Islamic History Midterm Review
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Mu’tazilites: 
-Were a group of intellectuals highly influenced by Greek philosophy. 
-They believed that the Qur’an was not eternal, rather that it was created. 
-They believed that an individual had free will (God did not determine all acts). 
-A group of mu’tazilites was very popular with one Caliph (al-Ma’mun), he would actually start an inquisition like thing (called the Mihna) where people were forced to swear their belief in such concepts. 
Circle of Justice: might be a Persian or Chinese idea that the Islamic empire picked up. 
-Ruler>people> treasury>army>ruler (no link should be broken in chain) 
-The ruler has to be benevolent (can be absolutist, but must respect the people) if that’s not broken people will pay taxes, treasury full can pay army, and army gets paid can expand the empire and remain loyal to the ruler. 
*Abbasid Caliphate: 
-shift east (from Syria to Iraq) and toward Persian culture, new capital in Baghdad. 
-reassertion of Persian culture and governing practice/admin procedures. (Ultimately return of pre-Islamic Persian notion of divine right to rule, absolutism and sacral kingship) 
-trade directed east (flourishing trade in Asia, cultural influences from China appear.) 
-formation of Islamic theology and law (doctrines of different sects develop) 
-flourishing of arts and sciences, new Persian Islamic literature. 
-appearance of Turks in military ranks and conversion of Turkic tribes in frontier areas 
-fragmentation and collapse of political authority of the Caliphate
-emergence of the ulama (a religious class that guides/are custodians to the law
-see the circle of justice, don't break the chain. (Chinese/Persian idea) 

Inquisition (Mihna): 
-First inquisition, instituted by the Abbasid Caliph al-Ma'mun. 
-Religious scholars were punished, imprisoned or even killed unless they conceded the doctrine of the created nature of the Qur'an (that it wasn’t eternal or the word of God). 
-Policy lasted for 15 years. 
-This caused the Abbasid Caliph to lose a lot of popularity and support. 
-In later years a Caliph would institute an opposite policy, 

*Mu’awiya : 
-A member of Uthman’s Umayyad family, he has a stronghold in Damascus having been governor there for 18 years. 
-challenged authority of Ali, the conflict between him and Ali will cause the community to be split into 4 factions. 
	-the pro Mu’awiya forces
	-Neutral (majority, who didn’t want conflict) 
	-The proto-shi’as (supporters of Ali) 
	-The Kharitjites (who split off from Ali, when he compromises with Mu’awiya and see themselves as the only true believers, first extremists) 
-by this time the caliph is no longer a companion of the prophet (they have all died)
-Mu’awiya had astounding political sense, oversaw the beginning of the empire/state, wanted unity and to make it peaceful. Appeased a lot of the tribes with money or honours, generally thinking not nepotistic, Arab Christians in Syria became part of government, in administrative positions.
-Mu’awiya appointing his son Yazid resurfaces old imperial ideas, and make the caliphate a dynasty, even though the Qur’an advocated the caliphate being elected by the community.

commander of the faithful’ (Amīr al-Mu’minīn): 
-A title created by ‘Umar, more militaristic title, he would launch many military campaigns. 
Abrahamic faiths: 
-Judaism and Christianity both stem back to Abraham as their patriarch, through his son Isaac. The Muslims would also trace their people back to Abraham, but through the son (Ismael) he had with his slave girl Hagar.
garrison towns (amṣār): 
-Were set up outside of conquered cities (so thousands of troops wouldn’t freak out the civilians), as to keep an eye on cities and collect taxes. 
-they created a social barrier, distance prevented assimilation, creates sense of Arab superiority 
[bookmark: _GoBack]-If a battle/opposing army came, they could escape rather quickly into the desert, very mobile army. 
-Over time they grew quite large and powerful,
Jihad: 
-means “striving”
-2 forms (Greater and Lesser Jihad) 
-Greater Jihad-is personal, within oneself, as striving to better oneself before God. 
-Lesser Jihad-The Lesser Jihad is striving to expand the lands of Islam or Abode of Islam, at the expense of the Abode of War UNLESS an agreement exists between the Muslim ruler and those [infidels] exerting authority outside.
-Some scholars argue Jihad can only be undertaken as self defense, while others do not. 

Muhajirun, or “immigrants”: 
-Mohammad and his followers were considered immigrants when they came to Yathrib.
Caliph, or Khalifa : 
-means successor, following the death of Mohammad there was a lot of confusion over who should lead the community after him. 
-was decided that the successor was not to be seen as a prophet of God, since Mohammad was supposed to be the final prophet. 
-also the community elders wanted the Caliph to be chosen by the community, but not to be a member of Mohammad’s family, didn’t want the position to become hereditary, thus the Caliphate was passed by Ali (Mohammad’s cousin) 3 times, causing sects to emerge. 
-The caliphate would become a political and military position, in the Abassid era it would focus solely on these things leaving religion to the religious class. 
-Over time, as the empire grew, in different areas leaders would declare themselves Caliph (and these claims were hard to put down since the actual caliph was so far away. 
“Peoples of the Book,” or “Ahl al-Kitab”: 
-Judaism, Christianity and Islam in particular. The people that God had revealed his wisdom to. These people are meant to be respected.
Hellenization: 
-The spread of Greek culture and cultivation of natural sciences (from Alexander the Great’s time on) which would influence later Islamic intellectual scene.
-Later Islamic scholars would retrieve, translate and preserve many ancient Greek texts.
*‘Ali: 
-Was the cousin of Mohammad, and was very close with him, he also married Mohammad’s daughter Fatima. 
-He wanted to be Caliph after the death of Mohammad and he had a good deal of support (who claimed Mohammad had designated Ali to be his successor) but ultimately was not chosen, because the elders did not want to position to go to someone in Mohammad’s family. 
-Makes a fair number of community angry when he fails to punish Uthman’s murderers. 
-Faces conflicts with Mohammad’s wife A’isha (daughter of Abu Bakr) who while not caring about ‘Uthman, hated Ali, and Mu’awiya a member of ‘Uthman’s family who uses Ali’s lack of punishment as means to make a bid for power.
-Ali decimates an army of Kharijites, but is later assassinated by one. His followers would become the Shi’as

ritualized raiding (ghazwa): 
-Aspect of Arab tribal culture 
-Redistributed wealth, people would have raiding parties, which would target carvans and other tribes, trying to steal their stuff (it was more a show of skill, trying to get as much stuff without being caught or defeated). 
-often stole livestock 
-minimal bloodshed, though sometimes could be violent, however on the whole tribes tried to avoid violence since it could create disastrous feuds between tribes, lasting generations.
“Predestination vs. Free Will” 
-Some Islamic philosophers’ grants humanity the freedom to choose Good or evil, but he is predetermining all that is or against, lack of knowledge allows freedom.  The preciseness of God’s will is revealed, when humanity makes a decision.  Human intellect is susceptible to errors.
-Later different philosophers would emerge that would argue for free will and that the Qur’an was created. 
	-In response to this would become more people who would firmly argue that the Qur’an is eternal and the word of God. Also that people do not have free will. 

Hadith: 
-Writings outside the Qur’an that are made up of saying and phrases Mohammad was supposed to have said when he was alive. Was written down around 100 years after Mohammad’s death. Some are clearly not reliable texts and are rejected by the majority of Muslims. 
-Often the radical ideas extremists’ site (72 virgins) are found in these unreliable hadiths. 
-There are some hadiths that are considered true and followed by the Muslim community. 
“Piety-minded opposition” 
-Tribal factions are vying for power, questions arise over whether the Caliphate should be secular or religious. The opposition of the Umayyad state were often religious “pious opposition” who criticized their faith aspects/characteristics
-felt they had turned away from the faith. 
Usury: 
-Charging interest on loans. This was written against in the Qur’an. Usury was forbidden to the Umma. 
-Uthman would expel Christian tribes for Usury though some scholars question whether this was true. 

Umma: 
-The community of believers, originally included Jews, Christians and Muslims in this community. They were all believers in the 1 God of Abraham. There were specific ways they dealt with the Umma compared to non-believers. 
-Over time the followers of Mohammad were not so much called the Umma, but rather Muslims, separating themselves from Jews and Christians.
 *‘Uthman:
-'Uthman was elderly, pious, early convert, wealthy merchant from an affluencial influential clan the Umayyads
-Was chosen by elders because he said he would continue to rule as Umar did before him.
-continued conquest of surrounding nations, though for wealth not to convert unbelievers. 
-Garrison towns become more numerous and important and ‘Uthman begins appointing governors from his own family to run these positions. Often these governors were corrupt. 
-He decides to compile the Qur’an to one standard text, he burns a lot of the copies that don’t make the cut, and this upsets a lot of people.
-After a failed assassination attempt on some upset Egyptian delegation, ‘Uthman is assassinated, the killers claiming it was within their right to kill such a corrupt leader. 
-Ali would fail to punish ‘Uthman’s killers and would face some criticism from that. 
-His death starts the first civil war in the Islamic state, which would last 5 years. 

Ahl al-Bayt (“People of the House”): 
-The family of Mohammad including his children, wives and cousin. They are to be cared for by the community and respected. 
-Mohammad’s family was disinherited, but the community was required to take care of them. To this day, people who can trace their lineage back to Mohammad are taken care of by the government and usually become Islamic scholars. 
*The Ka’aba: 
-A box like structure that once housed hundreds of Idols of various religions/gods. People from all over would come to this cite to circle around the Ka’aba and make offerings to their gods. 
-A major pilgrimage site, the Quarish would grow extremely wealthy and powerful off it. 
-Some myths about Adam or Abraham constructing the Ka’aba though these stories emerged later on. 
-Mohammad after conquering Mecca, went to the Ka’aba and destroyed all the idols, “purifying it” enough so that Muslims could now follow the same traditions/rituals (circling the Ka’aba for example) but in a non-idol worshipping way.
‘Rashidun’ or ‘Rightly Guided Ones’ : 
-Refers to the first 4 Caliphs; Abu Bakr, Umar, Uthman and Ali. Seen as the “Golden Age” of Islam even though it was a very violent and unstable time period. All but the first caliph would be murdered. 
-However the Islamic Empire would expand greatly during this period spanning nations and continents. Arts, literature and wealth would flow in to this empire during this period also.
Bayt al-Hikma (House of Wisdom): 
-Muslims would go throughout provinces and nations collecting Greek, Sanskrit and Persian transcripts, which they would translate into Arabic and study. 
-In Baghdad.  

Zakat (almsgiving): 
-A form of taxing system where Muslims have to give away a certain percentage of their income to the poor and unprivileged (orphans and widows for example)
-One of the five pillars of Islam (if you do not do this you are not considered to be a believer.)
-After the death of Mohammad Abu Bakr had problems with some Bedouin tribes (and others) who did not want to pay the zakat, and consequently fought them in the Ridda Wars.  The tribes argued they had submitted to Mohammad as the Prophet of God, but owed nothing to Abu Bakr. Abu Bakr came out successful and centralised his power in Arabia.
Abu Bakr
-an early companion of Mohammad, when Mohammad was sick he asked Abu Bakr to lead prayers. Mohammad was married to Abu Bakr’s daughter Ai’sha. 
-after the death of Mohammad the elders wanted to elect him, as he was not a member of Mohammad’s family and they wanted to avoid the Caliphate becoming a hereditary thing. 
-He was popular and respected in the community, though Ali (Mohammad’s cousin) also had quite the following.
-He dealt with 2 main issues in his 2 years as Caliph (he died naturally 2 years into the Caliphate) 
	-Various nomadic tribes refused to pay the zakat after the death of Mohammad, this led to the Ridda Wars. 
	-false prophets, people claiming to be prophets/leaders

*Sassanian Persia:
-Empire would be defeated by the Islamic State, and while destroyed as a political entity, their culture in many ways would be absorbed by their conquerors, and there was a great trade of ideas. 
-The Abbasid Dynasty would move its capital to Baghdad, shifted towards the east and therefore being heavily influenced by the Persian culture there. 
-Persian administrators would serve in high up administration offices. 
-Persian ideas about divine and absolute rule would also influence how the Abbasids ran their empire. 
-Arts and literature were also translated from Persian into Arabic and would influence Arabic artwork. More people in Islamic artwork in the Abbasid period. 

Orientalism:
-The representation of Asia especially the Middle East, in a stereotyped way that is regarded as embodying a colonialist attiude. 
-View point as the East as being backward and exotic. 
Day of Judgment : 
-Believe in resurrection and final judgement 
-On the Day of Judgement on must account for their deeds. How well did they bring about justice (that all men have a responsibility to do) 
-Understanding of the judgement day comes from the Hadith literature
-Description of end: splintering of sects, civil war and a coming messiah from the house of the prophet. The messiah will come and lead the Muslims in this time, but people will desert him, then Jesus will be resurrected and defeat the anti-Christ, and then everyone will be judged. 
-Jesus and the “Mahti” (messiah) will work together to defeat evil.
bay’a, the oath of allegiance:
-When electing a Caliph, the elders (I think other people could too) would perform a bay’a on the elected person. 
-Laying hand upon the arm of the Caliph to show your approval and support of their position/election. To refuse to lay hands upon them was to reject/express disapproval of their authority. 
Jahiliyyah, the Age of Ignorance: 
-The Pre-Islamic period prior to the ‘restoration’ of the Abrahamic tradition that occurred with the rise of Islam and the Qur’an.
-Tribal Arab nation, which religion wise hosted a fair amount of pagan religions, though some monotheistic religions like Judaism and Christianity. 
‘Umar: 
-The 2nd Caliph following the death of Mohammad, seen as the founder of the Islamic State. 
-Selected by the Islamic community (was later assassinated) 
-was opposing and upright, very rigid in understanding.
-creates title for himself (commander of the faithful), very militaristic. 
-He began conquests outside of Arabia, founded garrison towns (outside conquered cities)
-established financial institution the diwan. 
Yathrib(Medina): 
-A city that was having problems of conflicts, asked Mohammad to come and be an mediator for them. 
-Mohammad goes there after leaving Mecca.  Originally it some Jewish tribes, though they were later expelled. 
Zoroastrianism: 
-A Persian religion.
-Would influence Muslim faith
	-believed they had an ethical responsibility to choose God in the struggle between Good and Evil.
Fitna (temptation, trial, dissension): 
-came to have a primary sense of "'revolt', 'disturbances', 'civil war', but a civil war that breeds schism and in which the believers' purity of faith is in grave danger."[18] This was especially so as it came, in the term First Fitna, to refer to the first major civil war of the Islamic Caliphate, which lasted from 656 to 661. "On account of the struggles that marked Mu‘āwiya's advent, the term fitna was later applied to any period of disturbances inspired by schools or sects that broke away from the majority of believers.
*Quraysh: 
-Were a tribe that gained control over Mecca and with it the very profitable pilgrimages to the Ka’aba.  They became very wealthy over the idol worship. 
-Were angry at Mohammad and his followers (they were disrupting the caravan trade and speaking out against the idols of the Ka’aba. 
*Khārijites:
-Sometimes seen as the first extremists of the Islamic faith. 
-After Ali decided to negotiate with Mu’awiya, they split off from following him, condemning his compromise. They wanted to follow the will of God, not the will of man. 
-seperated themselves from those who they saw as not true believers. 
-Saw themselves as the only true believers. 
-A Kharijite would assassinate Ali. 
Khadija: 
-Mohammad’s first wife. She was a wealthy and powerful widow, who impressed with Mohammad’s capabilities and honesty, proposed to him. 
-Said to be the first convert to Islam. 
-She was the one who comforted Mohammad after his “revelations” 
-Her wealth and power gave Mohammad not only income, but a source of protection from the Quarish tribe, after Khadija’s death, attacks upon him and his followers intensified. 
 
Dhimmis:
-Protected non-Muslims in the Islamic State. 
-by paying the Jizya tax, they were given a certain level of protection of their rights in their communities, but their political rights in the Islamic Empire were limited. 
-Originally applied to Christians and Jews, but later was broadened to include Buddhists, Hindus, Zoroastrians (among others) This probably was due to the fact that the Muslims were conquering a great deal of land and it was easier to subdue nations, not to mention gain great wealth from taxing them. 
Mi’raj: 
-Mohammad’s night journey, where he apparently ascended to the heavens and spoke to all the previous prophets. 
-He also flew to Jerusalem. 
*mamluk: 
-Mamluk=that which is possessed (aka slavery) 
-Abbasid Caliph al-Mu’tasim wanted an army he felt he could rely on, an army that would be completely loyal to the Caliph (was dealing with some Shi’a rebellions, plus was having trouble controlling vast lands. 
-Caliph started importing Turkish people from the Eurasian steps as fighters.
-A form of military slavery, these military slaves were POW’s (prisoners of war), or bought at slave markets, sometimes from Africa. Central Asia was where they got military slaves since they were known to be tough fighters, good archers and horsemen. 
- The Mamluks were often bought as children in slave markets, trained for military service, somewhere along the way they were freed (after converting to Islam) At some point during their training they are taught the religion of Islam and once they convert, they are technically free (Muslims can’t have other Muslims as slaves). 
-However they owe every part of their status and power to the Caliph. Being a military slave gives you social mobility, you could move up the ladder very far, on the other side of the coin the caliph could also just kill you on a whim. These mamluk after serving loyally the Caliph were sometimes sent to far off provinces of the empire, and were allowed to marry and have children etc. Eventually these people decide to break off and just set up their own dynasties, which their children will inherit. Since they’re so far off, the Caliph can’t do much to them. He created the mamluk (60 000 Turk soldiers strong) to strengthen empire, but ultimately they fracture it. Caliph built these mamluk forces a city outside Muslim city (don’t want them too close) 


*Umayyad dynasty: 
-shift from a religious caliphate to a dynastic, Arab and imperial state, much more secular opinion of power. Inherited certain traditions from their Arab heritage, borrowed other practices from Sasanians.
-There were Arab Christians, Greeks and Persians who served in this administration. 
-Left local administration alone as much as possible in conquered cities. 
-Earlier historiography portrays Umayyads in a negative light: for Shi’a, as tyrannical usurpers who wrested the caliphate from ‘Ali; for Sunna, as a bunch of irreligious and sinful usurpers who left the righteous path of Islam. (Modern scholars are kinder in their depictions)
-Umayyad expanded their bureaucracy, which was all in Arabic, Arabic become the language of religion, law, politics, and science.
-Were overthrown by the Abbasids with support of the followers of Ali (they thought a new group would improve their situation (it didn’t) 
-The followers of Ali saw the Umayyads as persecutors. 
-After they were overthrown by the Abbasids, they were hunted down and killed. One Umayyad prince would escape to Spain though and eventually declare himself the rightful Caliph (would be during the time of 3 Caliphs)


Jizya: 
-The Jizya tax was a tax on non-Muslims. They were required to pay the tax, in return for a certain degree of protection from other tribes and for freedom to govern themselves.
-If you converted to Islam you no longer had to pay the Jizya tax, though you did have to pay zakat. 
-Originally only for Jews and Christians, however as the Muslims conquered more land, they discovered they could make great wealth by taxing people who were not “people of the book” or monotheistic

