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Origins and functions of castles in medieval France
Outline of the course
· Castle comes from Castellum which means village
· Also comes from Castrum which means fort or camp
· Castel – French term
· Means a set of buildings or a stronghold or a large mansion
Objective and definition
· The origins of the medieval France castles
· When?
· Charles the great who rules most of western Europe for more then 50 years
· 768-814CE
· expanded through military means
· political situation forced Charlemagne to have forts and castles for refugee
· Viking Raids
· 8th and 9th century
· Evaded Brittan shores
· Castles were abandoned
· Most castles came after the evasions
· The castle we know, they are not as a result of evasions
· Castle wasn’t there for defense 
· Threats were over by then
· Something happened in early 11th century
· It is a sign of aristocratic home
· Top of society  built a house that was elevated, dominating a space around itlike hi
· Who?
· Why?
· 3 main rooms
· Large common room
· Eat and live
· Collective life
· Private small room for him and direct family
· Chapel 
· Life in a castle (10th-12th century)
· Evolution of the castle (12th – 15th Century)

Conclusion
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