 Common reasons for low marks are:
· Underdeveloped answers (not writing enough)
· Waffling
· Repetition
· Lack of concrete examples (in short questions and the essay)
· Failure to show understanding of key concepts such as thesis and paragraph structure
· Terrible writing (incoherent, not complete sentences, confusion, contradictions)
Essay Analysis
· “Comment on” essentially means say something intelligent about. Show off your understanding of terms such as tone and structure.
· “Explain” means show how something works
· Use your own words, but give short, concrete examples from the essay wherever they help. Do not quote entire sentences, though.
Structure
· If you are asked to comment on the structure of the essay, you are being asked for observations about how it is organized
· A good first step is to look at the thesis and ask where it is to be found. 
· Is it stated explicitly in the first paragraph? If so, the essay is organized deductively.
· Or does it take shape only gradually, perhaps never being explicitly stated? If so, the essay is organized inductively. 
· Is there an obvious structural principle such as chronology or comparison?
· How are the main points arranged? (try a reverse outline). What is the effect of this arrangement?
· Is there a logical progression of argument? Or is there accumulation of details and examples?
· How do the introduction and the conclusion relate to each other?
· How are paragraphs organized? Are there any short, transition paragraphs?
· Basic (Ad 1, Ad 2, Ad 3) organization vs. Sophisticate (point 1, point 2, point 3 with references to all ads throughout) organization
· Show the reader what’s most important by your use of space:
· How long you spend on a point tells the reader how important you consider it. More important points need more detail and more space. Don’t spend a long time on relatively unimportant things.
· Not all points are equally strong. Consider where you should put your strongest point and your weakest point.
· There are a number of structures to choose from
Types of structure include:
· Classification (what are the types of...)
· Partitioning (what are the parts of...)
· Process description (how is a process carried out...)  ordered chronologically
· Cause/effect (what are the results of something? What are the causes of something?)  relationship between something
· Comparison (what are the similarities and differences between...)
· Block (deal with all of A and then all of B)
· Alternating (deal with point one about A and B, deal with point two about A and B, ...)
· Narration
· Argument
Structure addresses the question of how the essay is built: 
· Where does the essay begin and where does it end? How does it move from beginning to end?
· To get a feel for the structure of an essay, write a reverse outline (i.e., an outline based on what is actually there)
Questions to Ask Yourself
· Is there an obvious structural principle such as chronology, cause and effect, or comparison?
· How are the main points arranged? (try a reverse outline). 
· What is the effect of this arrangement?
· Is there a logical progression of argument? Or is there accumulation of details and examples?
· How do the introduction and the conclusion relate to each other?
· How are paragraphs organized? Are there any short, transition paragraphs?
Argument
· If you are asked to comment on the argument of the essay, you are being asked what strategies the author uses to persuade the reader of his or her point
· Here are some questions to ask yourself:
· Does the argument depend mostly on logic?
· Does the argument depend mostly on details and examples?
· If the author gives a lot of examples, what makes them support his argument?
· Does the argument convince you? (Consider how you feel about the topic and whether the essay is likely to affect your thinking. If you have never thought about this before, did it wake you up? How?)
Questions to Ask Yourself
· Argument—What is the writer’s thesis (main argument)? 
· What techniques does the writer use to argue his or her point? 
· Does the argument depend mostly on logic or does it depend
· on details and examples?
· Are there any weaknesses in the argument? Does the argument rest on any unstated assumptions? 
· Does the argument convince you? Consider how you feel about the topic and whether the argument is likely to affect your thinking. If you have never thought about this before, did it wake you up? How?
Tone
· Tone is the attitude of the writer to the topic and to the reader
· What word or words would you use to describe the tone? How does the writer feel about the topic?
· How does the writer convey this tone (give specific examples of word choice and sentence structure)
· How does the writer address the reader? Look at the writer’s choice of pronouns. Does the writer make the reader feel privileged (e.g., by sharing “in” jokes)?
· Does the writer use irony?
· Does the writer use humour?
· When explaining tone, give concrete examples of word choice by quoting single words and short phrases
· Don’t just throw in a few quotations without properly explaining how they demonstrate tone
Types of Tone
· Verbal Irony
· Discrepancy between what words actually say and what we are supposed to understand by them is called verbal irony
· Extreme, heavy-handed irony is called sarcasm
· It is unusual for an entire essay to be written ironically
· It is very common for an essay to contain instances and examples of irony
· Situational Irony
· Another kind of irony is created when there is strong incongruity between what we expect to happen and what actually happens
· passionate
· dispassionate, detached
· neutral
· angry
· strident
· objective
· Judgmental
· self-righteous
· lukewarm
· bitter
You can explain tone by looking closely at how it is revealed
· It is revealed through these things:
• Choice of pronouns
• Sentence structure
• Choice of words
Look at the writer’s choice of pronouns (first or third)
· If the writer uses the first person singular pronoun, “I,” he is creating a personal relationship with the reader
· If the writer sometimes uses the first person plural pronoun, “we,” he is attempting to draw the reader in to create a bond
· If the writer does not use the first person pronoun but writes everything using third person pronouns, he is creating distance between himself and the topic (and the reader)
Look at the writer’s choice of sentence structure
· If the writer uses mostly short to medium length, uncomplicated sentences, he creates a relaxed tone
· If the writer uses many long sentences or many sentences with complex structures, he creates a scholarly, academic tone
Look at the writer’s choice of words
Look at how the writer attempts to create a relationship with the reader
· Sometimes a writer uses allusions as a way of drawing the reader in
· Only some readers will recognize the allusions
· Writers who recognize the allusion feel “in” with the writer; others are excluded
General Tips for Part 1
· Pay careful attention to the distribution of marks. It will give you a clue how much detail is required. You cannot, for example, get five marks with one sentence.
· Don’t repeat yourself. State each point clearly and only once.
· Don’t write out the question or even part of it, just go straight to the answer
· For the thesis statement, one or two sentences will suffice. Ensure your sentences are carefully crafted.
Part B – Essay 
Find a way to work quotations in
· As example
· As “colour” (e.g., in your introduction)
· As facts
· As someone else’s opinions 
· As statements that you disagree with
 Focus on what’s most important:
· Having a clear thesis
· Having a clear structure so the reader is never left wondering what you are talking about
· Writing in well-formed paragraphs (each having a clear point)
· Start your essay with a sentence that clearly states what it will be about. State your thesis in your first paragraph.
· Write clear paragraphs—use the first sentence of each to tell the reader what the main point is.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Provide as much support for each of your points as you can given the time limitations. Use concrete examples wherever possible.
· Proofread your essay
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