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509 BC – 27 BC

Punic – the language for the Parnethans 
Events leading up to before the start of the war take us back to before Peris
The first Punic war was a fight over Sicilia
Sicilia was in control by the Carthaginians and by the Greeks
in 289, the people of Syracuse hired Italian Mercinaries to help them
for some reason the mercinaries decided they didn’t like the syracusans, and revolted!
they attack Messana, and take it over
start plundering the Syracusian territory 
265 (after Peris is gone) Syracusans decide to mount and attack Messana, and take back Sicilia
FINALLY, the mercinaries say “You gotta go” and the Carthigirians honor the request, and go to Syracuse!
Messana gets word that the Carthigirans are going to come against them, and realize they need allies too
(Carthigerians and Romans had mutual understanding that if they went up against each other, it basically meant destruction) 
Protection commercial interests, Messana, Military glory, loot, and slaves
easy sell
at this period, Carthage controlled almost all the same square footage that the Romans controlled
They realized what war would mean, and they realized what it would look like if they backed down from the Romans
Carthigerians don’t want to appear weak
started in 264, and didn’t end until 241

FIRST PUNIC WAR
Quinquereme
carthigerian war ship
Romans captured it
copied it, and within 60 days and had about 100 ships
5 men rowing teams
not having a proper navy or any experience at sea warfare, they had to develop their own tactics
installed a Battle Bridge (Corvus … means crow)
they would get up ramming speed and would ram into Carthegerian ship and disable, and drop their battle bridge
romans would cross the bridge and fight them in hand to hand combat (how they brought land to the sea)
romans lost hundreds of ships
Carthegerians had to rethink their battle tactics
Battle of Bagradas
got sick of fighting over Sicilia and took it over to Africa
they were totally demolished by Cathergerians 
255
on soil
Battle of Drepana
249
another Battle roman’s lost
P. Claudius Pulcher
consults sacred chickens
wait to see if they’ll eat
if they’re not hungry, then maybe they’re THIRSTY! and throws them off the boat
loses 75% of his fleet in battle

at sea
Drepana and Bagradas were the only two battle’s the Romans lost
Hamiclar Barca
Carthigerian general
father of Hanible 
sent to Sicilia in 247
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