Social Deviance
Chapter 5
“Deviant” and “Normal” Sexuality

What is Deviant Sexuality?
“ the only unnatural sexual act is that which you cannot perform” “ there is hardly anyone whore sexual life, if it were broadcast, would not fill the world at a large with surprise and horror”
· These two quotes demonstrate the complexity of sexuality in human societies and point to the different ways sexuality can be perceived- biologically and sociologically.
· More objective deviance specialists refer to cultural and historical variations in the norms that are used as the standard against which deviance is judged, and more subjective deviance specialists refer to process of social construction.
· Social processes determine who is socially typed as deviant through the processes of description, evaluation, and prescription.

The Cultural and Historical Construction of Sexuality
Traditional Aboriginal Cultures: From Holism to Oppression
· Historical knowledge about sexuality in traditional Aboriginal cultures is somewhat limited. However, the available evidence clearly points to a dramatic contract between the perceptions of sexuality in Aboriginal and European cultures
· There was considerable variability across Aboriginal cultures in the dominant moral codes governing sexuality. In some cultures, premarital and extramarital sexual activity among women were considered unacceptable and subjected to measures of social control, while in others, premarital and extramarital sex were accepted practices and might involve gifts being given to the woman’s family.
· Like was views as consisting of four components
1. Physical
2. Intellectual
3. Emotional
4. Spiritual
· Life was seen as consisting of these four components, so was sexuality; the physical, intellectual, emotional, and spiritual were perceived as existing in sexuality, and sexuality was thought to enhance these four components in the rest of a person’s life. 
· Sexuality was not stigmatized
· European cultures of the time, sexuality has a very different meaning. Sex was for the purpose of reproduction, and even the notions of pleasure were frowned upon; sexuality was sinful, requiring careful and stringent control. Sexuality was not integrated into social life, but rather isolated from it, almost as a necessary evil, and infused with guilt. 
· The only nondeviant sexuality was that which occurred between husband and wife, and even then only if their sole sexual behavior was intercourse, if it took place in the “missionary” position, and if they did not enjoy it too much or do it too often. 
· Sexuality of women in particular has to be strictly controlled to maintain the purity and sanctity of the home- and to assure paternity.
· Same sex activities were unacceptable and subject to both informal sanction and formal sanction. 
· The gifts that were given within some sexual relationships in Aboriginal culture were labeled by Europeans as indicative of “prostitution”
· Changes in the social perceptions of sexual relationships between Aboriginals and Euro-Canadians occurred as settlement progressed and as the fur trade was slowly replaces by agriculture as Canada’s primary economic activity. 
· Relationships between Euro-Canadian men and Aboriginal women were discouraged as the population of mixed-race women grew
North America: The Evolution of Meaning of Sexuality
· As economic, religious, familial, scientific, and other cultural changes have occurred, sexuality has changed as well.
· Since the 17th century, the meaning of sexuality has transformed from being primarily associated with reproduction within powerful structure of kinship to being primarily associated with emotional intimacy in marriage, and then to being associated with personal fulfillment for individuals
· 19th century the practice of slavery was closely intertwined with control of sexuality. Slave owners frequently determined who was permitted to mate with whom for the purposes of reproduction. Female slaves were valued in part for their reproductive capacities, and certain male slaved were also expected to be continually sexually available for male members of the owners family
· in the more urbanized United States, sexuality during this era was chanelled into marriage for the purpose of reproduction, although some sexual activity was tolerated In courtship. 
· Sexuality outside of the arenas of courtship and marriage was considerably unacceptable, and sexuality was formal and informally controlled by the Christian church, the courts, family, and the community. 
· Premarital pregnancy would result in marriage being enforced, often at the insistence of the young woman’s father.
· In the 17th century, in the growing Canadian and Euro-American cultures, the nature of the definition and control of sexual deviance “serve the larger function of reminding the community at large that sexuality belonged in marriage for the purpose of producing legitimate children”
· The definition and control of sexual deviance also reinforced socioeconomic class, gender, and racial hierarchies through which society was constructed. 
· End of 18th century to 19th century there was significant change that affected the way sexuality was perceived. People were more likely to marry out of “love”, urbanization and wage lager progressed at a rapid pace, creating more anonymous lives distanced from extended family members and community surveillance. Religious shifts transferred the responsibility for salvation onto the individual, reducing the role of the church.
· In the 19th century infant mortality rates declined, but perinatal and postnatal mortality rates of women did not.
· The economic changed that were occurring in society at this time included the emergence of a powerful culture industry- newspapers, magazines, mass-produced books, and more.

Contemporary Sexual Culture
Criteria for Determining Deviance
· Consent: some researchers use the concept of consent as defining characteristics of “normal” sex. 
· Is consenting an attitude? Is so then determining whether consent is present in a particular situation requires access to a person’s thought and stat of mind
· Is consenting a behavior? If so then determining whether consent is present in a certain situation requires comparing actions that have occurred to some type of agreed-upon list of precise behaviors that constitute “consent”
· Lack of consent leads many people to interpret sexual assault as an act of violence rather than a sexual act.
· Issues of consent are perceived differently across place and time. Although no means no  even with marriage in Canadian society, in many countries consent is not considered necessary between husband and wife; sexual relations are prescribed as requires in the marital relationship.
· Nature of the Sexual Partner: in the Athens during the fifth century BC, acceptable sexual partners for aristocratic men included wives, prostitutes, slaves, foreigners, and adolescent males, while men of equal social status were defined as inappropriate sexual partners.
· In the Europeanized culture of North America from the 17th century and onward, marriage gradually lost its monopoly as the only legitimate outlet for sexual behavior, and a wider range of sexual partners came to be deemed appropriate.
· The criminal code also prohibits sexual relationships between close family members- parents, children, grandparents, grandchildren, siblings, and half siblings. Violating this prohibition between family members constitutes the crime of incest. 
· Bestiality is a crime in Canada, making animals unacceptable sexual partners
· The nature of the sexual partner is also controlled outside the legal system. The choice of sexual partners is formally regulated in some places of business, where company policies may prohibit intimate relationships between bosses and employees or between co-workers, student and professor
· Sexual partner is not a person but an object that is necessary for sexual stimulation to occur, psychiatric community labels the sexual activity a fetish.
· At al informal level, particular sexual partners may be perceived as socially unacceptable.
· At both formal and informal levels, members of the same sex continue to be defined as inappropriate sexual partners to some extent
· Same sex common-law couples began to receive the same benefits as opposite sex common-law couples in 2000, and same sex couples gained the right to legally marry across Canada in 2005
· Nature of the Sexual Act: if your choice of sexual partner is defined normal, is what you’re doing with that partner considered “kinky”. Are you engaging in normal sexual acts?
· Sexual intercourse between husband and wife back in the 17th century was the only acceptable sexual act and only if it was “missionary” position.
· The growing sexual freedom of the last century has allowed a range of sexual acts to be seen as more acceptable
· Due to the rapid growth in sexual freedom over the last century, greater subjectivity has emerged in precisely which sexual acts are perceived as “kinky” or deviant
· The issue of consent, the nature of sexual partner, and the nature of sexual act are three of the core criteria by which we evaluate sexuality and subsequently judge it as either deviant or normal. But there are also some more peripheral criteria such as sexual activities in certain locations are considered deviant.
· Frequency of sex is another of the more peripheral criteria used to evaluate sexuality. Is someone having sex too often, not enough, or just the right amount?
Sexuality and the “Deviance Dance”
· During the Victorian era, considerable restrictions on sexual behavior were countered with the expansion of the sex industry- photographs, books, and sexually oriented live performances.
· In contemporary North American, considerable debate exists over many aspect of sexual culture.
Exotic Dancing
[bookmark: _GoBack]- has a long history, with burlesque shows and other forms of “stripping” going back centuries. However, after period of stagnancy, exotic dancing has gained in popularity over the last decade. 
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