Heart of Darkness – Pre-Reading and Part One
Imperialism: the practice, the theory and the attitudes of a dominating metropolitan centre ruling a distant territory. (Definition from Edward Said, Culture and Imperialism)
Example: Heart of Darkness opens in London, on the Thames river, The narrator offers an extended reflection upon England as an imperial power – with ships setting out on the Thames to conquer new territories. (The growing of an empire.)
Colonialism: almost always a consequence of imperialism, it is the implanting of settlements on distant territory. (definition from Edward Said, Culture and Imperialism)
19TH Century Western Powers: The Age of Empire
· in 1800 Western powers claimed 55% of earth’s surface, but actually held only 35%
· By 1878 western powers held 67% of the world’s surface.
-Much of Europe’s economy was oriented to its colonial holding. Imperial powers depended on their colonies for resources and slave labour. The impulse towards imperialism, one could argue rests in a desire for wealth, power and political sphere of influence.
Imperialism is often underwritten by particular ideas—or ideologies (belief systems)—that legitimate what is often a violent and forcible colonization and domination of a space and its people.
· In Marlow’s own words: “The conquest of..” (Heart Of Darkness, 20)
This imperialist ideology involves particular attitudes and assumptions of the colonizer including particular ideas about the colonized that underwrites, supports and justifies hierarchies of power and systems of domination between colonizer and the colonized. The colonizer essentially assumes cultural, moral and/or racial superiority over the colonized.
KeyTerm: “Manichean Allegory” (mah-nee-key-en) – a dualistic system of thinking in which one thinks of things in terms of one concept versus another (Light vs. Darkness, Order vs. Chaos, Civilization vs. The Savage, etc)
England believed they were the light, with their purity through Christianity, with the unknown “savages” of Africa representing the darkness.
· Colonialism is also a kind of dehumanization of other human beings, ex: seeing the Africans as merely body parts, or “dark-skinned, slumped over creatures”.
Marlow says in the first few pages of the book, “this too was once a place of darkness”, later calling into question, where is the heart of darkness?
KeyTerm: “Aposiosesis”- suddenly breaking off in the middle of an idea, and the possible things that this suggests about a character, a flashback, setting, etc. (Marlow says “What redeems it is the idea only. An idea at the back of it; not a sentimental pretence but an idea; and an unselfish belief in the idea == something you can set up and bow down before, and offer a sacrifice to… He broke off.”
· -Represents a darker memory that Marlow does not want to speak of any longer. 
; Marlow says he originally explored Africa simply because it was a blank spot on the map; he wished to bring light to it. We can find themes of impressionism and symbolism throughout the story (his physical journey is rather symbolic of his own mental/emotional journey)
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