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Policy Issues in Québec Education: OVERVIEW

Midterm Notes Page 1-48

The Fundamentals

· Policy: the rules that structure a system, and the actions that enforce them 
 


· Is how we resolve educational issues

· issue: a topic of debate, a controversy, a reason for reflection and discussion

· policy usually 
manages but cannot resolve the issue

The Facts: (MEQ, 2003)
· about 200,000 
students

· 65% in the youth sector

· 35% in higher 
education 


· youth sector- 
Elementary, High School, Adult Education


· higher education- College, University, Continuing Education

Five Professional Competencies

· Subject


· Pedagogy

· Content/ Pedagogy

· Curriculum based knowledge (where subject is in program)

· Professional knowledge (rules, system, conduct)

The Priorities: MEQ, 2001
· improve the educational achievement of students by encouraging them to learn as much as they can and to stay in school until they graduate (issue of dropouts)

· ensure that academic 
programs reflect the reality of today's world and the changing labour market (shift of curriculum from academics to training)

· provide individuals with qualifications in keeping with their aptitudes, with a view to 
helping them enter and stay in the labour force  

The Issues

· continuity and 
change (What 
needs to change)


· classical and current

· historical roots


· inherent dualisms 

(French/ English, Private/ Public, Religious/ Secular)

· diversity-Pluralism

· reform

· rights/responsibiliteis

· standards/ priority

· classical/current

· governance

· schools

· students

· teachers

· parents

· educational priorities

The Beginnings of Education in Québec

Overview

1. The French Regime (1663-1760)

2. The Conquest (1760)

3. The Québec Act (1774)

4. Education in the British Regime (1763)

5. The Durham Report (1839) 


The French Regime 
(1608-1760)

a. The French arrive in Québec (after Christopher Columbus set out to find the “New World” in 1492)

i. Due to economic and religious reasons



ii. In search of Asia Indians, ‘Lachine’


iii. Was colonial until 67, the systems were first used by England then Franc

b. Education in New France

(The inaccessibility of the education system resulted in an illiterate population and no printing press in New France- “learning can go no further than a written word takes it.”)

Education was private and religious. Education was the responsibility of the missions.

Converting the natives was a priority

Primary: only for the high/ elite class

Secondary: non-existent

College: limited purposes

i. Pre-French regime- education was handled by Elders, not systematic


ii. education was low in priorities after settlement

iii. education was 
private, and for boys only 





iv. purpose was to create order, missionary purposes


v. regime was private and religious

1. Served for young minds to serve as clerical and religious purpose create priests, nuns and nurses (there were very few professions other than these jobs, such as medicine and legal services). All other types of professionals were brought in from France.
· The kingdoms that sent out explorers were very competitive.

· Most of the explorers 
were from places that were developing at a faster rate. They 
therefore wanted more land. 


· Jacques Cartier was 
the explorer for France- 3 trips: 1534, 1535, 1539. 


· His expedition was due to:

1. The renaissance, which was a time of technological growth and the beginning of the world as we know it today (Da Vinci).

2. The passage to the East was conquered by the Turks and the other routes were long and dangerous so they needed a better route. 


· He went to find:

1. a route to the Far East (China & India) 



2. spices (used to preserve food) and silk (better material than wool) 


3. Gold and diamonds (which he thought he found but actually didn’t). 


· He ended up sailing down the Saint Lawrence.

1. Due to the failure of Cartier’s trip and the lack of funds, France decided to abandon their expeditions.


2. In New France, religion was central and constantly affected the daily lives of people (more than the government). 


3. Responsibilities of Church: school, hospital, welfare, converting natives. 


· In 1517 Martin Luther 
wrote a protest against the church and nailed it to the church’s door. 

· In 1530 Europe divides into Catholic and Protestant- Luther began this reform. This 
resulted in many wars between the Protestants and Catholics. 


· In 1572, Protestants were persecuted for their reformed beliefs. France began to see the cost of these religious wars.

· In 1598 France signed a religious treaty and also was able to afford more expeditions.

· In 1608 Samuel De Champlain created Frances first settlement in Quebec where he built 
a fort and trading port.

· Even though they were looking for a route to china, silk and gold, the French found furs 
instead. Fur trading became a very important business and was managed by the Europeans. The Church sent missionaries on the expedition to convert the natives.

· Quebec now has: politics, religion and business.

· Farmers also immigrated to Canada because after 1348, the population in France began to increase and they couldn’t grow sufficient crops.

· In 1598, a law was passed that tolerated Protestants known as the “Law of Tolerance” which gave them the right to live in peace and practice their religion. 


· New France: Catholic

· New England: 
Protestant 


· Louis IV said “keep your friends close but your enemies closer”. In fact, he built Versailles to hold aristocracy close so that they could not turn on him.)

· In New England, there  was civil war because the English were accepting Catholics. 


The Conquest (1760)- due to the conflicts between the English and French. 

· The population of New England grew (to over 1 million people) so they needed more land. The French had a way smaller population (approx: 70000) but much larger territory so the English decided to try and conquer New France. (the Spanish did the same) France did not have enough people nor troops to defend all their land
· The English wanted to

1. control the fur trade

2. settle in the Ohio valley (a epic fertile place)

· The French hoped to protect Montreal but it was impossible to defend. Montreal is a commercial center- that is approachable because it is a flat island. It was easy for the English and their navy to surround Montreal and invade from all sides. Therefore, the French surrounded it (didn’t want to loose lives or ruin the infrastructure) but did not give up the war. Quebec is on a cliff, while Montreal has no natural boundaries and can be attacked on all sides. The French eventually surrendered Quebec with a series of demands.

· The Capitulation of Montreal: The French surrendered Quebec with a series of demands. The French would not be deported back to France (Because of their extreme poverty) and could live in Montreal, while the English would become the administrators. The French retained the right to speak their language and practice their religion. The French language/religion was tolerated in the Quebec Act.


1. New France becomes a British Colony

2. 1759  Montcalm/ Wolfe Intercolonial War


3. France surrendered New France for Islands (sugar over fur)


4. New France becomes a British Colony. The English did not displace the French after the 
conquest which is how the French survive. France was devastated when they discovered that New France was conquered (QQ). 


5. The English in Québec:

· A big part of the Economy, politically influenced, a small population, urban

6. The French in Québec:

· French had many kids and could not be ignored


· Controlled the Church and most of the land, population was large and rural, conservative

The English did not displace the French, but the French were worried- their population consisted mainly of rural farmers because the aristocrats, bishops and politicians left (only the Priests stayed to tend to the needs of the Catholics). Contrarily, the English population consisted of the business class and aristocracy leaving the French commoners and the Church very vulnerable. The French therefore decided to increase their population in an attempt to obtain more power (revenge of the cradle).

Britain resented the 13 Colonies because they spent so much money on the war (sounds like today’s war on terror)- England therefore began to tax its colonies (stamp taxes, tax on imports, the Quartey law, Thompson Act, the tea tax 1773 Boston tea party!). This resulted in friction between the colonies and the British soldiers.

1. The Québec Act (1774)- really angered the 13 colonies.
2. The American 
Revolution and the War of Independence

3. Influx of Americans

4. The Québec Act of 1774:

5. Gave French some fundamental rights

6. able to speak their language and practice their religion

1. OK for French to be in politics

2. given land fertile, around Ohio valley (angered 13 colonies because they conquered that land). 








ii. The Americans wanted the land that France got. The natives first had this land they used it for the furs. England wanted to control the fur trade, but needed to appease the French so gave the land to the French colony. The British were upset that the Americans had not helped out in the Seven Years' War against the French. The Americans rebelled in 1774 and won in 1775. They signed the declaration of independence in 1776. The Quebec Act was meant to punish the Americans but ultimately it fueled the American Revolution.

1. Geographic and Demographic duality


2. English and French settlers, difficult to manage

· The Quebec Act was established to obtain French loyalty and to prevent an uprising. 


· The Articles of 
Capitulation (1760) and the Quebec Act (1774) ensured the survival of the French Canadians. 

· In 1776, America declared their independence unofficially (meaning the British didn’t recognize them as a country).

· In 1781, the Americans defeated the British in the American Revolution and separated from them. It took two years to sort everything out.

· In 1783, everything was resolved with two Treaties (one recognized their independence, the other outlined the borders): 


1) Treaty of Versailles

2) Treaty of Paris

· Not all Americans were in favour of separating from Britain so they moved to New 
France - they were known as the Loyalists. The Loyalists were the first Englishmen to settle (meaning own land in the country and farm) in New France.

· The settling of the Loyalists resulted in religious dualism (Catholics and Protestants).

· The Loyalists also demanded a Protestant education.

Education in the British Regime (1763)

1. Constitutional Act (1791) 


a. Upper (English) and Lower (French) Canada

b. The loyalist came to Canada (Ontario), they didn’t want to be Catholic or French. They also wanted democracy. They divided Canada into upper/lower Canada. The Upper, English Canada, had democracy. The French elected a French government. They passed separate laws and assemblies.

c. Representative forms 
of Government

2. Act for the Establishment of Free Schools and the Advancement of Learning (1801)

An attempt to centralize education viewed as a way anglicize by French who stayed out of 
it.

System of schools:

a. Only English attended 
(this was a problem for the French. They wanted to send their kids to Catholic schools).

b. The French Roman church told the French not to send their children to English schools. They said the schools would assimilate their children making them protestant.

c. The British believed that people should be educated and enlightened for industrial reasons.

d. The English wanted the French to get an education so they paid the Roman Catholic church to open schools the French would go to.

3. Fabriques Act (1824) (Parish Act )
a. British saw value in educating the French: to help the economy and standard of living.

b. ‘Fabriques’ is an old word for ‘Parish’

c. Education was put in hands of Church. French parishes were given money for education specifically: (Gave more local control: Opposite of the Royal 
Act)
i. legislative right


d. Wanted to encourage the french to get some basic education. It (decentralizing) worked so well they decided to go a step further with the Syndics Act.
4. Syndics Act (1829) (readings (p7-9) Act for the Encouragement of Elementary Education)

The main goal was to dedicate and make available more money for education. By 
decentralizing and shifting overall control.

a. Creation of the Royal Institution and commissionaires(trustees or syndics) from each area controlled educational resourcing making educational secular. The school board is meant to control resources (aka stuff was decentralizing via local control / dolling out funds).

b. Beginning of school districts each with elected commissioners. Everyone loved this.

c. 327 to 1372 schools in 1836.

d. Things seemed to settle down in 1829, but not for long. Problems between the people and the  establishment arouse in Ontario and New Brunswick. The demand for responsible government (designed for a family compact). The institution did not reflect the people’s wishes. The institution was seen as a clique that was hard to join and influence.

e. The people sent a message through rebellions. Protests failed, but the message got across.

f. The British were tired of fighting.

g. So the sent in Durham.

The Durham Report (1839)

a. Rebellions from 1837-1888

b. In 1837 Canadians started to rebel.

c. Things were economically bad from pour harvests.

d. Government didn’t know what to do and bought themselves time by sending out a 
 committee (Durham). They also didn’t want an uprising.

e. British colony 
advisor- Lord Durham was there to discover what was wrong with the colonies and to make recommendations for improvements. 


f. “I came here expecting to find one race but found two warring in the same state.”

g. Durham recommend:

1. to cure the political situation:

i. To convert the french from their backward ways. They still obeyed the Church more than the government. To benefit from a progressive government they needed to obey it. Change to English law. Often misunderstood as an attempt assimilate French Canadians and to turn them into full British subjects.
ii. He said we needed a responsible government that listened to the people.

2. to fix the education system:

i. Step up the school system, due to the general ignorance of both the English and French population. They had no secondary schools (yet) and most schools closed due to lack of funding.

ii. Unify the school boards. Running two boards doubled the costs.

iii. Start a public school system were a dissent be granted to minority religious groups.

h. Durham made 
recommendations then dies of natural causes.

i. The British didn’t listen to Durham since he was just an Advisor. They didn’t like his first idea because they didn’t want a French Rebellion. The first idea turned them off they also ignored his other recommendations which were good for education and very progressive. 

j. To this day, all his recommendations have yet to be fulfilled

a. secular: today, yes, with religious underlying- change in 1997

b. unified: today, no, NOT unified- in Boards Montreal: 2 English and 3 French

c. anglicized: no, ????

d. Public school system: done that

“the French were reluctant to join the Americans (better the devil we know).”????
Dual-Denominationalism and Confederation

Opinion vs. Position (an opinion that is supported and informed)

Overview

1. The Common School Act (1841)\



Common = People

2. The Education Act (1846)

3. Confederation and the BNA Act (1867)

4. Implication of Confederation on Québec Education

1. The Common School Act (1841)

a. Necessary for a public school system

b. By 1839, foundations were in place

c. In 1841, the government decided to cater to 2 groups- Catholics and Protestants

i. religion at that 
time was more important than language

d. Creation of Common School Boards throughout Quebec


i. Every District was to have a common school

ii. common- school system for the people, public school for everybody

e. Who were threatened 
by this act? The Protestants

i. They were a minority (in QC) 




ii. In ON- Catholics were the minority

f. There was a substantial Jewish minority group in QC also

i. dissenting minorities were mostly Protestants

ii. this happened 
almost immediately

g. One part of QC always had more problems: Montreal

i. usually requiring special policy clauses

h. Granted religious minorities (RCs and Prots) the right to dissent 



i. it was more beneficial to be considered a minority because you could be a dissenter group (seperate and create your own school board). The minorities were better off, they had extra benefits. 
ii. Dual system.

iii. It wasn’t clear what the majority was in all cases.

iv. They argued in Quebec, Montreal and Trois Riviere. So they were granted equal rights(those of the dissenter).

i. Gave RCs and Prots official religious status serious implications:


i. Boards became confessional boards 

2. The Education Act (1846)

a. Confessional Boards in Urban Areas


Two complete and equal school boards with the rights of minorities. Both open to all.


Three types of boards protected from 1867-1997 protected by constitution

b. Three types of school boards in Québec prior to confederation
i. Secular (rural)- Catholic- French/ Cross



ii. Dissentient (rural)- Protestant- English/ Queen Victoria



iii. Confessional (Urban) PSBGM/ CECM


1. Everywhere in QC was served by 2 boards (Cath/ Prot). Usually, one became de facto religious because of dissenters. In Montreal, PSBGM tended to be less religious

3. Confederation and the BNA Act (1867) 




Union of three and division of 4 of provinces. They needed the railway.
a. British changed the way they ruled colonies in 1848

b. Colonial free trade

c. Prince Albert convinced Queen Victoria that Britain would be stronger if her colonies were made free-er (self governing)

d. 1860- USA (south) was in bad shape (Civil War)

e. North won- against slavery, centralized government and Free trade (bad for Canada)

f. Canada- Confederation

1. transportation

a. Railway (Federal)





b. Roads (Provinces)

-Education was not a priority, but was in section 93 in Act. 


Provinces to enter confederation, and there is a law in education that supports religious minorities and so it became a constitutional protection (2 religious school boards in rural and in urban- confessional board.)


BIG PICTURE

-Section 93- Education is a provincial responsibility:

“Alexander dude wanted to protect the Protestants in Quebec and Catholics in Ontario.”
-Protects the English/Protestant in Quebec and French/Catholics in Ontario divided on religious 
not linguistic bases. The groups protected during the time of the constitution will always be 
protected.

-Section 93.1 Grants protection to religious boards: 

-the common schools were not protected by the BNA act but the confessional and 

constitutional law had to be amended.
1. Implication of 
Confederation

a. ‘crystallized’ QC education

b. made it practically impossible to change (lots of defiance)- difficult!


c. dual denominational system

d. every district had 2 systems (Catholic/ Prot) legal or de facto 

i. many emerging problems

ii. took almost 100 years to solve

iii. lot of energy spent

2. Protestant Concerns- education is solely a provincial legislation/responsibility, and when education was being given to 
 the provinces, the Protestants began to worry; “if you give 
 education to the province then the province will use it to assimilate the protestant” – Alexander 

Section 93 of the BNA 
 Act 


1. Education is solely a provincial responsibility

2. All rights and privileges enjoyed by Prots and RCs were constitutionally protected

a. Any religious minority that is recognized by education with respect to the law. If a group is protected when a province joined they got constitutional immunity (aka couldn’t be abolished).

3. Class of persons, in Québec, refers only to Prots and RCs (refer to the Common School 
Act of 1841 and the Education Act of 1846)

4. Confessional and Dissentient School boards were constitutionally protected

4. Implication of Confederation on Québec Education

1. Confederation 
confirmed, rather than altered, the existing school system in Québec


2. Confederation “before the ink was dry” created a dual-denominational system

3. Although the system was regarded as effective and tolerant of minorities, it soon became 
problematic...

Three types of school boards in Québec

1867-1997

	


	Common

(1841)




	Dissentient

(1841)




	Confessional

(1846)





	Rural or urban




	Rural




	Rural




	urban





	Common 




(open to all)




	De jure (legally)
YES

De facto (in 


fact)
NO




	De jure (in the eyes of 


the law)

NO

De facto

NO




	De jure

YES

De facto

Roman Catholic- NO

Protestant- YES





	Denominational

(Religious)




	De jure

NO

De facto

YES




	De jure

YES

De facto

YES




	De jure

YES

De facto

YES





	Protected by 




BNA act




	NO




	YES




	YES






Education act
First modern education act 1841 and then in 1846

Later- 1964, 1979…

Quiet Revolution (1960’s)

1. Situation in the 1950’s

a. Low retention rates up to grade 8 in schools: Most places were high between 66-87%. In Quebec it was 90% for the English and only 48% for the French. reasons:

i. Wasn’t important to them. 

ii. They lacked aspiration.

iii. Wanted to farm and practice religion.

iv. French revenge of the cradle: Worked to prevent deportation and assimilation. Commonly they had 10-15 children. but it was costly. It was way too hard to get them to school and pay their tuition and board for classical college.

v. Maurice Duplessis said “education is just like alcohol. Some people just can’t handle it.” Self serving and wouldn’t step on the churches toes, Dup knew better that it wasn’t the right time. Church was biggest problem.

b. It was difficult to access education. It was very time consuming for the parents to help, many saw the light and became priests.

i. Financial, demographic and geographical disadvantages.

c. Structure.

i. No ministry of education before 1964 in Quebec. There was a 100 years old ministry of youth that didn’t really care. Counsel of public instruction. 

ii. Two parts: cat vs prod if the family could pay for it. They had to survive 8 years of classical college. Tough and competitive: many lacked aptitude.

d. Compulsory education.

i. In 1943, by the liberal government. Adélard Godbout did “crazy crazy things like giving women the vote and schooling.” TB Law wasn’t enforced / applied. It’s cheap to pass a law. It’s hard and expensive to support. Never executed.

e. Underlying philosophy towards education

i. Wasn’t important. Could not partake in French education without being part of the church. Church was so influential: could stop the street cars on Sunday to discourage people from going to theaters.

2. Factors leading to the Quiet Revolution

a. Industrialization

i. The beginning of the change in education. 

ii. Results of conditions to work you need a lot of people and a lot of food. Since the French were rapidly reproducing there wasn’t enough farm land to put their children to work on. Many moved into the city. Quebec started to have an abundance of food too. 

iii. Urbanization lead to change.

b. Urbanization

i. Leads to modernization. 

ii. Since there are large groups of people. They can share common ideas.

c. Modernization

d. A revolution of Ideas

i. Guy who became a reporter and started sharing ideas from outside of Quebec.

3. The Emergence of a New Value System 

4. Preliminary Changes in the Education System

a. Election of Jean Lesage and the Liberals (1960) “It must change” The people elected him. Actually passed ton’s of rush bills. Magna Carta of Education:

b. The Magna Carta of education (1961)


Quick fix to buy time to keep his promise to the people. He had no idea where to start.
i. Compulsory school drop-out age increased from 14 to 15 (now 16)

ii. Secondary school fees abolished(took all the federal money that accumulated over about 10 years)

iii. All school boards had to offer public secondary education.

iv. Free text books in public schools

v. Increased government spending on education

vi. All parents permitted to vote on school board elections

vii. Establishment of the Royal Commission of Enquiry on Education (The Parent Commission)

1.  A white card to review anything it wanted to on the education system. Made 5, 100’s page volumes. 

2. Parent the rector. Put a church guy as the head of the commission to give it credibility.

5. The Reforms of the 1960s

The Parent Commission made many recommendations - most of which became educational policies.

a. Establishment of a Ministère de l'éducation du Québec (MEQ) - Bill 60 (1964)

i. Real first ministry became powerful quickly.

ii. There are no limitations in what the government can do in relation to education.

iii. Called it catchup time for quebec. 

iv. Now staying progressive.

b.  Structural Reforms


i. Turned two systems into one.

1. 7 years of elementary to 6 years

2. 5 years of secondary

3. 2-3 years of college

4. 3-4+ years of university

ii. Solved two problems: too hard for French and too easy for English. now it’s fair. Everyone had a happy common path.

iii. Classical crap disappeared. Some French institutions became high schools or other kept the classical stuff as extras and stuff beyond secondary.

c. Reformed Pedagogy

i. Science of teaching. Art of teaching. How we teach. 

ii. Applied more to young ones. 

iii. Less teacher centred. 

iv. Teach the student not the subject.  Best: teach the subject to the student.

d. Increased Accessibility - "Operation 55"

i. Summary of changes:

1.  Accessibility. Fixed French access past elementary. 

2. Not a plan for teachers to retire early lololol 

3. make 55 french catholic schools. The 55 had their own board. 

4. 9 for protestant. Compared to population fair. 

5. They were huge: the idea was to place them across the province, but they needed a lot of students to attend. Aka probably to pay for it. 

6. In the 70’s they came back. Serve a large area. 

7. Many students to increase the options. 60’s idea to do your own thing.

a. Imagine buying food at the café pile your tray high :O. 

b. Pierre-Fond comprehensive high school. No windows and no wall. For a bit. Now walls. Alexander golf. In Lennoxville.

e. Reforms in Teacher Preparation

Demand that all teachers go back to school. Macdonald college and john abott: licensed to teach in English. For catholic St-Josef too.

i.  Bachelor of Education

1. Many teachers resisted it. 

2. Many others were encouraged. They went to workshops etc etc. 

3. Government wanted teachers to get it. Introduced when Josef and Macdonald merged. 

4. Designed so: 1 year subject, 2nd year how to teach, 3rd year practice.a)              

ii. Diploma in Education

1. Rushed 1 year program

f. Reforms in Higher Education

i. The Creation of the CEGEP system

1. General and professional (3 year vocational)

2. Intent was to have 75% in vocational from the beginning to was reversed. Academic 80+%.

3. Unique to the province. Synonymous to college or university. Special because it was weird before the reforms. English side was hard. Concordia was the merge of two. But didn’t exist. Easy for high school to university. 

4. Had to build English Cegep. Dawson = first. Started in Dawson hall at Mcgill. Spread across the city Atwater to old port. Dawson used factories and stuff. 10 years at the nun house. Not enough French universities.

ii. Creation of a satellite public university system - Université du Québec
Used the American model. Propose was to increase accessibility. Felt a second 
university was needed.

g. An Assessment of the Reforms



Superior counsel of education. Advises mels or meq.

i. An increase in accessibility to education

ii. An increase in the holding power of the school (fewer drop outs, no more classical school for the French: now only 30-40% drop out)

iii. The Church was no longer a key player in education

iv. The Parent Report: 25 Years Later (CSE, 1985)

6. 1970’s and ahead

a. 1970’s

i. period of consolidation and evaluation

1. Used all the money kept in trust (running out). 

2. Quebec increased it’s tax base. Increased tax and industry. 

3. Consolidate old school board. Thousands of school boards to hundreds. Now there are 9 english school boards. 

4. Check the effectiveness.  Students were weak in many areas. Lead to standardization. 1964, 1979 and 1997 reformed again.

b. 1980’s

i. Focus on quality of education

1. Increased the quality. 

2. Provincial exams. 

3. Compared counties education.

c. 1990’s

i. From reform to renewal

Because the quality still sucks.

d. 2000 to today

i. Reconsideration

1. Post reform. 

2. Always double checking the changes. 

3. Working on the report cards.

4. Competencies.

Governance of Education

1.  A Framework for Educational Governance
a. 
Governance
i. Comes from the idea of power. lololol

ii. Authority and voice:

iii. Different roles have difference authority. 

iv. Principal can expel and a teacher can’t. 

v. Voice is influence. 

vi. Authority that listens to advice and stuff.

b. Formal and informal

i. formal = legally what you can do aka teachers in a class room. 

ii. Informal = applied authority using logic etc

c. Delegating and reserving

i. giving authority to something else. 

ii. Federal delegates to the provinces. 

iii. In education. Reserving takes away authority. Principal does programs for special needs. He delegates to teachers to help. 

2. Key Players in Governance

a. Government

i. passes laws with respect to education.

b. Policy makers

i. the policy makers make the rules so they match the laws.

c. Courts

i. Interpret the law and then judge.

d. Administrators

i. Ones responsible to make sure the decisions and policy is respected. Director general, principal, teacher

e. Stakeholders

i. Everybody: the ones who organize, deliver and benefit(society, parents and students).

3. The Constitutional Framework

a. Functions of Gov't

i. Legislating is tough. And most important…

1. Structured anarchy. Laws passed is CHEAP.

2. Execution of laws expensive and HARDEST PART.

b. Division of Power between the Federal and Provincial Gov'ts

i. Federal government can’t actually organize or mess with education laws.

ii. Manpower = human resources. 

iii. They pay the bills (costs) and the provinces like that.

c. The Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms
i. Already had rights, but once they’re formalized the government starts to remove or modify them. 

ii. Section 23 language rights. 

1. Gave the federal government a way to influence the provinces education. 23 countered bill 101 forced let Quebecers rewrite parts

4. The Government of Canada

a. Counsel of ministers of education for Canada. 10 of them compile nation wide data.

5. The Government of Québec

a. The National Assembly

b. The Cabinet

c. The Minister of Education

d. MEQ

e. MEQ Regional Directorates

6. Regulatory Framework

7. Provincial Consultative Bodies

a. Conseil Supérieur de l'éducation (CSE) - Superior Council of Education
b. Various other Advisory Bodies and Task Forces

8. Recent Developments

a. Bill 180 (1997)

i. Decentralizing Control and the Governing Board 

b. Bill 124 (2002)

i. Act to amend the Education Act

c. Bill 88 (2008)

i. Act to amend the Education Act and the

ii. Act respecting school elections

d. Bill 100 (2010)

i. Act to reduce the debt and return to a balanced budget in 2013-2014

School Board Reform

1. The Backdrop of School Board Reform

Hard to start. Political too

a. Section 93 of the Constitution (1867)

i. 93 1 gave protection to school boards. Gave them a lot of power, but tied the government’s hands. Couldn’t eliminate school boards.

b. Parent Commission recommendation (1966)

i. Unify that system into one then sub divide the singular system. (sounds alot like Durham! because it is)

c. The Québec School: A Responsible Force (1982)

i. First idea to divide the boards by language. 

ii. Informative papers: policy papers used to tested waters. Gauge public opinion on an issue.

d.   Bill 3 (1984)

i. Early attempts to consolidate.First failed attempt to restructure by language. 

ii. Government decided to that bill 93 only protected the old schools that dated back to 1867 were safe. 

iii. Montreal was small (before the old port) So the boundaries of 1867 were useless because no schools fell inside it. So protestants were scared they decided to get rid of the protestant board since there were no schools protected. 

iv. Courts said lol can’t use old boundaries to eliminate the board. So it was found in violation of the constitution. Everyone agreed and the bill got evoked. 

v. Later becomes bill 107.

2. Bill 107 (1988): The Education Act and Linguistic School Boards

a. The new most comprehensive Education Act to date

i. interesting law:rewrote the education act 

ii. learned from bill 3: gov didn’t touch size of school districts. 

iii. Always easy to kill common schools. Not touching boards or districts. 

iv. Instead added an English and French board across the province. Old catho. And prost. 

v. Now there were four boards. 

vi. COSTLY COSTLY 

vii. When they wanted to reduce the boards. The ones with the right to decent stayed.

b. School Board Reform

i.  Court Intervention

1. Government decides to challenge the law. Before other people do it. Locked down there own bill. Courts: legal!!! YAY insane and impractical but not illegal.

ii. Implementing the Reforms

1. Didn’t know how to implement the crazy bill. Government went and asked Patrick something to get the bill into practice. Recommendation:

a. Provisional Councils were established to manage the transition and handle disputes

i. Unknown how many people would choose the same board. 

ii. The numbers were intended to handle the resources.

iii. Ensure that English community wouldn’t be weakened by many many divisions

b. Advisory Committee on the Establishment of Linguistic School Boards (1994)

i. Create committee to protect English

c. English Language Advisory Board on English Language Education (1994)

i. Overall legal and constitutional, but impossible. Dead until bill 109.

3. Bill 109 (1997): From Religious to Linguistic School Boards

Quebec wanted to be recognized as a special state at the Victoria conference. The reason why the PQ was elected was because French were disappointed by being rejected. Their goals to protect the French culture and seek new status (separated). No = 60% close.

Revisited Québec’s constitutional rights. Federal says they’re just a province. Others all agreed in 1992. “Quebec was alone. Hey wait that’s us.” At the Meeach lake accord: needed 10 provinces. Newfies and Manitoba disagreed. Government wanted the peoples opinion. In 1992 Charlottetown, asked people directly. Quebec yes, everyone else no. referendum in 1995: 50.58 NO to 50.xxxx YES

a. June 1996 - the MEQ publishes a Communiqué
i. To please the quebec government and let them have bill 109

b. August 1996 - plans for school board reform

i. put on hold again pending public consultation at the next Estates General on Education town thing. Attempt to eliminate religious boards and replace with linguistic boards. Newfies done it first.

c. January 1997 - provincial government requests bilateral amendment to Section 93 of the Constitution

i. Between province and constitution. Basically and execption.

d. April 1997 - provincial government unveils Bill 109, expressing the gov’t’s intent to move ahead with linguistic school boards

e. June 1997 - MEQ announces plans to eliminate confessional school boards in Mtl and QC even without a constitutional amendment

i. quebecs challenges the constitution. “How will everyone react? Third referendum?” (not withstanding: to charter of rights and freedom. 1,2,7-14 and 15.)

f. Dec. 1997 - Federal gov’t approves constitutional amendment

i. Federal government agrees to show the federation can work in quebecs favor. 

ii. After 400 years of religious “crapshit”, it became modern and objective.

4. The Arrival of Linguistic School Boards

a. July 1998 - Linguistic school boards replace denominational

i. first time they elected commissioners to govern a linguistic board.

b. June 1998 - Linguistic school board elections

c. Sept. 1998 - For the first time, in Québec, elem./sec. school students attend a (de jure) non-denominational public school board

Parental Participation

1. Parental Participation in Education

a. How parents get involved: they are and will always be.

2. The Educational Project (Bill 71, 1979)

a. Before: 1970’s 

i. complaints the curriculum was everywhere and no where. 

ii. useless with no structure or standards.

iii. impersonal.

b. Purpose:

i. Schools specific education project

ii. School specific mission statement

iii. Become less impersonal less bureaucratic 

iv. To engage parents

c. Results:

i. centralized yet decentralized aka confusing.

ii. Schools were never directly asked to do it and never given the means ($$$). 

iii. Administrators were in the dark.

iv. Failed to go beyond the obvious 

v. Takes 10 years to fix. 

3. The Orientation Committee (Bill 107, 1988)

a. Before: 

i. Useless Bill 71 (that never came to be)

b. Purpose:

i. Covered above (rewrite Education Act)

ii. Introduced orientation committee to develop projects

c. Results:

i. People(parents too) became part of the school community 

ii. Administrators said they didn’t need the parents.

iii. Orientation committee replaced later. 

4. Parental Participation at the Board Level (highest level none government for parents)
a. Parent Commissioner on the Council of Commissioners

i. Commissioners elected each part of a boards territory. 

ii. Two parents one for elementary one for secondary.

iii. Influence(voice) but no authority (power). 

iv. Elected by their peers, not actually by parents.

v. Chair: legislative 

vi. Director: executive.

b. Parents Committee

i. Every school has one to elect two parents for the council.

5. Parental Participation at the School Level

a. School Governing Board – composition and functions

i. Before: 


1. bill 71 and 107

ii. Purpose:

1. Continue the old bills.

2. Aimed at: administrators (who attend and setup but don’t vote), teachers, parents, other professional, second cycle secondary students, providers of a service to the school (Aka daycare worker) and members of the community.

3. Encourage parents to get involved in their children’s education

4. To centralize projects

5. Have schools develop their own defining features

6. Encourage more parents and support the students (aka Success Plan).

7. Increase the success rate holding capacity.

8. school:reflection of the community:Cooperative!

iii. Results:

1. Not smooth

2. Principles didn’t get board members Other times 

3. Administrators vs board. 

4. Too few interested.

b. Parent Participation Organization (optional)

i. get the governing board run smoothly. 

ii. To encourage more parents.

6. Recent Developments

a. Bill 124: New Provisions of the Education Act (2002)

i. board vs committees,

ii. Principles in a difficult place when the board and the governing board disagree.

iii. Forces both plans to cooperate to work together to sync with the principle. Governing board sucks up to the principle. good?

b. Community Learning Centres (2006)

i. To make schools centers of learning for the community??? Proof nothing changed since 71, 107, 180 and in 1979. Government supports school with community.

ii. Tutoring. Stuff. Daycare or preschool. Referral services. Social services by agencies to the school etc etc random stuff the make money off the children. Internet and tech stuff from local companies for less. bennifitz

7. The Difficulty of Involving Parents

a. Generally: Professionalism vs participation. Some parents are intimidated by the fact they think their role is not welcomed by the school. Not qualified to give opinions.

b. Apathy vs organization? 1 parent working is hard to get involved but two parent families are more likely to go. Some VERY involved parents will get their way, but may not represent the whole community.

i. Main orientations of the governing boards

1. some parents feel their involvement doesn’t produce enough impact.

ii. Reasons for a lack of parental involvement

1. policy cannot force parents to do things. It’s not on a contract. Some private schools make parents sign a contract. Policy gets owned by freedom.

iii. Recent findings: Governing Board Survey (MEQ, 2002)

1. language and culture stop parents who’s children are forced into French schools by bill 101, 104, 103, 115. aka Allophones can’t participate on the board.

2. a lot of women on the board.

3. Better educated people join.

4. Two parents. more likely

5. Advanced students parents

6. Teachers with more influence

iv. The Issue...

1. 20 years later, parents are still discouraged.

Quebec's Curriculum: The régimes pédagogique

1. Curriculum in Education

a. Definition of Curriculum

i. MELS rules and regulations: What is taught. What is learnt. Subjects and content.

b. A society's curriculum in action is a reflection of that society's educational philosophy

i. Used to see where a society is going. Predict the next generation.

c. Classical reasons for change:

i. Change in social values

1. 1960 to 1980’s

ii. Society is unhappy.

Explains why in 1979 things really changed since reasons one and two were apparent.

2. Curriculum Development in Quebec

In 1964, the government centralized and the education system decentralized.

At the time the Church was imposing  quality control. MEQ didn’t give a damn and by 1979 people were angry do to variance in standards.

a. Prior to the Quiet Revolution (1960s)

i. The Church = curriculum

b. Post Quiet Revolution 

i. Curriculum: Government ---> schools ----> teachers 

c. A decade later...

i. Standardized curriculum with uniform examinations.

d. Green paper (1978)

i. To test the waters again YES people were happy.

e. Orange Paper - a plan of action (1979)

f. Bill 71 (1979) - established the govt's right to make regulations regarding the curriculum

i. Established 1979

ii. Executed 1984

iii. Courts tested 1988-1989

3. Quebec's Curriculum: The régimes pédagogiques (RP)

a. Basic School Regulations, or Curriculum Regulations

i. Curriculum is the currency of education.

ii. legality, reason and morality are never on the same page.

b.  Categories

i. Preschoo

ii. Elementary

iii. Secondary

iv. college (CEGEP)

4. Extracts from the RP for Elementary School Education

a. Download the DOC

b. apparition of first language

c. Not forced to teach anything

d. Non-audited curriculum

e. NO MELS interaction. Principle-> head teacher -> teacher.

f. used to carry the same art for 6 years.

5. Extracts from the RP for Secondary School Education

a. Dowload the DOC

b. Now 25 weeks 

c. both

d. merged religion stuff

e. learning civics 

f. started IA’s

6.  Legal Challenges to the RP


No doubt the government can put in a standardized centralized curriculum But in the 1980’s.

a. Appellants: Prot school boards

i. claimed a majority goverment was voilating the protestant curriculum and enlish.

b. Question: Do the RP violate Section 93(1) of BNA?

i. Quebec supurior, pearl and supreme court of candad all agreed.

c. Now  the MEQ/MELS 1989 regulates the curriculum.

7. Last Round of Curricular Reform

a. Fundamental problems

i. MELS provincial exams evaluation is hard.

ii. Teacher development

iii. Implementation: texted books

iv. Not validated (untouchable)

b. MEQ initiates process for reforming Québec's curriculum entitled "A New Direction for Success"

c. The MEQ reacts - Québec Schools on Course: Educational Policy Statement (Sept. 1997)

8. Major curricular elements of the QEP

a. Quality of Language (1979, 1997)

b. New programs for all subjects at all levels (1979)

c. Streaming and mainstreaming (1997)

i. Streaming divided by ability

ii. Mainstreaming everyone in the same class

d. Cross-curricular (1997)

i. Team teaching

ii. Outside of class stuff

iii. the cost

e. Teachers’ judgment and expertise (2005, 2006)

i. MELS cares

f. Evaluation of:

i. - competencies (1997-2005, 2010)

ii. - content (1979-2010)

 School Organization in Québec

1. Definition of school organization

a. services that support the curriculum (brink of anarchy)

2. Current curriculum and school organization (1997)

i. Joining Forces (1992)

1. To aid retention rates

2. Mandatory from preschool to highschool.

ii. Moving Ahead (1993)

1. blueprint for 1997

2. Solution for dropouts.

iii. Task Force on Curriculum Reform, New Direction for Success, Quebec Schools on Course (1997)

1. Aid retention rates by cross-curriculum 1997

iv. Education reform: The changes under way (2005) 

1. Sum up the other curriculum stuff before things were vague

2. MELS allowed the use of professional judgement, etc

3. Content + competencies but no competencies w/o content

4. Well rounded teachers = well rounded students

3. Nature and objectives of educational services (RP)

a. Educational Services include developmental and cognitive learning services, instructional services, student services and special services

i. Student services = Nurse and stuff

ii. Instructional services

iii. Special services = for special needs kids.

b. Student services are designed to promote students' continuous progress at school

4. Admission, attendance, graduation and compulsory education

a. An application for admission into preschool, elementary or secondary school must contain the following information

i. Name

ii. adress

iii. Date of birth

iv. Parents name

v. Parents adress

vi. Only in Quebec: Lanuage requested and a licence for english.

b. A child who reaches the age of six before Oct. 1 must be admitted into elementary school

c. A student who has completed a minimum of 5 and a maximum of 7 years of elementary school must be admitted into secondary school

i. the social benefits greater than academics.

ii. Cannot be held back more than 1 grade

iii. Cannot skip more than 1 grade

iv. Cannot be held back after grade 4 too important to be with own age group.

d. 180 days of school with 20 pedagogical days

e. to get secondary diploma BSR 54 from sec 4-5 and 20 credits from sec 5

i. 5 sec 5 lanuage

ii. 4 second language

iii. 4-6 sec 5 science

iv. 4 sec 4 history

f. Schooling until 16 years of age or sec 5 is mandatory

i. When students turn 18 can legally be kicked out (to adult school)

5. Responsibilities of schools and boards

i. Education act only amended by national assembly

ii. basic school regulations curriculum for the year gauge for updates.

iii. Instructional directives of the MELS

b. Levels:

i. Central - MELS

ii. Intermedial - Board

iii. Local - Schools

c. Boards

i. Outline

ii. Resouce

iii. Deliver 

iv. They’re provided money to apply it to human resources

6. Evaluation of learning

- see MELS working doc.s - Oct. 7, 2010 with competencies

a. Report Cards

i. Report card dates

1. November 20

2. March 15

3. July 10

ii. New orientation evaluation: 1st written contact by Oct 15

iii. Provincial elementary and secondary

1. Term 1 20%

2. Term 2 20%

3. Term 3 60% ---> with provincial exam

b. Number of competencies

1. Competencies 2-4 

a. Language (Both)

b. Math

c. Science

2. Others have one.

ii. Comments are pre -formatted

iii. subject specific

c. Weighting of competencies

i. 2 of 4 in term 1 and 2

ii. Generalized cross curriculum

iii. Knowledge and competencies

d. Sample report cards   

Some acts are more important than others. Some change the system, others just fine tune it.

Legality, morality and factually (?) are not all on the same page

Urban immigrants move into an urban area, and with time move out

Jewish- went to protestant schools. Protestants schools were less obviously protestant as opposed to the RC school; in Catholicism, religion is a community whereas for Protestants the religion is more individualized.

BNA act- only those schools who were legally religious were protected by the BNA act

Private vs. Public Education. Oct 28th 

1. Defining Private Education

1. Definition of a Private School

a. Generally: A board that does not have to be elected, but still serve the public interEstablishment
i. Need not b/c some private schools do elect boards

ii. They’re chartered (have a constitution) Sometimes that constitution says the board must be elected.

iii. Public interest:They are in the public interEstablishment 

iv. Criticism: that private schools get government funding. BUT justified by the fact it serves public interEstablishment
2. Accountability

a. Less accountable to the government

b. They are still accountable b/c it serves a public interest
2. Private Education in Canada and Quebec

1. Quebec: The private school capital of Canada

a. Subsidizes private schools the most, but not the only one.

i. Half of the provinces subsidize, half do not

b. Why is this so?

i. Traditional

1. Dates to the French Regime: 

a. When education was first provided, it was very limited and defined (to prepare for priesthood) it was a private endeavor.

i. (The Church) - private although it acted like a public welfare group

ii. Legislative

1. 1964: MEQ becomes a very powerful governing body

a. The Church gave up power for education with a catch:

i. “Church runs private religious schools” We’ll support each other.

2. End of the 1960s: Bill 56: Private Education Act

a. Act guaranteeing private schools

b. Passing the bill was easy, execution was hard.

c. Government had to pay up to guarantee their support.

iii. Economic

1. “Talk is cheap, passing law is inexpensive” executing the law is putting the money where the gov’t mouth was.

a. Gov’t would fund 80%

2. Taking money has strings attached 

c. “Because of tradition, bill 56, and money, we have a rich culture of private education in this province.”

3. A profile of Private Schools in Quebec

1. English or French: French (catholic too)
a. Typically French: Demographics

b. No Trend: has stayed the same

2. Elementary or Secondary: Secondary
a. Typically Secondary: Many more secondary private schools than elementary

b. Small Trend=more secondary, elementary stays about the same

3. Girls, Boys, or both?: Co-education
a. Co-educational (although the class thought girls)

b. Largest trend=many examples of segregated schools becoming co-educational

i. Has a lot to do with changing demographics

ii. Also with increasing the marketability (doubles market) 

4. Salaries

a. More like free-agents 

b. Pay is not necessarily scaled like in the public system

c. Hire from the same market as public school

4. Funding of Private Schools

1. Amount

a. Now: about 50%

b. Formula is simple to start, then it becomes complicated with other things the schools does

i. Coding... 

c. You will find private schools with 100%, but they cater to very special needs

2. Categories of funding

a. 2 Categories: Private and Independent

b. Subtle differences

	Criteria
	Private
	Independent

	Funding
	About 50%
	None

	Permit (to operate)
	Required
	Required

	Unions
	Few-None
	Few-None

	Teachers Salaries
	Locally Establishment
	Locally Establishment

	Curriculum
	Must be taught
	More autonomy, usually taught

	Bill 101 Requirements
	Eligibility required
	Eligibility not required 

	Entrance Requirements
	Specific
	Specific

	Students Performance
	Above prov. avg, given priorities
	Above prov. avg, given priorities


a. Licence of eligibility: based on your parentage. Child’s parents must have attended an English school in Canada.

1. Alternative schools used to be a loophole: could spend 1 year in independent and then go into a private

i. Argument: It is not fair that you can buy an English education. 

b. Entrance requirements:

i. Exams, interviews. Often want to make sure that the student and the parents will support the goals of that school. 

ii. Indicators and rankings: 

1. Reflects a certain standard and importance, but opinion of a school can not only be described.

2. “Value Added” is an indicator that has been added

a. His favorite view

b. Usually based on provincial exam results 

5. Contemporary Trends

a. Public schools that have a specialized program

i. In the 80’s, the private schools were thriving because there wasn’t much diversity between schools.

1. Allowing for personal characteristics 

2. Some for at risk students, some not:

a.  FACE: Arts...

b. Royal West: Harder to get into than other schools. IB program, tuition free.

i. A public school acting like a private

c. Vincent Massey

“I hate the word clientele, student body”

6. Arguments For and Against Private Schools

1. Arguments for Private schools

a. Private schools are more autonomous, independent, less bureaucratic, and therefore less expensive to administer

i. Typical board is in it’s building and meets one evening out of a month.

ii. EMSB meets everyday and has it’s own huge office

iii. Public have many more administrators per students 

i. Private schools are cheaper and therefore save the state money

iv. Many believe that private education will not be abolished because the government can`t afford to absorb the students into the public sector 

b. Competition is healthy, Private schools give Public schools a healthy run for everyone`s well-being

i. Some evidence of this: Alternative schools

ii. Competition produces choice, choice keeps with our freedoms

c. Choice supports our democracy and liberty

i. Strong ideologically argument in favour of private schools

2. Arguments against Private schools

a. They create inequality

i. Equality as a right as important as freedom

1. Liberty vs Equality

b. Private schools are divisive

i. They divide society, as opposed to integrate

1. East mtl

2. United we stand, divided we fall

c. Not Accessible to all

i. Academic requirements

ii. Artistic requirements

iii. Athletic requirements

d. Private schools are a mis-allocation of public funds

i. Ideological argument

1. If money is raised public, it should remain public

The Teaching Profession. Nov 2nd

1. Teaching Training and Preparation i Quebec

2. Brief Historical Sketch (1960s - 1990s) Used to be 2 ways

a. 3-Year Program

i. Predictable

1. 1rst Year: Content

2. 2nd Year: Pedagogy

3. 3rd Year: Practice both 

3. Present system (4 or 5 years)

a. 4 Years (or 2 year with advanced standing)

i. B.ed

b. A year of education has been added in the current system

c. 1-Year Program (Diplograduate program for people ma in education) 1-G

i. For those who already had graduated in a ‘teachable’

ii. 60 creds in one year. 3 terms. 

iii. Introduced in the 1960’s abolished in 1995 Professional Competencies (interesting)
d. 12 Characteristics that teachers must have

e. Foundational

i. Act as a professional inheritor, critic and interpreter of knowledge

ii. To communicated clearly in the language of instruction, both orally and in writing, using correct grammar

f. Teacher art

i. Develop teaching/learning situations that are appropriate

ii. To pilot situations 

2. Teacher Certification

1. Requirements for teacher certification

a. Old: given a temporary certification to teach. Had to prove yourself.

i. Proved by teaching 2 years over 5 years. (Probation)  

ii. Sometimes two 100% appointment, sometimes 4 years at 50%...

iii. Then 3 people had to attest that your a competent teacher. 

iv. Then you’d be given a licence to teach

b. Now: --^ Eliminated by the one extra year in the program. 

i. Any school that hires you, will put you under 2 years of probation.  

ii. Now you get a license to teach, cant be taken away.

2. Exceptions to the teacher certification process

a. Tolerance for non-certified people

i. This exists when there are shortages.

1. ex. teaching computer programming

3. Judicial review

a. Teachers have been subject to judicial review for the last 5-8 years

b. Background/police check

3. A Portrait of Teachers

1. Based on Surveys

a. Is teaching a profession?

i. Perception: 

1. Highest by to-be teachers

2. Lowest by teachers

3. Middle is general public

b. Questionnaire: I answer yes to all

c. Example: If you’re a doctor, you belong to an order. Psychologist...

i. But there is no order of teachers in QC

1. (there is one in AB!) Woot.

2. Teachers’ work and quality of life (Based on King and Pert)

a. Positives

i. Professionalism: Members of a professional class or group

ii. Academically fulfilling if you choose it to be

iii. Job Satisfaction

1. Slight sense of euphoria if you’ve taught a good class

2. We’re in the profession of “say no”

iv. Working with young people

1. Will keep you young at heart 

2. Tiring but rewarding

v. Vacations

1. We work 200 days/year

2. Time to pursue interest and hobbies

vi. Salary 

1. Nobody gets rich teaching, but you will live comfortably 

2. You will enjoy the “not so fine but good things in life”

b. Negatives

i. Anxiety: (Public Speaking)

1. Ways to get around fear=know your subject, have a plan

ii. A lot of alienation

1. In a room with people who aren’t your peers, they’re your students

2. You need peers. Avoid gossip.

a. Rule of thumb: don’t talk about students. Counterproductive. unhealthy. unprofessional. 

iii. Bureaucracies

1. MELS, boards, school, committee's...

iv. Lack of professionalism

1. Professionalism is contagious, but so it the opposite

2. Professional code...not always followed...

3. Difficult decision is often the right one.

4. Avoid the temptation to be the popular teacher. Avoid it. 

5. You can only truly have about a dozen friends. 

6. Friendly but not friends with your students. 

7. Respected>Liked 

v. Salary  

“Kany There is such a thing of intellectual lazyness, when you’re not informed”

4. Teachers as Employees

1. Teachers are not civil servants

2. Teacher dismissal

a. Very difficult to dismiss a teacher, but not impossible

b. Public - Union is required to protect you and back you up

i. 4 grounds for dismissal that the union will find difficult

1. Incompetence

a. Don’t know your subject or how to teach

2. Insubordination

a. Not following the rule, institution has rules, codes, standards...

3. Immorality

a. Difficult to prove, but identified by law.

b. Ex. Claiming that it’s human or natural to fall in love with a students... 

4. Misconduct/gross misconduct

a. Ex. Relation with a minor.

5. Teachers’ Collective Bargaining

1. The Process

a. Teachers are under contract of individuals but the professional group is under a collective agreement or contract. 

b. 3 bodies must meet:

i. Gov’t, boards, and teachers

2. Teacher’s Collective agreement

a. A collective agreement is drafted. Two: one for English and one of French. Language is different. One epic province wide one. Quebec goes biggg.

6. Recent Preoccupations of Teachers

1. Policy making, to avoiding feeling powerless

2. Adapting to curriculum change

3. Job security, 2 year probation is a toughie.

4. Teaching students with special needs

5. Reducing stress (find a hobby)

6. Improving educational services

7. Improving yourself and training for the rest of your career.

Rights and Responsibilities and Teachers: Nov. 4th

Preamble: Our rights exist so that we can fulfill our responsibilities. Today I’ll outline them, and emphasise responsibilities. General ->focus

1. Overview of rights and responsibilities

1. Defining rights and responsibility

a. Right: Exists to protect you. So that you will be treated fairly, or well.

b. Responsibilities: Exist to protect students. What you are required to do. 

i. (entire lecture later about student rights)

2. Determination of legal rights, and responsibilities (where do the rights come from?)

a. They come from the same framework as the hierarchy:

i. Constitution>Provincial Legislative Assembly>Education act>Educational Directive>By-Laws Resolutions>Rules....

ii. You cannot just disregard a rule, insubordinate, teaching “the wrong lesson”

iii. Collective agreement, recognized by 3 institutions

1. Board, Teachers, MELS 

b. Strike is illegal under contract, it is legal under contract or when a contract is breached. 

2. Teachers’ rights and obligations according to the Education Act

Reasonable limit

1. Teachers have the right to...

a. Govern the conduct of each group of students in-trusted to a teacher’s care. 

i. In-local parentus (au lieu de parent)
b. Select the method of teaching, able to judge best way to teach.

c. Select the means of evaluation

d. Freedom of speech and mobility.

i. (aside=reasonable limits. All rights are subject to reasonable limits

1. Most rights in a society are subject to limits. 

a. Opt out of provincial exam? No? Reasonable limits...

2. Teachers are obliged to:

a. Contribute to both the personal and academic development of the students

i. Not enough to teach only the subject. 

b. Attempt to instill a love for learning

i. (aside=is knowledge a pre-requisate to curiosity? Is curiosity a pre-req to knowledge....)

1. Take part in instilling the love of learning...

c. Foster respect for human rights in every student.

d. Act in a just and impartial manner “Impartial is hard. It’s an art.” TB

i. What is fair...? For young students its often = equality.

e. Promote the quality of the spoken and written language

i. Some language that in the youth sector you must avoid profanity

f. Attain and maintain a high level of professionalism 

i. Interesting re: floor following...when does my day end?

1. Share a story: “My mentor Roger Madison. He would lecture for me. When he first started teaching. He taught in the mid-west in a very Mormon town. He wasn’t a Mormon. The principle asked him if he enjoyed a good drink. He said yes. The principle said he did too. So they’d drink in the next town!”

g. Comply with the mission of the school and board. 

i. Somewhere between individualism and institutionalism is what you are as a teacher. 

3. Teacher’s general duties according to the latest Collective Agreement

1. More practical:

a. As teachers, you are obliged to plan and teach classes

b. Collaborate with other teachers in order to meet the needs of the school

c. Organize and supervise student activities

i. Coaching...Supervising....

d. Evaluate and report performance and progress

i. Wrong attitude=I’m here to teach, I’m not going to mark. 

e. Monitor late arrivals and absenteeism 

i. You’ll be glad you’re doing this...

f. Participate in meetings related to work. 

g. Perform other duties which may normally be assigned to a teacher

h. Duty to supervise students in the halls and everywhere else.

4. Other teacher rights

1. Political rights: do you have the right to run for office? Yes

a. You can run for any office except your school board 

i. Federal, Provincial or another school board

b. Religious instruction and freedom of conscience

i. m00t point no more religious instruction since 2008 (now called morals or civics)

c. Freedom of expression. Somewhere between these two:

i. Keegstra case, Alberta (1990)

1. Holocaust denier

a. Was removed and dismissed

b. He took the board to court. Lost and was not reinstated “can’t teach lies”

ii. Ross case, NB (1996)

1. Also a Holocaust denyer
a. Didn’t teach it in school

b. Handed out pamphlets at the mall after school.

i. He won the case, expressing himself freely outside of school

iii. Usually by a certain time, people have developed a critical way of seeing things

5. Teachers’ obligations from a moral and ethical perspective

(based on meta-analyisis: What are the obligation of teachers from a moral perspective...?” These 4:

1. Respect for human dignity

2. Responsible caring

3. Integrity

a. difficult to retain...lowering standards is a lot easier than maintaining a certain degree of integrity

4. Responsibility

6. Pupil care and control

1. Pupil care- “In loco parentis”

a. Careful Parent rules

i. Ex. Pencils

1. A teacher didn’t do enough to stop students from throwing pencils. Pencil in the eye.

2. Parents sued...Parents won

ii. Ex. Snowballs

1. Elementary, Recess, snowball fight: Student lost an eye. 

2. Parent’s lost the lawsuit. “Throwing snowballs is as Canadian as apple pie is to Americans.”

2. Pupil control

a. Formative punishment

i. Detention doesn’t always work. Some students find themselves or enjoy it. It’s the punishment that WORKS. Don’t keep using the wrong ones.
b. Verbal punishment

i. Words hurt. Or matter. Don’t abuse people. Reprimand is good. Most emotional: when the behaviour when it happens. Always address it later.

c. Corporal punishment

i. Avoid that shit. Strike a student. “Patting is dangerous.” TB
d. Psychological punishment

i. Sarcasm is dangerous 

ii. Cynical too 

iii. Avoid anything that gets into your students heads.

e. Suspension

i. Detain, but not suspend. Empty threat for a teacher.

f. Expulsion

i. Empty threat for a teacher. Only the board.

Language Legislation: From Bill 63 to Bill 22: Nov 9th.

Intro: Bill 115: Just passed a week ago. In order to understand that, understand 103, 102, 22, 63... No such thing as a bill in isolation. Today we are getting some background. There are provisions of 63 and 22 found in 101. The Canadian charter was written to counter 101...it’s been written a bunch of times. The intent of 63 is as alive today as it was in ‘69.
Why? Why? Why was language an issue in 1969?? A: it was always an issue because it reflected the desire of a people to survive. New: The role of the gov’t and the reduced influence of the church. 

When you transfer authority from the Church to the gov’t, you allow the gov’t to pass policy. When the govt starts legislating: it will not end. 

We’re gonna look at the beginning of legislation and look at 2 bills in specific

1. Emergence of a new value system

i. Pre-1960s - post 1960s (copy in table....)

a. State became powerful in mid 60s

	Pre- 1960s
-Glorification of rural life

-Suspicion of business values

-Strong Church, weak state

-Survival of the RC religion was the first priority

-Quebec was resistant to and fearful of change 
	Post 1960s
- Urban lifestyles gain esteem

- Entrepreneurialism is embraced

- Weak church, strong state

- Survival of the French language became the first priority

- Quebec embraced change as natural and desirable


ii. The Context of Linguistic Legislation

a. Religion: Not as powerful anymore
b. The Law: Nothing specific to language of instruction 
c. Economics: Until 60’s-English was the language of economic
d. Political: Resentment among french-Canadians. Feeling of French<English
i. Destiny ‘should’’ be in French

e. Culturally: Brother Ananymous: French was spoken very poorly (chwag? French word...) French were resentful. They felt threatened as if no one cared for the language of the majority the language of the majority. They needed something to be proud of. So they needed to improve joial to fancy French. 
i. Cultural drive to protect, preserve and improve the French language

f. Demographics: French is a minority in Canada and North America.
i. Birthrate in Qc (1960s): Among highest in western world 

ii. Birthrate in Qc (1970s): Among the lowest

iii. Worried about the increase in Allophone (other than English or French)

1. Not Eng or French, but they adopt English as a second language

2. Language Legislation in Quebec (Purposes)


There was nothing in the BNA Act to stop the government from legislating linguistically.

1. To protect and preserve the French language

2. To advance the French language

3. To encourage and (later) require the children of Allophones to attend French schools

a. Rene Levesque: “I intend to make Quebec as French as Ontario is English”

3. Bill 63: An Act to Promote the French Language in Quebec

Intro: This was a law waiting to be passed, required a spark for it to do what it would inevitably do...

1. St. Leonard Crisis (1968)

a. Provided Eng and French, b/c religious...

b. Many schools in this board were bilingual 

c. Untill: the board decided to phase out English

i. Parents protested, media gave a lot of attention

ii. Became a huge debated issue: Should the Govt legislate language.
d. Tino prediction: “We will have language legislation forever”

i. If a govt decides to revoke the language law=political suicide

2. Courts refusal to intervene

a. Community tried to take the board to court: “You cannot outlaw English language education”

i. Court wouldn’t even hear it, because there is nothing in the law-govt saw this as an opportunity 

3. Bill 63c

a. The education provision summarized: Choice
b. 63 says: “parents have the right to choose an English or French education”

4. Reaction to Bill 63

a. Unpopular among some-->cause this law to be replaced and this gov’t to fall

b. Anglophones:

i. concerned them, but they weren’t disappointed. 

c. Allophones

i. Pleased, “a law that supports us.”

ii. Now guaranteed a choice 

d. Francophones

i. Some: regarded an Eng education as an opportunity for their children

1. Best of both worlds: home/school

ii. Other group: Very vocal and upset

1. Wanted legislation to ensure survival of French language through Allophones enrolled in French schools. 

2. Caused the fall of the govt  (Union Nationale)

a. Then crumbled...

e. Bourassa

i. Vote for me and I’ll put an end to this language debate. I’ll put in a law that will respect the demographic and assimilate the allophones.

4. Bill 22: The Official Language Act

Bill 63: Choice 
Bill 22: Sufficient Knowledge
1. “Sufficient knowledge” clause

a. 22: “In order to attend an English school, a child much demonstrate sufficient knowledge of the English language.”

i. How do you demonstrate that??

1. Test: Idea is to test them at 5

2. Test them before they’ve done any school

3. Administered by teachers

a. Against teachers moral grain obv, teachers refused

b. So passed to administrators...

ii. How to pass the test:

1. Tutoring: school before school to...ridiculous 

iii. Given orally, impartial

iv. Principles had vested interest 

v. Totally flawed: A joke at best and an embarrassment at worst

2. A weak law:

a. Didn’t do it’s job, but pissed people off.

b. From choice to test

c. Demographically:

i. Anglos: Mostly passed it

ii. Allos: Inconvenienced 

1. Tutoring, worried about subjective testing

2. Last name...

iii. Francophones: 

1. Those who wanted English school: upset, b/c English was to be 

2. From An Act-->The Act-->The Charter-->learned in school

3. Those who wanted strict: also disappointed. 

d. Teaching profession:

i. Felt immoral about it

ii. Threatened to reduce to numbers

1. less $$

3. Reaction to Bill 22:

a. Progressive Parti Quebecois (Rene Levesque)

i. Rose as a result of this awful language bill

ii. From nothing to elected in 5 years

iii. Elect me and I’ll put an end to this language debate

1. Same line as the liberals, except that they did deliver (Bill 101)

4. Aside Story: “In class many years ago. Student had a comment: I am a victim of 22, I passed it but my twin failed it. He went French, I went English.”
5. Tino Analysis:

a. Name of Bill 101: The Charter of the French Language

b. Name of Bill 22: The Official Language Act
c. Name of Bill 63: An act to Promote the French Languagee charter of rights and freedom

i. Increasing in importance, Language matters 

Next class: We’ll keep looking at the Charters...

Language Legislation: From Bill 101 to the Canadian Charter-Nov. 11

Today: Describe Bill 101 (the biggest language....) and it’s original events. Look at some recent developments, 103, 115...

Background: Remember how unpopular 63 & 22 were. 63 didn’t do enough, 22 did more but was impossible to put in action. Bourassa and Levesque used the same slogan “I will end the language debate” 

f1. Bill 101: Charter of the French Language (original-->1982)

1. Application of Bill 101

a. It applies to elementary and secondary, not CEGEPs or universities

i. CEGEP application comes up sometimes but doesn’t stick

2. Three terms to understand 101: Certificate of eligibilty 
a. (easy as 1,2,3 [bill 63, 22, 101)

b. Certificate is needed to go to English school

c. Relies on the education of a parent of the child. 

d. “A child will be issued a certificate of eligibility if a parent attended a majority of his/her education in English in Quebec”

i. So whack: has to be in Quebec, 3 years (out of elementary)

3. Exemptions from Bill 101 are:

a. Newbrunswick - Qubec see’s NB as a special place

b. Those who can prove that they’re living in Quebec temporarily

i. For business or politics 

1. If your time is temporary...

2. Military, diplomats... 

c. Students with a severe handicap

i. If a student has difficulty learning, then lets make learning the language easier 

d. Students attending an independent or non-funded private school. 

e. Continuity

i. If you legaly start in an English school, your good

f. Sibling

i. If a child gets a certificate, everyone else does...

g. In a independent school for a year: then you can publish 

i. Not fair to those who can’t afford it

1. Arg. Affordable: just one for one year...

h. Aside: Spirit of the law vs letter of the law

i. Spirit: Allophones go to French schools

4. Reaction to  Bill 101

a.  Allophones are disappointed with the Bill...

b. Anglophones were mad that they had to apply for a certificate. 

c. English-Canadians

i. Livid, Quebec is not respecting the educational background of the Anglophones from outside of Quebec. 

d. Francophones who wanted a tight law

i. Finally pleased 

ii. Evidence: Liberal gov’ts have maintained the law, even strengthened it.


5. Results of Bill 101

a. Made it as French as Ontario was English 

b. Increased English University and Cegeps 

c. Made French the official language, made it take the podium 

d. Post: concerned about the survival of the English language is worrisome 

e. Anglo and Allophones have become much more Bilingual 

f. ESL are very popular in adult education

2. Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms (1982)s

1. Repatriation of Canadian Constitution 

a. Trudeau didn’t want England to have final say over amendments of our Constitution.

b. An amendment to take England out

c. And lets add a Charter of Rights. 

i. We had a Bill of Rights, every other province also had one...

ii. Why do we need a national one?

1. Because they do not protect you from the federal govts. 

2. BNA act empowers the govt--> CCofR&F empowers the people. 

3. Linguistics implications of the CCRF

1. Interpreted extracts from the Charter - Section 23

a. 23(1)9a): Minority language clause

i. A linguistic minority will have access to educational services in that language

b. 23(1)(b): The Canada clause

i. This right applies to all Canadians across Canada

ii. Extended 101 to all of Canada in stead of in Quebec. 

iii. Canada clause won...

1. Arg: Education is a provincial responsibility, so why can fed infiltrate??

c. 23(2): Sibling clause

d. 23(3): “Where numbers warrent” clause

i. Alberta: French Community said: we want access to French schools.

1. They said no. So the community took it to the courts. 

2. Mahe vs. Alberta

a. Court decides, the numbers matter. If there’s a lot...then a school...

ii. This is wh y there are so many English english boards, because there’s enough people

2. Some implications of section 23

a. 93 Protected religion, 23 protected linguistics 

b. Debate in 1997-what will protect English shools? Protestant or English...

c. The provincial govt was very disappointed by the federal govt, because they now had a federal say..

4. Amendments to Bill 101 to conform with the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms (1993)

1. The govt fought the Canada clause

2. 1993 then the province respected the Canadian charter..

5. Recent Developments 

1. 2002 Bill 104

a. Continuity clause challenged

b. “If you start in an independent private school, you cannot transfer into a public English school.”

c. Went to court-was declined

i. Unconstitutional....

2. so.. Govt introduced Bill 103(2010) and Bill 115 (2010)

a. 103: a year is not enough, it has to be 3.

b. 3 years then an transfer, also need to go through MELS

i. taken into account: siblings, length of time family will live in Quebec, language spoken at home, parents language of instruction 

ii. 103: No guarantee

iii. Rushed through parliament without debate

1. But couldn’t so it rushed 115.--> very similar law... 

Religion: Nov. 16th

1. Defining freedom of religion

1. Freedom of religion is a fundamental human right

a. As outlined in the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms (1982)

i. The second right, (first is reasonable limits)

ii. Reasonable limits is where the controversy lies

2. Dickson helped define freedom of religion in - R. (queen) v. Big M Drug Mart (1985) (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/R._v._Big_M_Drug_Mart_Ltd.#Ruling)

a. Pharmacy wanted to open on Sunday (The drug store won the case.)

b. You can;t be stopped from practicing beliefs or punished for it.

c. Teaching...can be interpreted in many ways

i. No one can persuade or force others, but also, no one can stop or discourage

d. Section 1: F.O.R. means that subject to limitations that are necessary to protect public safety, order, health...

So don’t assume the issue is over...

2. Religion and education in Quebec

1. School board structure

a. They’re linguistic now, so now no religion 

2. School structures

a. 1997 compromise: when the boards went linguistic, lots of opposition, so as a compromise: schools are allowed to seek official religious status (from 1997-2008) (Bill 180)

3. Moral and religious instruction in schools

a. Bill 180 allows a school to pursue an educational project

b. Taught until 08, now ERC

i. Ethics and religious culture 

3. The Proulx Report (1999)

1. Religion in Secular schools: A new perspective for Quebec

a. Proulx was the chair of a committee that looked at religions roll in education.

b. Proulx is a liberal religious person and a practicing catholic.

i. Recommendations: to secularize the education system

c. 14 points (not necessary to memorize) --> highlights

i. Pass legislation to secularize the school system

ii. Revoke the denominational status held by schools

iii. To amend the education act to disallow religious educational projects

iv. To amend the basic school regulations (cirruc) to allow the study of religion from a cultural perspective only

4. The Issue of religion and education

...Questions are more important than the answers in policy issues
1. Religious education and fundamental freedoms

· A system as pluralistic as ours must assume that at some point, any religion can be represented.

· (at last count, there are upwards of 800 of Protestantism...)

· -the point becomes: if you teach religion could you be compromising the conscious, thought, belief, opinion, as well as expression of others

· Are certain religious exercises in the school discimininatory? (we pray, but you don’t have to...is this exclusion)

· DO the constitutional protected rights of the

· Do those who have religious beliefs have the freedom to manifest those beliefs in the school? -Canada does not have the same standard as the States

2. Teaching about religion vs. teaching a religion

a. You can judge the civility by how well it treats its minorities

i. If so, and schooling is a microcosm, we can same the same thing

“School has no purpose without it’s class rooms” TB

b. Let’s look at religious education in the classroom. Do you teach about religion or do you teach a religion?

c. Quebec is teaching about a religion

d. What role should religion play in public schools?

i. In Quebec, it plays some role 

ii. Could you teach a curriculum and exclude religion from the discourse?

1. No-there are references to religion everywhere, you have to start with the Rennasaince...Enlightenment..no, they’re all religious...
even in science people were strongly religious such as Galileo.
iii. Should religion remain in the home only? 

1. Debated 

2. debate re: sent kid to private school if you want religion in classroom...but what happens when a family cannot afford a religious education?

5. Recent developments

2. Bill 107 (1988):

a. Amendment to Education act

b.  Gave parents 4 options.

i. Catholic 

ii. Protestant

iii. Other

iv. Neutral

3. Bill 109 (1997):

a. Restructured school boards along linguistic lines

4. Bill 180 (1997):

a. Political compromise that allowed schools to seek legal religious status

5. Bill 95: (2005)

a. To be effective July 1rst 2008, (applied Sept 1st 2008)

i. (so references are made either to 08, or 05)

b. Act to amend various legal provisions of a religious nature in education??

c. Amend=Revoke in this act

d. Eliminated all religious provisions in all the laws that effect education:

i. Education act, basic school regulations...by-laws, board stuff

e. Beginning of the most secular period in education, although not fully secular

6. At Issue: Ethics and Religious Culture

1. Court Challenges

a. Loyola High School

i. Argued that “We are a Catholic school in the Jesuit tradition. Everything we do is religious, we teach everything from this prospective.” We will teach ERC, but from our prospective because we have a long tradition of it, and that’s who we are.”

ii. Loyola Won

b. CLE-Coalition for liberty in education

i. A collective group that argued:

1. ERC violates the fundamental right and freedom.

a. The court disagreed, pending appeal

c. All this to say, the matter isn’t closed yet.

2. Resistance by religious groups

a. They will claim that there is too little religion.

b. Ethics and religion are not the same thing.

c. Too relativistic (comparative) 

i. Instead of getting a real, deep understanding

d. It will cause confusion (especially with younger students) because it’s a complex issue. Learning a culture can’t be practiced. like math or writing.

e. Private schools should be exempt

3. Resistance by secular groups

a. Too much religion

b. Should emphasize ethics and not religion

c. Want to see clear separation of church and state

4. Support by some

a. Claim that it has a reasonable balance between ethics and religion

b. Content is diverse and inclusive

5. Superior Court decision (June 2010) (Loyola)

a. Loyola is now exempt from Bill 95

i. Other schools will want exemptions

b. Bill 95 violates qc’s human rights charter. Especially the freedom of religion provision.

c. Loyola has the legal and constitutional right to teach from a Catholic prospective

i. this can set a precedent

6. Quebec will likely appeal this decision

a. (RB) 

Education and Culture: Nov. 18

· Preamble: Today we’re talking about culture. Not multiculturalism, “don’t we live in a multicultural place,” not real because we don’t live in Canada, we live in Quebec: “Interculturalism”

· Quebec is somewhere inbetween Canada and USA.

· Provincial-->education

1. Conflicting Views

Remember, education is a social endeavour. It is a political perspective. I want to give you some conflicting views...

Different positions: 

1. Minority:

a. The manner in which a country treats in minority is a measure of it’s maturity

b.  -or- minority’s cause a lot of trouble in society

2. Diversity

a. Canada should appreciate it’s diversity

b. Canada should get into melting pot... 

Policy=Applied Politics 

1. From a social perspective

2. From a political perspective

3. From an educational perspective

a. School should promote the culture of the society

b. Schools should promote a society that is better...

2. Cultural Developments

1. 1963 B&B Commission: Royal Commission of Bilingualism and Biculturalism

2. 1971-Canada’s first multiculturalism policy within a bilingual framework is tables

3. 1977-The Charter of the French language (Bill 101)

4. 1978-Quebec adopts policy on cultural development

5. 1988-Canada enacts first multiculturalism law

3. The prevalence of cultural diversity in Quebec

1. Stats: (2006)

a. French: 79% of population

b. English: 8%

c. Other: 11%

2. Montreal Stats (2006)

a. French: 70%

b. English: 18%

c. Allo/other: 15% (some people speak more than 1 language)

3. Other interesting stats: (early ‘90s trends)

a. Non-french students will make up 50% of the population around 2000 (in reality it’s at 31%)

i. Policies are preparing for the trends of tomorrow

b. Goech (sp?) Some multicultural education pro

i. In the near future, Allophones could represent 90% of the students populations in Montreal from as many as 65 cultural backgrounds and 20 religions

4. Quebec is very culturally diverse

a. Montreal is the most culturally diverse 

4. Contemporary Quebec policies: Interculturalism -cultural convergence through one language, Francais!



The 4 most important programs based on qc cultural policy. 

Emphasize Diversity or Convergence?

1. Welcoming classes

a. Child of Allophone goes to French.

b. Welcoming classes are in French schools. 

c. Convergence

2. Francization classes

a. An extension of the welcoming classes

b. Continue’s to learn French

c. Only in French schools

d. Convergence

3. PELO program/Heritage language program

a. Spanish, Italian, Mandarin...14+ programs

b. Attempt to provide a third language

c. Exist in both English and French schools. 

d. Diversity

e. very popular in montreal.

4. DSCC-(cultural watch dog)

a. Purpose:promote Qc’s many cultures. Cultural sensitivity training and professional development.

*****Aside: Interculturalism -definition--->

· Convergence many cultures are recognized and respected but there is linguistic assimilation to one language. 

· Raises issues of balancing education and politics.

5. Recent Policy Developments

1. Integrating the Cultural Dimension into Schooling (MEQ, 2003)

a. Reinforced interculturalism as did the next point

b. purpose to promote and ensure integration.

2.   Bouchard-Taylor Commission (2008)

- priority recommendations included:

   
- reinforce interculturalism

   
- ensure integration

6. The Issues of culture and education

1. Multiculturalism vs/ interculturalism

a. In the youth sector interculturalism dominates. (because it’s provincially funded)

b. Mcgill gets federal money from the royal act so it should be multicultural

2. Survival of the French language and culture

a. boils down to survival of the French language is survival of the culture.

3. Adequacy of cultural programs

a.  entertain the ideas do the  programs help this?

b. It is where we want the next generation to go: criticized on importance on first and second language struggle that PELO is neglected. only introduced in secondary 3

1. final problem PELO exists only to distract people from being linguistically assimilated. It softens impact of interculturalism.

Children, Students and their Rights: Nov. 23rd

Intro: Exam grades are in. He reads every essay. Will read the ones with a big discrepancy between graders. About 1% will change. Info on the final will be up by this Monday

Youth Protection Act is the most important item today. You are obliged to know and understand the youth protection act.

1. Universal Declaration of Human Rights

1. Recognizes the “inherent dignity and equal inalienable rights of all members of the human family as the foundation of freedom, justice and peace in the world”

i. Not legally binding, it’s a standard

b.   Convention of the Rights of the Child

i. …(missed?) It’s a very high standard, but since it’s from the 
United Nations it’s not legally binding. Even Quebec’s standard is lower.

c. Section 28 deals specifically with education

i. emphasis on elementary education.

ii. recognizes the right of the child to education on the basis of equal opportunity

1. to be provided free of charge to the child and family (Public Education

iii. Encourages more programs at the secondary level

iv. It is a higher standard than we have in Quebec or most of N.A. (opinion)

1. Not enough vocational education

a. Stigma hurts it

v. Encourages higher education to be as accessible as possible 

1. Cost; recommendation is that means should be allowed

a. Grants, bursaries, scholarships...

vi. Take measure to encourage regular attendance and the reeducation of drop-outs That is why we take attendance seriously.

vii. In qc, education is not an absolute right

2. The Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms

1. Fundamental Freedoms and Equality Rights

a. Everyone has the following fundamental freedoms:

i. Freedom of conscience and religion

ii. Freedom of thought, belief, opinion and expression...

iii. Freedom of peaceful assembly

iv. Freedom of association

v. Every individual is equal before and under the law

vi. Affirmative action

2. Reasonable limits

a. Guarantees rights and freedoms are all subject to reasonable limits
3. The notwithstanding clause

a. in addition to reasonable limits, doesn’t apply to entire charter

i. Parliament or the legislature of a province may expressly declare... that the Act or a provision thereof shall operate notwithstanding a provision included in section 2 or sections 7-15 of this charter

1. Provinces could opt out of certain parts of the Constitution.

2. notwithstanding clause: when charter was being drafted, the provinces were concerned about a Charter that would tie the legislative hands of our federation and the provincial government said if you don’t allow us to legislate notwithstanding, the Charter will rule and limit our ability to govern.

3. Notwithstanding laws that are passed are only in effect for 5 year or until the next election where they are reviewed giving the people a chance to revoke the law.

3. The Quebec Charter of Human Rights and Freedoms

1. Practically accompanies the Canadian charter

2. Freedoms and Equality Clauses

a. Every person is the possessor of fundamental freedoms

b. 9.1 In exercising his fundamental freedoms and rights, a person shall maintain a proper regard for democratic values, public order and the general well being

c. 10 (the equality clause, Canadian version). Every person has a right to full and equal recognition and exercise of his human rights and freedoms

d. 40. Every person has a right, to the extent and according to the standards provided for by law, to free public education
i. the reason why

3. Reasonable limits - Sect. 9.1.2 (shift + tab to move left)

a. even Quebec is limited by reasonable limits 

b. Quebec could abolish public education if they liked. (But wouldn’t)

c. Government could decide to make secondary education costly and inaccessible. Legally not much could be done. (but again wouldn’t it would cause so many problems)

4. Student privacy

1. In 1998, the supreme court heard and judged a case regarding student privacy.

a. Is the teacher allowed to enter a student’s space?

i. Yes

ii. Is an administrator?

1. Yes

iii. Is just cause required?

1. Yes

iv. Reasonable limits

b. Student space: A students desk, locker, personal belongings, person and body cavities.

i. *always make sure there is someone around...and let the administration know 

c. Random locker searches are legal (called a Drag-net search)

2. According to the supreme court: Including bodily cavities.

3. All of this: as long as the student is a minor 

4. Examples:

a. searching for cellphones...

b. Teachers have more rights to search than the police, they don’t need a search warrant 

5. Youth Protection Act, Bill 24 (1977) and Filing a Report Policy Paper (2008)

-according to the YPA, those in a profession or service that cater minors, have a legal obligation to look after their welfare Teachers are obliged to care about their students welfare.

-YPA identifies a number of situations to look for:

1. Situations which can endanger a child

a. If the child is:

i. Abandoned, you need to notify youth protection

ii. Neglected, you need to notify youth protection (obligatory)

iii. Psychologically abused, “”

iv. Physically abused, “”

v. Serious behavioral problems, “”

vi. Sexual abuse, considered more damaging than others. Every citizen is obliged to report it but not to find it

1. You can make errors it’s better than ignoring it or never reporting it.

2. Conditions to be indicators of danger

a. Situations that can indicate danger, neglect etc:

i. If a child runs away, and is therefore not in school

ii. If a child regularly skips school

iii. If a child is physically, but not attending mentally 

3. Confidentiality with children

a. if a child confides in you, you must

i. remain calm

ii. listen openly, don’t judge

iii. be reassuring

iv. tell the child they made the right decision to confide

v. assure the child that you believe them

vi. **do not promise a child that you will keep their secret**, as protecting the child is more important than keeping a promise but if you need to lie for the sake of the child then do so. You won’t be held legally accountable  if you lie to your student.

vii. don’t interrogate, allow for the child to speak freely

viii. right down the child’s words asap and not in front of them

4. Reporting child abuse

a. If you do it anonymously you might get ignored. There are so many cases most are back burned and they’ll only react to multiple claims.

b. It’s good to back your words. and leave evidence or proof.

6. The Education Act and the Basic School Regulations

1. Attendance at School

a. Act is serious about attendance

b. Education is a right(ish) from 5-18, as in they have the right to be in school

c. Education is compulsory from 6-16 or sec V which ever comes first, as in they are obliged to be in school

Execptions to this :

a. Prolonged illness

b. Psychological or physical challenge

c. Temporary exception: expulsion

2. Educational Services

a. A board or school cannot charge for material that can be returned by the student, but they can for workbooks

b. Every child has the right to receive the services outlines in the Education Act and school regulations

...Nov. 25th

· about the policies of dealing with students with special needs.

· Topic is hot and newspapers cover it and so do

· Quebec’s policy is NOT full integration. QC uses some least restrictive model.

· Most likely you’ll end up with a special needs student in your class. it’s a LARGE issue not a small problem.

1. Special education defined

a. The provision of education services for students.

a. mental handicap : lower than average IQ.

b. learning difficulties average or higher IQ but still has trouble academically.

c.  Disadvantaged a) economical - Not having breakfast at home: 




   b) social - not being bullied.

d. Disorder is psychological that impedes learning: autism, schizophrenia, Tourette’s syndrome 

i. Combination of problems

b. Advantages and disadvantages of labelling students

ii. several advantages to coding and labelling:

1. Funding, students with special needs are allocated more funding
2. Special rights: affirmative action helps to protect and give the student her due rights

3. communication: if there is a student with special needs, the principle is who is in the end responsible, but they only see the student as a piece of paper: IEP...
· The teacher(s) is who is with with the student

· So the team needs to talk to each other 

4. Advocacy: to speak on behalf or advance some body's interest
· don’t go to meetings to do your work. if you’re not ready don’t go.

Several disadvantages
Stereotyping: tend to categorize and structure complexity but there is a wide array of student diversity
Negative attitudes

Self-fulfilling: the child knows that he/she is different
Rejection

2. Quebec’s special education policy in progress

Foundation of Quebec’s policy
Access: getting the student into class, for both physically and mentally handicapped. Make it so they can participate in class.

integration: Getting the student into the right program

Quality: that isn’t enough it needs to be effective.

· The Parent Report (1964)

i. Parent started to hightlight the importance of a special needs program.

· The teachers who drove the movement to attend to special needs students

· Provincial negotiations teachers

a. Teachers didn’t want special needs students in their classes until the governement trained them properly.

· MEQ’s first Plan of Action regarding special education (1979\

a. to create a cirriculum that supports integration of special needs peeps

· Education Act (Bill 107, 1988)



added protection of special needs students rights 

· MEQ updates its special education policy to conform with the new Education Act - Educational Success for All (1990)

3. Laws, rules, and regulations governing special students’ rights

-if you deny a student their special rights, you will not be adequately protected as student rights are outlined in the collective provincial agreement

-issue is how and whether we are doing it well enough (integrating special students needs)

4. Special education rights in relation to ten principle policy goals (smith, 1989 (piloted framework); 1995 (completed it), 2001(published it))

-looked at special education policy of 10 provinces and 2 territories

-found 10 principles that all jurisdictions had in common

1. Right to education

a. right to be there, right to integration

2. Right to extended schooling

a. right to quality, making it special and different, providing more

3. Right to access facilities

4. Right to have educational services available

a. quality

5. Right to learning problems prevented



quality

6. Right to appropriate assessment



quality

7. Right to integration



integration

8. Right to an appropriate education



quality

9. Right to consultation (parents)



access

10. Right to participation



access/integration

5. Integration

1. Recent policy developments

a. Learning difficulties: Reference framework for difficulties 

· I believe it’s a better system of labeling. via better communication between teachers , parents, psychologists and other partners to identify the students at risk IEP stuff

b. Differentiated evaluation 

· New qualitative evaluation for special needs learning

2. Advantages of Integration

a. For integrated students

i. Show improved social and emotional development

ii. Improved communication skills

iii. More educational competencies achieved 

iv. Higher expectations

v. Better attitude towards others 

vi. Higher future work earnings

vii. Higher quality of life=more happiness

b. For non-disabled students (when done properly)

i. better attitude towards others

ii. improved interpersonal skills

iii. enhanced appreciation for diversity

6. Recent Policy Developments: The value of integration from moral and ethical perspectives

1. 8 have been raised

a. Whether integration works is a silly questions. Where it isn’t working we should be asking ourselves how to make it happen

b. When someone who hasn’t broken any laws gets put out of the community, its a bad sign

c. The debate of inclusion is one of morality, not science

d. Lusthouse from the heart: welcoming children who have been left out may provide all students with the opportunity to build a bridge towards a more humane future

e. Will Smith: May be embedded in legislature and offices, but in the end it will only be achieve in the classroom of the community

November 30, 2010

Current trends in quebec education

hard because it’s like forcasting the weather trends are hard but current is easy 

1 social trends demographic.

a. aging population, we needs to bring in new people that means they’re going in french french schools,. this isn’t all bad, but people will be retiring.

b. increase in employment in service industries.

c. increase in emploment in high knowledge  content so people will be taking schooling more seriounsly

d. Growth of non-standard employment. (part time, short term temp, working for adult ed)

e. Decreased employment security 

2. major treads shaping eduction.

these tables are really cramping my style TB 20101130

a. knowledge is tested by provincial exams. report cards have a mark for knowledge. debate whether traditionalist vs progressive. Can’t sum the two whoithout knowledge and process.

b. Many methods of communication. The internet is a way to communicate. Things were supposed to replace teachers, first radio, second tv then computers. human touch is important to transfer information communication is a tool and it’s only as good as the person using it.

c. competition  counties and ranking education and counties ranking schools. sometimes good sometimes bad. for sure there’ is increasingly more competition.

d. pluralism. each generation increases the diversity of the population. we deal with with.

i. 1950’s -socialization advertising for school and pushing the idea of education

ii. selection.

iii. 1960
many schools opened.

1. 1970 expression many epic cohices in cousing and things started getting crazy 

iv. contraction less school boards.

v. 1990?

vi. efficiency comes from lack of resources.

4. Shifts in classroom practices.

a. teachers become more active,  interactive, reflection, independent with the students.

b. classroom shared knowledge vs only the teacher has knowledge.

c. student: listen, hears and notes, progressive both the previous with reflection and interactive stuff. straw man of notes from the teacher to the student without passing through either minds.

d. knowledge matters, duh, both practical and theoretical. science of knowledge.

5. shifts in teacher training.

content what to teach vs process how to teacher 

teach the students the subject.

famous of all lines from 

“those can’t do, teach.” better: “those who teach, understand.”
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