Natural History Notes - Week 2

Distraction Patterns: Patterns that serve to distract or deflect a predator’s attention to a non-vital body part.  These are often but not 


always startle patterns also.

Deflection Patterns: another name for Distraction Patterns.

Some butterflies have eye-spots and/or fake antennae on their hind wings that serve as Distraction or Deflection Patterns

Examples: Hairstreak butterflies, Swallowtail butterflies
Permanent eyespots (never hidden) can be used to fool a predator into thinking the animal is bigger than it really is.

Example: Eyed Elater (beetle), Tiger Swallowtail caterpillar
Physical Defence can involve Armour or physical structures that are part of the animal’s body:

Hard exoskeleton:   Examples:  many beetles, millipedes
Shells formed from internal skeleton:  Examples:  Turtles: Blanding’s Turtle can partially close its shell, Box Turtle can fully close its shell

Hard shells formed from Calcium:  Examples: Snails, Clams
