Media and Race – Chapter 4 Oct. 1/2014

Next week review Chap 1-4 
· Last week concept of whiteness: 
· Standard of taste in mainstream society
· Race is not stable, it’s concept changes 
· This constant change has caused confusion of what race actually is
This week: 
· Dacosta: 
· Interpreter with the explorer Champlain
· Interpreter with the aboriginals 
· Only certain types of world history was exposed to the rest of the world because it was a white man’s world and the white man told what history they wanted the rest to know.
The Last Spike: 
· Rail road picture
· Picture of an important ceremony held to hammer in the last spike of the rail road
· The picture was of white men….but the white men did not do any of the labour
· But who helped with this construction? Mainly Chinese who were imported but you don’t see any of them in the picture
· Another example of confusion of history and the white man’s history
· Confusion because non-whites looking at white culture and trying to figure out where they belong 
· Perceived by what their skin colour is
· And this becomes the dominant discourse
· How media like the Last Spike picture presents concepts and materials and that is what we see and don’t know any different
Whiteness becomes a way to understand life around us; but what is high culture?
· Terms emerge like white trash and white slavery 
· White slavery: used to denote women who are enslaved by other cultures
· The enslavement of European women
· White trash: still white but not to the same quality as real white people 
· The use of white attached to a bad term: 
· White is things admired
· Although they attached other words to it, it’s that yes they are white but they lost that status
· The norm is off
· Refers to a higher culture
· Tendency towards non- violence
· White is tendency of modernity, technological advancements, things that are valued
Non-whiteness: 
· Things not admired
· Cultural backyardness
· Tendency towards violence
· All things not white
· No technological advances, etc. 
Dominant Discourse:
· Pervasive
· Constant in media
· Contains ideas that we think are true because people with great status say and repeat it
· This is the way that history is written
· Whiteness will be symbolic and high human achievement
Tarzan example: 
· Middle of Africa
· White man
· Raised by apes, not educated, not part of western culture, little language development
· Despite being raised by apes, hes still seen to have intelligence which is seen as being white
· Build on dominant discourse of whiteness
The present is the lens of how the past is viewed:
· Is has always been white/western societies who excel
· These societies feed on dominant discourse
Development: 
· What is considered to be a developed country indicates development standards such as: GNP, tech. advancements, population, life expectancy, economics (how much money), health care
· OECD: operations economics….doesn’t matter name
· Who gets to be considered a developed country and who doesn’t 
· Mostly western/Europeans and Australian countries
· In this decision social problems do not get tabulated such as : domestic abuse, addiction problems, rape, suicide, etc…
· These are not on the scale nor measure
1st and 3rd world countries: 
· 1st world countries are western countries, have developed standards
· 3rd world are countries in the south like many African countries
· But what happened to 2nd world countries? 
· They were communist countries
· But during the cold war 2nd world got absorbed into 1st world
· Racial binary happened
· And non-whites became third world 
· And when countries are not up to our 1st world standards we call them 3rd world 
· But can a 1st world country have 3rd world regions? 
· Yes Canada for example – Aboriginal regions are considered 3rd world country living conditions
· There standards are considered 3rd world because of their characteristics 
Wars: 
· 5 main countries in the UN that can veto any vote for large decisions like a world war
· Which include America, Russia, China and ….
· 10 other countries are in the rotation and get the chance to vote however is any of the 5 countries don’t agree their decision will change the vote
· How come they are so powerful? 
· Strongest armies and weapons
· But because they were the winners of the 2nd WW
· With this power they have sophisticated means of violence and are responsible of the safety of the entire planet
· They have all this weapon power but where are they made? America and Russia (whiteness)
· And they supply the world
The word black: 
· Many westerners refer to as Africa as black
· Although not all Africans see themselves as black
· For example Ethiopians do not consider themselves black as they do not have the “typical” black features (flattened nose, hair, etc…)
· Different interpretations of the word
· And who is African/American? 
· Those who come from Africa to America or those who migrated years ago from African and now have true American heritage
· Up for debate because their histories’ are different
· Those migrated came through slavery and established themselves in American and those coming over now have African history
Whiteness of Retro:
· What does retro do? 
· Things that are passé
· Trying to bring the past back into contemporary use
· The ironic recooperation of bring the uncool back to become cool
· Important to the economy that we continue to have uncool and cool, because manufacturers are ready to make and consumers are ready to buy
· Retro: tries to speak back to the cultural force
· Takes advantage of the feeling of nostalgia
· Nostalgia connected to consumption because having that brings us back, example – back to when we were young and carefree
· Movements like this happening today 
· Example: Black nerds
· - they take retro artifacts, all different artifacts(clothes, vases, stuffed animals, etc…) add a twist to them to make them cool again
· [bookmark: _GoBack]They take things that were typically western white from the past and providing changes to make them more black which opens up a consumption for the black people market

