Political Science Lecture 2 – September 11 
Reading for next lecture: 17-33

Example of a MC question:
According to the preferred definition of politics from the last lecture, politics 
A. necessarily involves violence 
B. requires strong leaders
C. is a way of dealing with conflict 
D. is best left to the experts 
E. is better than sex 

The State of Nature: Hobbes 
The State of Nature
-Why do we need a state? 
-Thought experiment – if state authority disappeared what would life be like? 
-States are justified because if we didn’t have them we would work to create them 
-“man is by nature a political animal” – Aristotle 
	-it is our nature to live in states 
-Anything Aristotle said Hobbes would disagree with 
	-Hobbes would said humans are conventionally political 
-Imagine life without the state and political power 
-Thomas Hobbes (1588-1679) 
	-Leviathan – 1651 
-the state is not something natural but people make up the state (cover of the book – the king’s body is made up of people) 
-in this era – everyone lived in fear – this is a key element of the argument 
-war – primarily the English civil war (authority of the King disintegrated) 
-worry is when a place is in civil war that the result could be stateless anarchy 
	-his fundamental directive is peace – he is the theorist of peace – not war 
-What Hobbes claims 
	-Worst scenario: No state protection (natural condition of man kind) 
	-if we didn’t have the state to protect us then life would be unbearable 
-powerful state is needed to avoid disastrous interpersonal conflict – not because people are by nature violent but because in a natural condition there are certain traits of man kind especially in a stateless environment that humans would act in a certain way 
-Key part: human nature 
	 
Human Nature
-Introspection – we are all the same (what motivates each of us?)
	-Materialism – anything and everything that exists is material 
		-the living world is characterized by material things in motion including the body 
		-“reasoning is but reckoning”
	-Felicity – continual success in getting the objects of your desire
		- could be the root of happiness
	-Power – power is ones present needs to obtain some future apparent good 
		-in seeking felicity one wants the means to do so 
		-to be alive is to be desiring constantly 
	-there is no life beyond desire 
	-Predominately self-regarding 
-not super egotistical or take pleasure in the pain of others but that people put themselves first 
-seek to enhance reputation 
-reputation of power is useful for getting what you want 
-reputation of power = power 
	-averse to our own death 
	-all people are equally vulnerable and equally able
The Road to War 
-In a stateless condition: 
-no one is untouchable or invulnerable,, everyone is a potential victim
-scarcity – there is no incentive to produce 
-uncertainty – every other person is a potential threat 
	-everyone has reason to attack before they get attacked – strike preemptively 
-humans are anticipators 
-human beings given felicity seeking, power seeking, self-regarding creatures – life in this situation would have material uncertainty, uncertainty of safety and no incentive to not be violent creatures 
- Three Reasons to Attack 
1. Competition: Gain 
-felicity – inherently competitive, power
-in the absence of authority it makes sense to attack for gain 
2. Lack of Trust: Safety 
-each person has the same reasons not to trust anyone (fear of attack) 
3. Glory: Reputation 
-reputation of power is power and this in turn gives a person more safety 
-the best defense is a good offense (preemptive attack) 
-“…continual fear, and danger of violent death; and the life of man, solitary poor, nasty, brutish, and short”
-Is Hobbes too pessimistic? 
-he thinks that in self interest and the logic of survival that in the interest of survival people would become violent 
-“Read thyself”
-What do we think of others? 
-Actions speak louder than words 
-he asks is he pessimistic? When don’t you lock your doors and chests, tax audits, credit checks, turnitin.com 
	-we accuse humanity by their actions 
	-we do these things when we have a state and laws and police 

The Laws of Nature 
-Morality in the State of Nature
-Natural Right of Liberty 
-in state of nature the freedom of each individual in the state of nature to do whatever you take to be necessary to protect oneself and to decide if someone else constitutes a threat – each one is our own judge
	-includes the right to kill
-No injustice 
	-there is neither justice or injustice 
-injustice is breaking the law and there is no law without a law giver – no common power to keep us all in awe 
-The laws of nature
	-rules of prudence – rational self preservation 
	-they’re normative not descriptive 
	-“don’t do to others what you don’t want them to do to you” 
	-“reason suggesteth convenient articles of peace” 
	-Fundamental law: seek peace, if you can get it 
		-be willing to use all of the advantages of war 
		-if others are not seeking peace then do not seek it yourself – that would be foolish 
	-Second law: lay down natural right, if others do too 
	-Third law: perform your covenants 
		-this will be a condition of peace 
-he doesn’t think that the world would be in a constant state of war but in a constant state of fear and uncertainty of when the war will break out 



Individual and Collective Rationality
-it is rational for individuals to attack others 
-individual – rational for people to attack others in order to protect ourselves but this leads to war if everyone is doing it 
-smart for one but dumb for all 
-It is rational for the collective to seek peace 
	-if you promise not to attack if they don’t attack you then keep it 
-if everyone corroborates then peace can be found 
-collectively rational outcome is unstable 
-individuals have an incentive to defect 
-the state provides assurance that the laws of nature will be followed 
[bookmark: _GoBack]	-solution to a collective action problem 





