Week 1
Introduction to Criminology and criminal justice 

Criminology: study of crime, criminals, and criminalization
 what is the scientific difference between us and criminals (positivist crime theory)
 crime as a phenomenon: where does it come from?
 the application of criminal law: from law to practice
· who is more likely to offend?
· Who is more likely to become a victim
· Where are the crimes happening

Epidemiological Approach (treating crime as an unproblematic object) there is crime or there is no crime
Many criminologist believe that crime is obvious to observe and crime is based on behaviour. They look at crime as a disease and try to predict trends.

Epidemiology = Study of incidence and distribution of diseases

Adolphe Quetelet
(1796-1874)

Andre-Michel Guerry
(1802-1866)

“Social Physics” that you can find patterns of human behaviour that vary according to many factors

“Moral Statistics” 

Introduction of statistical methods in the sciences of the social

‘ Predictive policing’  new software to guide policing policies. Police forces can use so that when they start their shift, the software tells them where to do their policing activities, i.e. where a burglary is likely to appear. 
 this is used to shape policing practices

3 methodological strategies
· official crime data  police reported crime (the data that is used each year when people is saying that crime is increasing or decreasing) this material is limited, they don’t always report the crime. 
· self-report surveys  frequently used with students (a way to produce a picture of the reality of crime that escapes police attention) the developments of such methods in crim is such a big bang, not all crime is statistically abnormal. Self-report surveys show that not all individuals are always law-abiding.
· Victimization surveys  asking people of their experience of victimization as another way to grasp the dark figure of crime. This type of survey is helpful to the feminist critique of males committing crimes against women. 9 out of 10 sexual assaults do not appear in official crime reports
- many criminologist think we can study patterns of crime as patterns of child formation (patterns of nature). Many criminologist will suggest that the reality of crime is really complex, and that crime is not something that is subjective. Crime is socially constructed by human practices. 

1. result shows that police reported data is selective. 

Criminals

Criminology of Perpetration

 Classical (approach) suggests crime is a rational choice, not different from any other forms of choice
 Etiological (approach) suggests some kind of abnormality, either some kind of defect with the body, psychological problem, or problem with society. 

both can be distinguished whether or not they allocate the difference between criminals and non-criminals.

Classical Criminology: crime like any other kind of human behaviour is guided by pleasure and the avoidance of pain. All human behaviour goes by this law. Crime is one way to do this. avoiding the pain of work for ex. By stealing. 

· crime is viewed as any other human behaviour as a rational choice. It is calculated and is a rational choice. 

Cesare Beccaria (1738-1794) (on crime and punishments, 1764)  geared towards reforming punishment in a way that would produce the most deterrence. (punishment limits the actual occurrence of crime, by eliminating the pain that citizens experience.) idea of utilitarianism 

Utilitarianism  maximization of happiness and a reduction of pain. 

Normality and banality of the criminal choice


	




Etiological Criminology
· try to find the causes as crime as a disease, crime as a behaviour that happens in ways that is biological

Cesare Lombrosos (L’uomo delinquente, 1876) (had the show case of skulls of criminals)
research that criminals were born as criminals, and conducted research on the body, measuring skull, ears, and all parts of the body and compared and established some kind of born species as the activist criminal.
· criminal somehow an organism that is somehow adapted to a condition to fight for survival and is unable to control his or her passion. Born criminal is a body that is made to deal with an environment that is not a of a civilized body.
· - idea was to kill criminals so they would stop  affecting the civilized body, to kill off the criminal species

Etiology (or aetiology) = cause(s) of a disease/condition

BORN CRIMINAL

Atavistic = reversion to something ancestral

Crime as symptomatic (as a symptom) if there is a crime, its because of a problematic body, psyche, or society.

Positivist criminology – the form of criminology that suggests that it is possible to identify between criminals and non-criminals.

Rehabilitation only makes sense if the individual is somehow different, and they are different because there is a crime. 

Categorizing, establishing typologies of criminals, 

 












Criminalization  how exactly crime happens in society, what is necessary for cultural agents to say: “oh this is a crime”. Trying to understand how norms are created, or how they are used in practice. Studying the making and actual uses of criminal law. 

· Law making
· Norms of behaviour 
· Norms of sanction

· treat crimes as abnormal in the eyes of the law.
· difference between crimes of behaviour and norms of sanction

Repression and Punishment 

· Police – how do they do their work, who do they actually arrest, on what grounds, how they are increasing militarized, racial profiling. All criminological focuses. 
· Judiciary – who is thrown outside the process and thrown towards punishment.
· Penal – how do we punish, increase use of electric monitoring, decrease use of death penalty (America), associate prison to justice. How do criminologist decide on whether to grant parole. 

Mainstream vs. critical criminology’s 

Mainstream – focus on perpetration, consensus over norms, crime is a universal wrong, instead of something as constructed or social practices, interested in explaining predicting, producing knowledge, best exposure to treatment to make sure people do not commit another crime. 

	Mainstream criminology’s
	Critical criminology’s

	Perpetration
	Social reaction

	Consensus
	Conflict

	Universal
	Relative

	Crime is a wrong
	Crime is a qualification

	Explain and predict
	Understand and interpret

	Natural sciences’ model
	Cultural sciences’ model

	Management and control
	Activism and emancipation

	Authoritarian paternalism
	Egalitarian humanism

	Utopia: Homogeneity, conformity, and predictability
	Utopia: Plurality, equality, and freedom.
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