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What is a thesis or thesis statement?
· Every essay has a purpose, an argument or central insight or proposition or explication that captures what you consider to be the most important results of your thinking.
How do you arrive at a thesis statement?  
· Before you do your research: narrow your topic, ask questions, i.e. Is there a contradiction that needs to be explained?
· Define, interpret, how and why questions, etc.
Drafting a working thesis
· A working thesis helps you to focus your research and your drafting. Don’t worry about the specific wording of the thesis for now. Then, everything in the essay must be relevant to the thesis = relevancy test.
Ways to create a working thesis
· An answer to a question you have posed
· A solution to a problem you have identified
· A statement that takes a position on a debateable point
Ways to test a working thesis
· Is the issue debatable/arguable? Does your thesis answer a question, propose a solution, or take a position in a debate?
· Is the issue substantial or is the thesis too obvious – can you think of interpretations that oppose your own? 
· Can you support your thesis with available evidence?
· Can you explain ‘so what?’ – does the issue affect the reader and will my readers understand how it affects them?
1) Does your thesis statement do more than restate the question? It should present the results of your investigation.
2) 2) Does your thesis statement reflect the restrictions that your essay will impose on the subject, the focus/narrowing?
3) 3) Is your thesis statement written clearly so that it states the central idea of your essay precisely?
4) 4) Is your thesis statement brief, written in one 
    or two sentences? 
5) Does your thesis statement present a proposition that can be supported with evidence? Avoid statements that are narrowly factual, self-evident, overly subjective, illogical or sensational.
6) 6) So what?
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