giving birth, if we think about normalization and productive use of the body, the way the female body is treated in the delivery room is frightening- she has a curtain covering her view from seeing the baby

· Women lying down horizontal, instead of using gravity- why? Women perceived as incompetent?

· “For Foucault, the body is not “sexed” in any significant sense prior to its determination within a discourse through which it becomes invested with an “idea” of natural or essential sex”- Butler, “The Body Politics of Julia Kristeva,” 116

· Medical system as totality is what Foucault discusses

Absence of a Culture
“Cultures come to be represented by virtue of the processes of iteration and translation through which their meanings are very vicariously address to- through- an Other”- Bhabha, The Location of Culture, 58

· Deconstruction allows excluded narratives and alternative histories to be examined along side accepted discourse

· The absence of a single truth or meaning un-fixes (or un-hinges) identity, which becomes defined by differences

· Or, in Derridean terms, as the differance of difference
· “What I have liked about Derrida over the years is the obstinate naivete that makes him repeat the necessary but impossible questions beginning with “What is…”- Spivak, “Acting Bits/Identity Talk,” 775

· Spivak’s most important termy( subaltern, another sub terrain that’s not given a voice, they are subjected to the powers especially through globalization of corporate and global entities, and they have no say in what happens in their lives

· What is it to learn? – Important questions to Spivak, sitting by passively is not the answer

· Bauman suggests that sociology can benefit from “listening” to the events of the Holocaust

· We can apply these to other areas, idea of subaltern or alterity of voice, do these prisoners being walked to their deaths have a voice?

· Although it is “named” globally, what is the “voice” of the Holocaust that we hear?

· What does the Holocaust show us about identity?- Some of the most disturbing aspects of identity politics was going on during the Holocaust- us being numbered and institutionalized, this is not a coincidence- student numbers

· The Holocaust we know as an industry- scholars and people have put together a concept of Holocaust to sell it

Difference
· In Lacan’s mirror stage, identity is formed through a fundamental division
· “The self is an illusion, a narcissistic mirage, and every attempt to represent identity is always somehow dispersed, displaced and decentred.”- Elliot, 106

· If we use this as a general approach to identity (dispersal, displacement, and decentring) we can view race and sexuality in the same way

· By Fannon pointing out that he is only a Black man in relation to a white man he is purposely pointing out how displaced he is

· What this is showing us is that rather than just accepting the given’s, we question them, where they come from and what they mean

· The idea of symbols and semiotics- pink for girl, blue for boy- simple binary

Analyzing Difference
· For Judith Bulter, gender is a performance in which we “act” female/male

· “Identity is not immediately present in a sign: it is by learning language situationally… that subjects project themselves into gender roles as women or men.”- Elliott, 217

· W define everything through difference, when we don’t  have that difference we can’t function

· In the analysis of gender there is an important deployment and reworking of psychoanalysis

· “For Freud..the human psyche is a stratification of tokens or representations”- Barthes, 113-114

· The language of psychoanalysis becomes crucial to examining all aspects of identity, particularly issues of difference

· Psychoanalytic discourse is able to make visible the performative and projective aspects of identity

· Gives us a language to explain the phenomenon

Deconstructing Gender
· The argument of Psychoanalysis and Feminism “is that a rejection of psychoanalysis and of Freud’s work is fatal for feminism.”- Mitchell, Elliott 191

· The language with which he addresses these issues is crucial, allows feminism to pinpoint what it is that is actually being done to them through normalization

· Difference between structuralism and post-structuralism

· For structuralism, relationship btw blue for boy is a stable system that allows us all to communicate and understand things and blue for girl would be anomalie

· For post-structuralists, switching up the semiotics would be very important, you can confuse gender strictly by putting one colour and one word in relation to each other

The Differance of Difference
“What I called mimicry is not the familiar exercise of dependent colonial relations through narcissistic identification so that, as Fannon has observed, the black man stops being an actional person for only the white man can represent his self-esteem.  Mimicry conceals no presence or identity behind its mask…The menace of mimicry is its double vision which in disclosing the ambivalence of colonial discourse also disrupts its authority”

- Bhabha, “Of Mimicry and Man,” 129

- The fact that our biology has nothing to do with the use of symbols is very important- shows how arbitrary it is, how contrived it is- cross-dressing

Greta Garbo as Mata Hari 1931
- Garbo’s erotic femininity is produced using “props”

- On one level we have femimine cloths, kewelry, make-up, expression hair and other material qualities

- On another level we have the photograph, in which she is created through pose, lighting, cropping and other compositional elements

· Using the same “props” as Garbo, Duchamp I s seen here as a visualization of “femininity” 

· “Drag implicitly reveals the imitative structure of gender itself- as well as its contingency”

· Butler, quoted in Elliott, 218

· To know what to wear to be considered feminine, we look at TV, advertisements, etc, huge dictionary of signs, as we create ourselves as signified subjects, we imitate the structures around us

· Even when we believe we’re not being imitative, most of the time we are

· The idea of it being contingent, it is site-specific, in specific circumstances and specific times it’s radically different

Dynamic Subjectivities
· Butler calls attention to “the dynamics of social life as a challenging mixture of identities, sexuality, and reality”- Elliott, 219

· If you wanted to know what the unsexed baby were to be when they grew up, you’d probably want to know it’s sex

Deconstructing Difference
· “Deconstructing ‘women’ as a category of identity, the political aim has been to demonstrate that people are not simply ‘masculine’, ‘feminine’, ‘straight’, ‘lesbian’, ‘queer’, or any one identity” – Elliott, 219

· This has been extended to “normative” or white male culture, we can apply these to white men in our society- the problems, issues, we can apply all these psychoanalytic issues to men in equal ways

· These categories are dynamic, always changing, we want to believe that people are either masculine or feminine, when in reality they’re not

· Questions of sexual orientation represent some of the most difficult of our contemporary social relations

· Why do people oppose gay marriage?

· “In the late 1980s and 1990s, the term ‘queer’ was used by theorists and activists alike to attack identity politics, to interrogate sexuality and decentre the self, and to construct alternative political geographies for the heterosexual/homosexual divide that shapes our communities and cultures.  Queer theory represents a sexual politics sensitive to our new era transnational capital, globalized technologies and postmodern culture”- Elliott, 223

· One of the things that’s rarely talked about is how arbitrary and contextual these histories are

· Canadian First Nations artists Kent Monkman as his feminine alter-ego Miss Chief Eagle Testickle
· Performance as a Berdashe, a tribal transvestite- used to exist in a number of First Nations cultures- starts becoming a reversal of the normal way that we think of things

· George Catlin writes about the Berdashe in his 1841 frontier memoir Letters and Notes on the Manners, Customs and Conditions of the North American Indians
· The Berdashe is a man dressed in woman’s clothes who enjoys a unique and special place in the community

· Only one in the communities, he would constantly dress as a woman, and be treated specially, almost as a revered figured, the fact that this figure felt the need to dress as a woman was celebrated in this particular cultural context

· “Together, Monkman and Miss Chief comprise a mutable, recombinant self immersed in a constantly shifting and expanding intertextual network of interconnected meanings, narratives, and histories.”- David McIntosh, “Miss Chief Eagle Testickle,” 44

· Prof wrote an article that talks about Miss Chief, do you refer to them as “he” or “she”( 3rd gender?

· Miss Chief Eagle Testickle reveals the imitative structure of both gender and race

· Monkman deconstructs his status as a Native homosexual male

· This is a performative queering that plays with identities, sexuality and reality

· Monkman’s work is very homoerotic- look up his work!**

· We treat identity, sexuality and reality as three separate things, in actuality they are mixed and contingent on each other and interrelated

Disidentification
· “The process of disidentification scrambles and reconstructs the encoded message of a cultural text in a fashion that both exposes the encoded message’s universalizing and exclusionary machinations and recircuits its workings to account for, include, and empower minority identities and identifications”

· Jose Munoz, Disidentification, 31

· What he does is embracing the opposite as a positive quality and using it as part of his way of identifying, i.e., when a trend starts that a certain male clothing that’s popular is worn by women, that could be an act of disidentification to challenge presuppositions

· Monkman dis-identifies with the Western fantasy of the “Indian”

· The Indian fantasy is used to define Native existence because the living realities of First Nations peoples are actively compared to it

· Native people are expected to perform “Nativeness”- this can be applied to women, races, etc., and when you do not you are punished or at least treated badly

· Certain level of performance with every aspect of identity

· Kent Monkman- Si je t’aime prends garde a to 2007

Fantasies of Identity
· Instead of Pygmalion kissing Galatea, Monkman replaces the couple with a Western artist (ironically dressed playing “Indian”) kissing a sculpture of a Native man that is brought to life

· A literal “Indian” fantasy, in which the Eurocentric “love” of “the other” gives life to the projection

· “men and woman are only ever in language… All speaking beings must line themselves up on one side or the other of this division, but anyone can cross over and inscribe themselves on the opposite side from that to which they are anatomically destined.”- Jacqueline Rose, “Introduction II,” Feminine Sexuality, by Jacque Lacan, 49

· They’re changing the interpretation of Lacan than we normally would approach it as just a text, because usually Lacan can seem very sexist

· This is the idea in Lacan that, for Lacan, the two categories of male and female are basically these little circles that he draws, and he does not ascribe males to categories of men and females to categories of women, these are things we can take on and perform

· Although there is bad stuff in Lacan, Rose points out important ability to cross over

· The fact that I’m a girl does not mean that I have to ascribe the female gender

· Childbearing raises the uniquely biological- something that is innately in a woman but not a man, acts as a double-edged sword- that’s a privilege that women have that men don’t, history of male-dominated culture is trying to recapture the power that is naturally given to women

· Other aspect is that women is treated as if they have to do this

· “To be human is to be subjected to a law which decentres and divides: sexuality is created in a division, the subject is split; but an ideological world conceals this from the conscious subject who is supposed to feel whole and certain of a sexual identity.”- Juliet Mitchell, “Introduction I,” Feminine Sexuality, by Jacques Lacan, 26

Questions
1. How does the move to focus on issues of difference change our perspective on society?

2. Discuss one or two key ways in which the changing positions of women in contemporary societies impacts on how we think about social formations.

3. What is “the fact of blackness”? Can this theory be applied to issues besides race? Explain.

4. How does putting our attention on the roles of race, gender and difference in social life change our understanding of the production of subjectivity and agency?

4.) If we consider each of us own our individual subjects, and we’ve been built up to these points, how does drawing your attention to these aspects of difference (gender, race) how does this change the way you perceive yourself? There’s only certain circumstances where we’re made aware of our “situation”.  Agency- how much you control your life, how many times other things are placed in your life that affect what you do and how you do it

2.) Social formations- how we would sociologically examine the formation of the self or other forms of structure.  Social formation is for example the panopticon- how it is that surveillance in which the subject feels the need to discipline themselves without that discipline actually being present.  With the increased freedom that women have in our society, how does that change the family, not necessarily equating the two like “since women have more power, families have started to fall apart”

Tutorial- Women the Longest Revolution- Juliet Mitchell 1966
· British psychoanalyst and social feminist

· Currently the director of the expanded doctoral school in psychoanalytic studies at University College in London

· Before Freud

· Trying to fuse socialism, Marx, and the liberation of women

· Subordination of women was recognized by socialist thinkers but largely ignored

Friedrich Engels
· Followed Marx and interpreted his work

· Reduces women’s problem to the capacity to work and gave women’s physiological weakness as a primary cause of depression

· Bebel was unable to do more then state that he thought socialism would create equality
