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· political power is having the right to obeyed, the exercise of rightful power
· political society limits our ability to do whatever we can for self preservation through laws
· The Right to Revolution:
· legislative power is limited because there is only so many power in the state of nature. eg. right to kill oneself
· because of this we cannot transfer ourselves completely to government (Christian concept of god owning mankind) only god has the right to our lives not government
· government does not have the right to invade property, as they have the duty to protect it
Prerogative: the power to act according to discretion without the interaction of law
the extent the executive can act without laws 
Legislative branch sits regularly as laws do not need to be continuously established
Executive is permanently in place as laws need to be constantly enforced
in the case of an emergency, pre
eg. in Canada the PM can get things done without waiting for a certain law or bill to be passed-----> prerogative 
· Locke means that
the state, in Locke’s perspective, will have situations such as this that are relatively legitimate, the likelihood that this is used illegitimately is evident
when the government does not give you what they contracted you can appeal to something else
Three Types of Powers:
Despotical power: absolute, arbitrary power one man has over another, to take away his life, whenever he pleases
· according to Locke, has chosen to employ violence and exercise force without right and thus puts themselves in the state of war with the population
· the result of forfeiture 
· no right to be obeyed
Political power: the power which every man having in the state of nature, has give-up into the hand of the society, and therein to the governors, whom society has set over itself
Paternal power: the power parents have over their children, to govern them for the children’s good, till they come to the use of reason
· paternal power “comes as far short of that of the magistrate, as despotical power exceeds it”
paternal power “makes the child incapable to manage his property; political, where men have property in their own disposal; and despotical, over such as have no property at all”
Government and society are not the same
dissolve the government, the society is still intact
society is what is formed through that initial consent, once consent, societies cannot be dissolved unless invaded
· Governments can be dissolved in two principle ways:
· when the legislative branch (makes laws, the will of the commonwealth is actualized) is altered
. when arbitrary laws are established in the place of laws, the legislative has been altered
. when the prince stops the legislative prevents the legislative from sitting regularly, than it does perform its most crucial duty 
. when the electoral system is altered without the consent of the people 
. when the prince neglects his responsibilities
. when the prince surrenders the people to another power
the people don’t have to wait for these things to happen to act by rebellion
· when the legislative or the prince acts contrary to their trust
. when the prince or the legislative fails to respect the property rights of individuals, when protection was the reason they entered into society to begin with
· or when the prince corrupts the representatives with money or force etc
· government can only be dissolved by government itself, the people can never dissolve government
Locke: an oppressed people will rebel undoubtedly if government is unjust
government can prevent this if following the rules

WHAT WE CAN GET FROM LOCKE:
1. Pre-political natural right, the state of nature
· consent is the basis for government
· our lives are better when part of a society, as laws restrict our nature to act in selfishly
· the authority of government is limited to what the people have consented to
0. a particular view of political society and what it is, political society is a means in which people can improve our state of living
1. what should legitimately occur when government exceed their responsibilities (rebellion), so that we can return to our peaceful state of living and start again

TWO LINGERING QUESTIONS (POTENTIALLY ANSWERED BY ROUSSEAU):
1. How optimistic is Locke on human beings and our ability to live in the state of nature? Can we live efficiently in the state of nature or do we need government?
2. What is the relationship between property or individual rights and the common good (or individual freedom)?

· Question asked by student: what happens when the government wins the state of war?
· in most cases, the people outnumber the upper-class and numbers usually win
· the process would be exponentially violent, a bloodbath
· the government cannot command obedience anymore
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