1. Is the “developing world” a meaningful concept? What are the common defining features of 
developing countries? What are the differences? Are the commonalities more important than 
differences? [In other words, what is the analytical value of categorizing countries in this way?] 
The developing world has been variously referred to as the “Third World”, the “South”, and the “less developed countries (LDCs)”. Typically speaking, all these terms refer to countries without an alignment to capitalist or communist superpowers, with post-colonial status, with dependence on Western capitalism, and with poverty and economic “backwardness”. The term has been predominantly used to refer to the post-colonial regions of Africa, Asia, Latin America and the Caribbean, and the Middle-East. 
•	Commonalities: 
Historical tendency toward authoritarian rule
Endemic corruption
Internal instability/conflict 
•	Differences:
Demographic size
Levels of economic prosperity 
State capacity/governance
Political effects of religious and ethnic identity
•	Points of convergence within the Developing world:
A) Impact of Globalization
B) Universalizing Neo-Liberalism
[bookmark: _GoBack]C) Political liberalization, and external democracy promotion
