The language of Politics- Part 1

When we study politics, we study power and conflicts

What is Politics?
· Its about who gets what, when where and why
· The authoritative allocations of values and resources 

Three components of power: 
· Power is having the ability to make someone do something, they wouldn’t normally do.
· Coercion- The use of excessive force, which goes beyond the rules of the state.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Influence- Persuading and convincing someone to do something they normally wouldn’t do, through blackmailing, bribing etc..
· Authority- Someone that has power legally, over another individual


1. Institutions

· Institutions create and enforce laws and rules- the rules of society are divided into two; Informal and formal rules.
· Informal rules are rules that are not necessarily officially written down, but are part of the daily society. (Getting up for elders in the bus) 
· Formal rules on the other hand are written down, legally. 


2. Ideology 

· Organized systems, values and beliefs about how the world is, and how the world should be.
· Conservatism and liberalism are both democratic ideologies.




The language of Politics- Part 2

Democracy:
· Free and fair elections
· Power is in the hands of citizens
· Participation, accountability and presidential parties are the three basics of democracy
· Stable governmental system, and fair to its citizens

The state:
· A state is a permanent set of political organizations and political intitutions
· States can appear in two forms; Strong states and weak states (also known as Peripheric and semi-peripheric)

Federal/unitary:
· How democratic rules divide between national and sub-national

Political parties:
· It is a group of individuals who joined together for the purposes of capturing public authority, in order to implement a policy agenda

Civil society:
· Social movements and interest groups; two key components
· Groups of individual who joined together for the purpose of influencing policy makers


Why compare?

Subfields:
· Five major subfields in Comparative Politics; International relation, domestic politics, policy and public administration, and political theory

1. International relations
· Main goal is to focus on states are structured and how they function
2. Domestic politics
· Comparing governments ex. Canada, The United States of America and France
· Focuses on the situation inside the country ( taxes, healthcare etc..)

3. Public policy
· Here we analyze how to be a good bureaucrat and what is their main focus- Their acts and strategies

4. Political theory 

      5. Cause and Effect
· Somebody who makes a lot of money, makes them successful ex. Justin Bieber is successful because of many components, which are the causes of his success (Effect)
· Causes are independent variables and effects are dependent variables
· A variable is something that can assume different level of degrees; “ Why are some democracies good and bad?”

Approaches

· Area studies/ Ideographic 
· Nomothetic 
· Puzzle based approach

Ideographic; 
· Main goal is to test theories, where they haven’t been tested before.
· Help to come up with different theories and hypotheses 

Nomothetic;
· The main goal is to reduce the amount of explanation or variables
· Bringing politics the closest possibly to the study of science



Puzzle based approach;
· Observations empirically made cannot be explained with existing theories/ hypothesis 
· Its about confronting theories with observations



Comparing and miscomparing

Why compare?
· Comparing is controlling
· To control (verify or falsify) whether generalizations hold across the cases
· Comparative control is one of the methods of control- a weaker one. 
· Experimental and statistical controls are the more powerful controllers


1.Differences and similarities

Without differences, comparative politics would be useless as there would not be anything to observe and compare. 

Measuring the levels of happiness; we need to take into account the economic factors that have a good impact, the level of democracy in the state and personal security. 

2. Change and continuity

1969 was the collapse of the Soviet- Union, which raised questions as to why a communist state falls.







How to compare

Independent and dependent variables;
· Positive relationship and negative relationship
· Independent is the cause
· Dependent is the effect
· There could be multiple independent variables- multiple causes that come together, which creates a phenomena 

How to phrase theory;
· Dependent variables are dependent on the independent variable ex. “Success depends on talent”- Success is the cause, talent is the effect
· Positive relationship occurs when the dependent and the independent move in the same direction
· Negative relationship occurs when the variables are inversely 

Diachronic/synchronic;
· Diachronic is when there is a change overtime within a single case. Ex. “Why do people have a change in music taste, as they get older?”
· Diachronic evaluates the relationship with things
· Synchronic observes a difference across countries, within a controlled time period

Most similar/Most different;











1. Jared Diamond;
· His interest and area of focus is to understand why societies fail- the success and failure of societies 
· Human attitudes and factors can impact the society, positively or negatively.
· According to Diamond, the main reason to why societies fail is because of “The Elites”- The Elites are the rich people. If they have a short-term interest, they are being selfish and therefore the society would fail.
· It depends on the elites decision making 

2.Giovanni Sartori
· According to him, comparative politics is about comparative checking
· Comparative checking is verifying and falsifying a theory/hypotheses- checking theories
· He also argues that testing theories and generating them is essential to comparative politics

Major problems in comparative politics (Rules of the game)
· Parochialism- single case study
· Misclassification-  Comparing things that cannot be compared at all
· Conceptual stretching- making a theory too broad, until every concept fits the theory.
· Degreeism- Too many degrees will have an impact on the dependent variable.

3. Evaluation
· Identify common themes
· Mobilizing readings, lecture notes, videos etc..







Democracy


A. Procedural/substantive
· Procedural democracy is the free and fair elections at regular temperal intervals- competition is high between the different parties
· Substantive democracy focuses on the quality of the democracies- how many parties?

B. Representative/direct/deliberative
· In a representative democracy, elected members are to represent the rights of the citizens- to represent us and speak for us.
· In a direct democracy, the citizens assemble themselves in order to vote. EX. In the U.S (Denver) the citizens decided to legalize marijuana, through their government.
· Deliberative democracy strengthens citizen voices in governance by including people of all races, classes, ages and geographies in deliberations that directly affect public decisions.
· At the end of the day, the people have the power and the decision-making is in their hands.


What Democracy is.. And is not


· Modern political democracy is a system of governance in which citizens, acting indirectly through the competition hold rulers accountable for their actions in the public realm and cooperation of their elected representatives.
· Democracy does not consist only of a single set of institutions- there are many types of democracy.
· Democracies depends on who the rulers are- people that have specialized roles, and can give legitimate rules to others. 
· Difference between democratic rulers and nondemocratic, are the norms of how they come to power.
· Citizens are the most distinctive element in a democracy. Historically, there used to be severe restrictions on citizenship. They were divided based on age, gender, class, race, literacy, etc. 





What Democracy is

Modern political democracy is a system of governance, where rulers are held accountable, competition and cooperation of their elected representatives.

System of governance/regime

· It is an ensemble of pattern to access public office
· How some are included and excluded 

For a system to function;

· It mist be institutionalized, meaning that the system must be known and practiced by most, if not all.
· Constitution- They are written rules and regulations- there are also unwritten rules.
· Difference between democratic and nondemocratic is how they come to power, and their practices that hold them accountable for their actions

1. Rulers-  Persons with specialized authority, what differentiates them from nondemocratic rulers? 
· The way they come to power
· The way they are held accountable for their actions

2. The public realm
· Contains the making of collective norms- rules that affect everyone
· Choices binding on a society 
· Two broad types of democracies; liberal and social democracy
· Liberal democracy- public sphere or realm narrowly defined, and where private sector has more power
· Social democracy- Public sphere is wider, and private sector is narrower- they are opposite to each other.
· There must be a balance between public and private sector

3. Citizens- They are the most distinctive elements in a democracy. Historically, being recognized as a citizens would depend on race, sex, religion, literacy, age,et
4. Competition- “Is a necessary evil”- important to give best choice. Evil may lead to ‘faction’, or division within a society- this may bring conflict instead of cooperation
5. Election- Majority and minority …
6. Majority rules, minorities have no say
7. Cooperation- Deliberation is important (debating) 


	





Procedures that make Democracy possible

· Procedural norms should be followed, and civic rights must be respected.
· Any polity (political system) that fails to follow the “rules of law” is a nondemocratic.
· Procedures alone will not define democracy, but their presence is indispensable. Thus they are necessary, but not sufficient for the existence of democracy.
· Robert Dahl’s list of conditions in order to have democracy;

1. Constitution- Decisions about polity should be vested in elected officials by constitution 
2. Elections- officials should be elected in frequent and fairly conducted elections.
3. Right to vote- practically all adults have the right to vote in elections
4. Citizens- have the right to express themselves without danger or fear of punishment.
5. Associations- citizens have the right to establish independent associations (political parties)
6. Information- citizens have the right to seek out sources of information (private media)
7. Officials- should have freedom to exercise their power, constitutionally 
8. Governance- The polity should be self-governing 
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