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Divine Command Theory
· Follow my religious authority 
· The battle in religion has always been amongst the believers
· How do reason and faith work together?
· Is it just about obedience or is thinking involved?
· Is something good, and that is why God does it?
· Is something good because God does it?
Euthyphro
· Priest of a scholar who was very proud of his knowledge on religion and very obedient and pious.
· Socrates asks, what does it mean to be pious:
· It is good to be pious – because God says so.
· Piety is good 
· But is something good because God says it is, or is something good and that is why God says it is?
· There must be a reason god says something is good, if not, then god has no reason to call something good.
· It is good because it is good. – Circular argument, which is wrong.
· To be pious is a part of justice
· Socrates argues which part? Courage? Honesty? How is it different from other things that one could say are a part of justice?
· Final argument: Piety is a trade you make with god, you get stuff in return for being obedient, i.e. praying, performing ritual (like a business).
· What does God want?
· To be a god, is not to want anything – (Socrates). So why be pious?
· Because God says so.
· Socrates was executed in 399BC.
· Goodness has a meaning that is separate from the fact that God is good.

Averroes (Ibn Rushd)
· One needs reason in order to interpret religion.
· Known as the “translator” (main translator of Aristotle) 
Thomas Aquinas (Patron saint of Catholicism)
· Reason proves God’s Existence, Faith provides the details about the miraculous things that reason /philosophy cannot provide.
Spinoza 17th: Spain
· He said that the prophets of religion used their imaginations (working under the concept of mind = Nation of images) The human mind filters God’s word through reason
· God’s message would be sent by Hermes and he would interpret God talk into human talk
· Philosophy of interpretation – hermeneutics
· God chooses prophets on their ability to have a good mind in order to interpret God’s message
· He came up with a more dignified version of what it means to be prophet.
· So he was saying that message is half human and half God.
Kant
· Reason plays a fundamental role in morality
· WE use our God’s gift of reason and free will in order to discover the religious truths.
· Wants a true sense of justice
· No such thing as doing the wrong thing for the right reason 

Utilitarian’s – The end justifies the means, want happiness, but in a world governed by feelings justice cannot exist 
A person should receive their due. Formal element of justice
· Debate is on the substantive element, what is their due?
· Justice is part of the deontology ethics. It plays little role if any in consequentialism
· Justice is a principled notion.
· Egalitarianism talks about equality
· People as facts are not equal. We are not clones.
· Egalitarianism says irrespective of the differences, people should be valued as equal.
· What does equal mean
· David Hume 18th century Scottish
· Aesthetic values
· Facts about rainbows. Why would the facts make the rainbow valued as beautiful?
· Aristotle
· People are equal in their differences. 
· Example: water wheel, made of different parts. Those parts aren’t equal, but they all function  equally to make the water wheel go. Thus they are equal in their differences
· When the king is being the best king he can be and when the slave is being the best slave he can be, that’s equality. The slave and the king are equal in their differences.
· Equality like justice is a principled concept.
· It is being equal regardless of your differences – Kant. That is the notion of equality and justice.
· Justice is blind
