Aging Populations
Types of abuse and examples
neglect
medical abuse
Physical abuse
Sexual abuse 
Psychological abuse 
Financial abuse 
Violation of rights

Why might individuals not report abuse?
Individuals don’t report abuse because they fear that they will lose support 
What is home care?
Health care service delivery provided in one’s home rather than in hospitals and other healthcare settings. Homecare includes services such as curative medicine, end of life care, rehabilitation, support and maintenance, social adaptation, integration and caregiver support home care programs are often complemented by community-based services that provide additional care and supports. (Text book definition)
Social work and gender and sexuality
LGBTTQ 
-lesbian 
-gay
-bisexual
-transgender
-two spirited
-queer

Sex vs. Gender
Sex- biological and psychological characteristics that define men and women
Gender – socially constructed roles, behaviours, activities, and attributes that a given society considers appropriate for men and women.


Homophobia, biphobia/ transphobia – the fear and hatred of gay men, lesbians, bisexuals and transgendered persons; can be exhibited by any individual or society as a whole.
Sexual orientation- not the sole deciding factor for SO as relatively few people are exclusively homosexual or heterosexual. Instead orientation is a dominant emotional, romantic, sexual or affectional attraction to another person. It is not dependent upon a person’s gender identity which is our sense of ourselves as being male, female, or transgendered or our ability or willingness to adhere to cultural norms of masculine or feminine. 
Transgender - those whose sense of themselves does not fit with conventional notions of masculine and feminine.
Transsexual- those whose sense of their gender does not match with their sexed bodies, and they desire to live fully as another sex.
Cissexual- people who have always felt that their gender identity and biologically assigned sex “match” or are aligned.
Queer Activism - Efforts and actions towards social change by LGBTTQ communities; more confrontational than gay and lesbian rights movements

Biological Determinism -Theory that an individual’s personality, behavior and 
attitude is determined by genes, minimizing the role of the environment.

Social Constructionism-Theory that sexualities are constructed by our social 
and cultural context and experience.
Queer Theory- Maintains that sexual behaviours, identities, and categories are socialconstructs.
Argues for a re-thinking of categories of people and distributions of power

Social work and counselling 
Two extremes
1) Social workers exaggerate the difficulties of living in a heterosexist society
2) Workers assume that sexual orientation and gender identity make no difference to a person’s experience
Coming out of the closet – act of publically revealing your sexual identity 


Homelessness
Absolute homelessness - Those living in the streets: people who live on the street, in back lanes, parks, alcoves and similar public spaces  
Hidden homelessness- homeless people do not live on the street or in shelters, but exist out of sight of, or hidden from, public view. They are people who do not have enough money to pay for their shelter. They live in places not fit for human habitation or move continuously among temporary housing arrangements provided by friends, families or strangers, and tend not to have control over the length and conditions of their stay. The hidden homeless are sometimes referred to as ‘couch surfers’.  

· Disproportionately high number of youth have experienced homelessness

Groups at risk of homelessness
-people with special needs
-victims of abuse 
-women fleeing abusive situations
- people of aboriginal origin
- youth
Example: ODSP

Housing first - best practice for providing housing for individuals with mental health and addiction concerns, and has been extended across Canada to other populations.

Social work and persons with disabilities 

Medical model of Disability 
Views disability as an unfortunate life event where some form of professional or medical assistance is required.  
Involves the following assumptions:
· An individual or family member moves sequentially through coping stages
· There is one path through the sequence
· An individual can be placed clearly in one stage or another
· There is an optional length of time for staying in each stage 


Political rights model
Primarily concerned with broader social and political change, contending that a comprehensive 
understanding of disability can only occur through examination of the social and political inequality that exists between disabled people and people without disabilities

Examples of various disabilities 
-hearing
-seeing
-speech
-mobility
-agility
-pain
-learning
-memory
- developmental
-psychological

The stigma of disability 
There are various types of prejudice towards people with disabilities:
· Disabled people are undesirable and unlovable
· People with disabilities should always be grieving
· People with disabilities are psychologically damaged
· Person deserved disability because of sinful activity
· Being around disabled people is uncomfortable

Ableism - Discrimination and prejudice based on physical and mental ability towards people with disabilities supporting the belief that people without disabilities are superior to people with disabilities.

Publicly funded disability programs
Covered by federal, provincial, and municipal legislation and funded through government taxation.
These programs include the Canada Pension Plan 
Disability Pension, the Family Benefits plan, and
the General Welfare Assistance plan.

Privately funded disability programs
Include programs that are provided through private insurance plans or through long-term
disability plans as part of job benefits. These private income security programs are based
on the amount of funding that the recipient has contributed directly to the plan, or funding that has been contributed to a plan on behalf of the recipient.

Types of impairments 
-hearing loss
-taste, touch and smell
-vision loss

Activisim 
what is activism?
involvement in action to bring about change, be it social, political, environmental, or other.  The struggle for change to make the world a better place for all
also known as social or collective action
economic social rights activism 
· The Rights Framework and Approach 
· Analyzing societal issues and problems through a rights framework and using a rights approach to tackle them are powerful means of advancing a vision for a just world. 
· The Rights Framework
· Individuals are the holders of economic, social, political, civil and cultural rights. Governments have corresponding obligations to respect, promote, protect and fulfill these rights. The legal and normative standards for the character of the rights and associated governmental obligations are based on international covenants, treaties, conventions, declarations and recommendations and in national constitutional provisions for human rights. 
· The Rights Approach 
The rights approach uses international human rights norms and treaties to hold governments accountable for their obligations. The rights approach can be integrated into any number of advocacy strategies and tools, including monitoring, community education and mobilization, litigation, legislative advocacy and policy formulation. Guiding Principles of a Rights Approach to ESC Rights Activism
     13 types of activism 
   1.  Volunteer – volunteer on your own or with interested groups to assist disadvantaged and underprivileged people and threatened species and habitats 
2.Grassroots activism- Found or join community, student or other groups and then engage in “tabling,” where you set up a table at some social event and hand out literature and talk about your cause
3. letter writing and petitions - Send letters and petitions to the heads of the organizations which are the target of your activism, and also to your elected representatives
4. direct lobbying – lobby local government officials
5. litigation- the law is enforced against the institutions. Lawsuits are filed against institutions and their executives
6.consumer boycotts - : For a company that is engaged in unethical activities, organize a boycott of its products and services. This is one of the strongest tactics that we have, and it is risk free. You cannot be forced to buy such a company’s goods.
7. selective purchasing ordinances- Through some organization that has great purchasing power, such as your university or municipality (town, city or state), work to enact a law that forbids the organization from doing business with any company, or companies, to which you are opposed.
8. ethical investing - In a manner akin to selective purchasing ordinances, if you are part of an organization that has an investment portfolio, such as a pension plan or university endowment, try to get investment guidelines implemented that forbid the purchase of the stocks and bonds of unethical companies
9. economic sanctions - Following through on the lobbying point above, in the case of nations that actively repress their citizens, encourage the government to impose economic sanctions against them. There are different types of sanctions, including the prohibition of investment in such nations, both of new investment and also retroactive bans, where companies which currently are active are required to suspend or divest their operations
10. demonstrate- This is the core expression of activism, where you protest against companies and other organizations (or groups) that are engaged in unethical activities. There are many different types of demos, and they normally take place at organization offices or other facilities. Demos include marches, strikes, sit-ins, sleep-ins, teach-ins, street theater (such as anti-nuclear die-ins), and, in extremely serious circumstances, e.g., to protest murder, hunger strikes
11. Civil disobedience, “monkey wrenching,” and other “direct action”: This is where activists directly intervene in a situation and attempt to halt destruction on the spot.
12. Agitate: If in your travels you visit peoples – cultures – that are being exploited, you should encourage them to defend themselves
13. Make a career of your activism: Seek employment in an activist or volunteer group. Get a job with an NGO (or start your own), which is a new type of social institution, of recent evolution, which seeks to function as a new social check, and also to provide services to those groups that have been ignored, which are not deemed important enough by the powers that be. A specific area that still needs a lot of work, and therefore where there should be a lot of growth and opportunity in the future, is in the international coordination of activism, to offset international institutional collusion
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