Politics and Film Sept.12
The Concept of Power

-The ability to get what you want vs what others want
-P country is US, biggest economy, ¼ of the total wealth in the world
-2003 US go to war in Iraq **
-UN didn’t give authority for the US to invade a country
-US did it any way, cause they had enough power to do so without fear of cons/backlash
-Power depends on how much Group A has over Group B 
-Canada is relatively powerful compared to Jamaica 

Power 

-Influence  Tells/Shows you how to think
 govt tries to use persuasion (they appeal to your rational) ex. smoking
		-can appeal to their emotions (putting gross smoking photos on package) govt forced company
 Use of propaganda (Nazis using films to persuade Germans to think certain way, showing English as weak, and the Jewish threat/ destroying Germany) 
 power is not so much force but manipulation*
 Movie example: October*


-Coercion   govt goes after you with use of force
	 Smoking: more expensive/ unaffordable, banned on plans, restaurants, etc. 
		-places will obey law cause otherwise they will be fined
	 govt uses death penalty –  ? but is that force going too far ?

-Authority  based on the belief of the govts Legitimacy and our Obligation to them
 they do what supposed cause they think its right
 HST: ppl went along cause we elected govt in, so it must be right
 BUT we also know that if we don’t obey, Force will be used to correct 

*WHY: Quest asked as to why we are willing to coop* 3 FACTORS:
	
a) Tradition (Monarchy was in charge)
		-Devine right of King
		- 1) What gave King authority: Cause he has special relationship with God
		-Catholic churches were very involved in politics in this time
 		- 2) Inheritance: The passing on of power
-Son of King became King after father’s death
		-Now we believe in Economic power can be inherited: EI
		

- 3) Being successful warriors 
			-Woman cant rule as well as men
			-Think, most presidents have come with military background


	b) Charisma  the ability to convince to do something through personality
			 Hitler, through his passionate speeches, to persuade the ppl
			 Staged political events to enforce his belief
			 Pierre Trudeau**
			 Gandhi – lead Indian independence
					- peaceful protest 
	

c) Legal Rational  You have authority, through the virtue of the office you hold
	 BUT you only have that authority as long as you’re in office
		-Retired political figures are ignored UNLESS you have a charismatic personality, you can have impact on politics *Pierre Trudeau, Bill Clinton
 Americans don’t really like presidents that are too intelligent


3 Concepts (State, Nation and Govt)

-State  are the institutions of political authority that make up a country
 These institutions are permanent 
 Can use the use of Force
 The world is divided into approx. 200 states (Can, US, France etc.)
 Recognized by the international community
Must Have to be recognized as a State:
1) Population (size doesn’t matter, cohesion does)
2) Territory (Location and Resources > size) access to shipping routes etc.
3)  Sovereignty (demonstrate that you have the independence to do things own way) *Canada is weaker cause not strong military. You could sneak things in cause our coastline is mostly wilderness with no security. 
-Canadian economy is owned my foreigners
-we not strong candidate for proving us as an independent country
- [The US has a very strong military coastguard]
4) The Govt 

-Nation  a group of ppl with a common identity based on race, ethnicity, language, religion, history
	 something that ties ppl together based on what they have in common	
	-EX. Iceland, Poland, Japan
-places like Canada and the US are made up of many cultures
Nationalism is the psychological tie to the group
 NOT State cause they don’t have Sovereignty – hence Quebec wanting separate
 Nationalism:
1) Ethnic (can be dangerous ex. Hitler)
2) Civic (ex. USA)

-The USA nationalism is based on politics and values. People buy into the symbols of the American dream. That they have all the resources needed for success which is what binds Americans together, no matter where they came from

Democracy

Greek: Demos (people) – Mob rule
-is a governing by the people, by the many oppose to the few
-Aristocracy (few people)

2 Forms of Democracy:

-Direct Dem (lasted about 100yrs until Spartans took over) 
	-ppl have direct control over the decision making of the govt
	-all the ppl in the city of Athens had a say
	-Catholic church didn’t like democracy, political texts were hidden
	-still being practiced in USA
	-Impacts: 
Forms of DD: 1) Referendum (govt asks comm. Quest then they vote)
			-not used often in Canada
		
2) Citizens Initiative
			-the people ask the question
			-put out petition to take to govt to get them to ask Quest. (Ref)
			-gives people power
			-cause govt has to put out Ref
		
3) Recall
	-if Politian is elected and enough citizens disagree, govt recalls
	-they have another election


-Representative Democracy
	-electing politicians 
	-the theory is that this person elected will be more intelligent, informed, know whats best for the country
	-there is no guarantee that they will do a good job
	-the PMs can tell the MPs how to vote
	-Critics: gender equality can be an issue, mostly white men

The thought of Electronic Democracy
	-the govt putting our major issues online for citizens to vote

Mass Media

-before mass media, history and sig events were told through generations (passed down
-But not always accurate information
-Media: shapes who we are and what we believe in

Major Events/ Evolution of Mass Media:

1) Printing Press – books, magazines, newspapers etc
-invented in the 1500s
-before, books would be copied by ppl hand writing it out (monks)
-largest uni/ library = Oxford
**- lead to the questioning of traditional practices/laws
-some ppl argued that the this invention expanded science
-Galileo’s discovery that the earth revolved around the world which didn’t please the catholic church at the time
-Exploration was made more possible with the printing of accurate maps, made the world look less scary and inspired explorers to go out
-Influence on cultural and social terms
		-the protestant reformation 
		-people started reading the bible themselves, allowing them to question the difference between what it said and what the church was doing
		-catholic church’s didn’t like as it was thought that it wasn’t necessary for faithful ppl to read the bible
		-Ex. If you did bad things you go to purgatory, but churchs would sell indulgences “buy your forgiveness” AND the ppl saw that there was nothing about that in 
	-print influenced the rise of criticism of the catholic church which lead to the rise of alternate religion
	-print influenced the rise of questioning and distrust in the gov
	-Tomas Paine wrote “Common Sense” summarizing the complaints and arguments ppl rose about freedom
-PP made democracy possible, allowed large amounts of ppl access to information about the facts and philosophical behind the govt

2) Electronic – Telegraph, telephone, radio, t.v, cinema (when it all started=free)
-Telegraph made it possible for the instant communication between long distances away 1840s (revolutionary)
-limitations in how far you could send information, wires
-The radio changed that: wireless communication
-First radio station, 1920s. First form of media entertainment. Hockey Night in Canada, citizens would gather to listen to the game
-telephone 1980s
-First television broadcast in late 1920s in Britan BBC
-Became popular in late 1940s ABC, CBC 52, CTV early 60s
-early 60s was colour television
-tv very controversial forms of media/communication
	-most ppl rely on it as prime source to get information. But believe tv to be the least biased of all media cause they can actually “see” the picure 
-issues with tv: contributes to social violence, accused of ‘dumbing down’ politics (that there’s less time available to show/discuss political activities, not exposed to serious info/issues
-the news is presented as an entertainment (Infotainment) 
-advertisement is taking over television as they pay the channels, tvshows, movies to display their product (Skyfall)

3) Digital – computer, internet, social media
-first made for military purposes for communication
-politicians tweeing, using social media to communicate political info but its not really doing that, more like its making them into celebrities 
*problem occurs when media makes serious issues not as important*
Functions of Media
1) Informational
2) Entertainment 
3) Socialization
Theories of Media
1) Liberal theory
2) Social Responsibility theory
3) Authoritarian theory
4) Marxist theory (inventor of capitalism)
2) -the thought that the govt must play some role to ensure that media does more than just advertising and runs appropriate programs
- 1st role that they take ownership of what they are producing 
-BBC, CBC, TVO govt ownership to provide thoughtful programs
-2nd role plays is Regulation –Networks requirements (that certain broadcasting must show Canadian made programs)
	-organizations are run through the CRTC, forces regulatory rules
-3rd role is through Subsides – govt has a fund for the production of movies Telefilm Canada $100mill for entire film industry of Canada

3) –controls what media based products are produced

4) –that the media supports capitalism
	-Legitimation (the more they say its okay, the more we believe it)
	-Accumulation (media helps accumulate more wealth, promotes consumerism which supports capitalism)

Brooks Filters  (in reading)

-talks about 4 sets of factors that determine what kind of media products are produced

1) Economic Filter
-the kind of media products produced, depends on the economy your in (public, private, etc.)
-if media is privately owned, will want to make most amount of money, commercially based
-if media is publicly owned, will try to make media that fits that regime (many is politically based)
-If mixed, it will be… 

2) Legal / Regulatory Filter 
-legal rules set by the state
-includes censorship, govt dictates what can be shown on television
-regulation involving content (violence, nudity, language etc.)
-in USA the movies pretty much censor themselves, has a board to decide what can be shown, they review the movie
-try to avoid NC17 classification, cause if less teens cant get into movie=less money the movie will make
-Canadas regulatory board is CRTC
-this means that movie makers will produce films with less explicit material


3) Technological Filter
-special effects are better now
-the overall sensory experience is much different now
-example now: 3D movies
-made cause they can charge more money to see them
-dictate the quality or likeliness of non-3d movies 
-pg363**
-** always remember JOLTS PER MIN
-the thought that if the movie doesn’t have explosions or fast movement scenes, the movie wont do well/ isn’t good
	-cause it replicates real life and most ppl cant sit and watch/ deal with real life

4) Ideological Filter
-the political values of a country
-that the ideological values of the country will reflect on the culture products of that system
-culture comes to the surface of ideology
-Example: In a communist country, all products and media must represent the ideology of the country which in this case is Communist
-The USA movies do it more subtly, the American ideology is pursuit of happiness
	-show that the little guy could win the war/battle
	-shows that good always wins over evil
	-shows that the pursuit of happiness comes from how much money you have or the stuff you buy
-Example of a critical movie maker: Michael Moor 
	-he challenges American values
-Historical Example: The Quiet American: about british journalist hes fed up with the world doing a little bit of reporting, meets American guy **look up** 
-Cold war movies article in textbook*
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