September 5th Traditions, Definitions and Disciplines: 

 Political Science: 
· the study of politics where politics is understood as the process of making binding decisions to allocate scarce resources within the society and the study of governmental process
· “authoritative allocation of values” 
· who gets what and why (status, wealth, power) too Western-Centric 
· conflict and power 
Conflict: competing for similar resources and values or goals  directly related to exercise of power 

Power: ability of a person to make the others do something that he or she might not otherwise do
· Authority is a large part of power
· Power comes from someone needing something and someone else trying to get it

3 variants of power: 
· Influence 
· Coercion 
· Authority  the most important ** Authority needs legitimacy to work 

September 10th Contending Approaches: 

Institutions: 
· Bureaucracy 
· Parliament, different parties 
· Too narrow of a view doesn’t take into account culture, young vs. old
· No societal elements

Authority: sources of authority you accept without resistance because you believe in the validity of the state’s authority 
1. Legal: Having rules
· Processes that are widely accepted (elections) 
· Governments are accepted because we have procedure to arrive at them 
· Acceptance of real rules 
2. Traditional: long time honoured practices 
· Things have always been done the same way gaining legitimacy 
· Deals largely with religion 
· No collective agreements, it is just recognized that something is done a certain way 
3. Charismatic: someone who is a good communicator and you derive your authority because people feel like you are on a higher level 
· Nazi Regime 
· Authority derived by charisma does not lead to a well governed country 
· You don’t have the continuity to be able to replace this leader 

Contending Approaches: how to view politics 

1. Formal Legal Analysis: (old institutionalism) the roots of political science 
· Reading constitution
· Studying the rules of how institutions work 
· Relationship between cabinet and legislatures
· Very specific, no generalizations 
· Working of the state and their interactions 

2. Systems Analysis: David Easton, poli-sci more scientific input output
· Government = black box 
· Societal influence/ pressure = inputs 
· Decisions made = output 
· Feed back from society and how they feel = right back up to input 
· Self-adjusting, balance
· Classless society 

3. Structural Functionalism: Gabriel Almond 
· Compared politics to the human body 
· Systematic: coexists with other systems each institution and political structure was vital 
· Altering parts changes the whole 

4. Political Culture: 
· Political systems explained by a culture’s society helped to explore other countries 
· How a affected the values and wants of society 
· Cultural and psychological elements 
· Surveys and stats wants to know what people think 

5. Political Economy: 
· Economic factors and relations shaping politics 
· Nature of economic relations (domestic and international) that allow you to understand politics 
· Favouring the wealthy OR adjustment to suit all 

6. Rational Choice: very dominant now 
· Making poli-sci scientific things happen for a reason 
· Individuals will maximize their own interests and do a cost benefit analysis before making their own decisions 
· Value free laws through study of individual behaviour 
· More scientific, the more the nuances of complicated political issues become over simplification 

7. New Institutionalism: 
· How institutions impact political changes 
· Institutions weigh heavily on society 
· Institutions are still needed to study politics how they matter and how they influence political outcomes 

September 12th Methodology: 

Comparative Analysis: 
· Single case study 
· Comparison using only one country 
· Change through time diachronic analysis 
· Relationships between variables and test hypothesis 

Multiple Case Study: 
· Logic to a case selection, a rationale depending on what you want to explain 
· Area studies: countries chosen from similar areas commonalities 
· In depth study 

Most-similar-systems outcome: 
· Two cases that are similar in as many ways as possible 

Most-differences-system outcome: 
· Two cases that are different in as many ways as possible 
· Studies across areas 
· One common outcome can be found looking for similar features to explain this commonality 

Normative Inquiry: The philosophical how questions. 

Empirical Inquiry: Why things happen. 

September 17th The State: 

Statehood According to Max Weber: 
1. Continuous administrative staff
2. Military establishments successfully monopolizing the use of violence
3. Financial taxation to support military and administration 
4. Territoriality clearly defined borders, or are they contested? 

State: A compulsory political association with continuous organization whose administrative staff successfully upholds a claim to the monopoly of legitimate use of force in the enforcement of its order within a given territorial area. 
· States are used to refer to democratic states with powerful institutional structures, the governing bodies of these states are called the administration 

Sovereignty: Independence and self-governing 
· The ability to control our own destiny, lies within the population 
· Transferring control as individuals to the state
· Sovereignty is not absolute 

Pragmatic Acquiescence: 
· We might not fully support the state, but we acknowledge that exists 

Difference between state and government: 
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September 24th Presidential & Parliamentary Systems 
Legislature: (House of Commons) 
· Look after bills proposed in clearly defined issue or policy areas 
· Scrutiny of the government in their area of responsibility
· Provides important information about the power of the legislative branch of government over the executive 

Dual Executive: 
· Implementing the laws made by the legislature 
· Head of Government (Prime Minister): elected OR hereditary leads cabinet and decides public policy 
· Head of State (Governor General): embody the state, arbitrate government foundation above the government an it’s role to facilitate and arbitrate parliamentary power 

Fusions of Legislative and Executive Powers: members of the legislature can also be members of parliament 
· Members of the executive (cabinet) are also members of the legislative branch 
· Executive branch is within the legislative branch 
Responsible Government: 
· Government cannot exist without the support from the House of Commons vote of confidence 

House of Common Affecting Parliament: 
· We do not vote for the government we vote for parliament (different parties represented in the House of Commons) 
· If a party wins the majority of the seats in the HofC (50% + 1) they win the majority and will form the government 
· No majority? The party with the most seats filled will head the government 
· OR coalition can be formed (does not happen in Canada) 
· Coalition: Two parties coming together to form a majority government, leading the country together 
· Minority Government: must rely on other parties to pass legislation. Must maintain the confidence of the house 

Dissolving Parliament: 
· Parliament can be dissolved by the head of government, with the permission of the head of state 
· Dissolving a parliament forces a new election, and a completely different parliament 
· Strategically done by leaders 

Presidential System: One center of executive authority 
· The president is directly elected 
· A contest between two people 

Separation of Powers: 
· The president is not a member of the legislative branch and neither are his cabinet members (Secretary of Defense/ State) they still have influence
· No system of responsible government no vote of confidence involved 
· Elected for a fixed mandate of 4 years only resignation (or impeachment) can change this 

Premier-Presidential: semi-presidential (France) 
· Responsible system (like parliamentary) but the president who is directly elected in the dominant political figure 
· The president can dissolve the house and formally appoint the prime Minister 
· System works best when president and the majority of the house are the same political party 
· President and House interaction are tried to be at the same time to have similar political parties favoured 
· President = head of state voted for directly 
· Prime Minister = head of government 

September 26th Political Parties and Electoral Systems 

Political Parties: a team of individual people who are united for the purpose of capturing political power. 
· fighting towards political power
· Formal organization whose goal is to place and maintain people in office who will control the government 

“catch” all party: gaining political power values can change often to suit large amounts of the population 
· Bring together people of different values 

“ideological” party: strong core of values and beliefs (religion, language, ethnicity) 


Types of Party Systems: 
1. Single Party Systems: 
· One party is the only political party to be successful (authoritarian regime)-> other parties are “not allowed” 
2. One party dominant system: 
· One party systematically wins the election (fairly) 
· One party establishes a dominant position conservatives in Alberta 
· They will fall eventually
3. Two party dominant system, two party plus system: 
· Two big parties, one does not monopolize 
· They take turns taking power 
· Sometimes a third party has a strong presence, but not powerful enough to take power 
4. Multi Party System: 
· More than 2 parties who have responsible chance of forming the government 
· Extremely unlikely to have a multi party system 

Electoral Systems: 
1. First Past the Post System (FPP): 
· Very simple 
· Country divided into ridings (geographic areas) 
· Citizens vote for a representative for their riding whoever gets the most votes wins 
· Winner takes a seat in the House of Commons 
· Whichever party has won most ridings in HofC could take over the government 
· CONS: 
· Favours big parties 
· Parties with geographical base, makes it easier to win ridings 
· Votes can be wasted
· Produces a two party or two party plus system (not all parties can get seats 
2. Proportional Relation System (PR): 
· Every vote counts 
· % of votes, directly relates to the % of seats 
· No ridings: a list of importance is submitted before hand 
· Represents more of the population 
· Favours national based systems 
· You vote for the party, not the leader 
· CONS: 
· More parties = greater chance of a coalition government
· Can be unstable is a coalition government is often formed

 October 1st Federations and Federalism 

Federalism: Principal of government that seeks to reconcile unity and diversity through the exercise of political power along multiple autonomous levels
· Political units can live together yet apart 
· Societies can be better governed if they are governed with different levels of governments 
· Independence and interdependence 

Federation: Political systems where two or more levels of government are sovereign within their own specific jurisdiction 
· Very few states are federations, but over 40% of people live in federated states 
· Good for governing large amounts of population 
· Division of powers is written into constitutions 
· Divided into federal and constituents (provinces) 
· Amending Formula: very difficult to change the division of powers when it is written into a constitution need approval from not only the federal government, but from the constituent units as well 
· Unity & diversity, independence & interdependence, self-rule & shared rule 

Unitary States: 
· More centralized than federal states 
· No division of governmental powers 
· Centralized government can change what they want when they want no constitutional protection 
· Confederations: union of independent state accept to give up some of their sovereignty to common institutions: used often when transitioning into federalism (EU is arguably a confederation) 

Intergovernmental Relations: 
· Two levels of government cannot operate without some sort of collaboration 
· Public policy is complicated: multiple areas working together 

Interstate Federalism: Canada is the model for this 
· The executives from each level of government, meet on a month basis to share grievances mechanism of contact between the two levels 
· Provinces have had to come up with ways to communicate with the federal government outside these formal meetings 

Intrastate Federalism: American model of Federalism
· Upper House (Senate) elected reps represent each state (2 per state) 
· Senators defend the interest of their own states 
· Contact between federal and constituent units using centralized institutions 
· No formal meetings between federal and state officials 

Fiscal Matters: 
· Mostly constituent units run the most expensive programs 
· They need funding from the federal government (influence) bulk of revenues go to federal government
· Conditional Transfers: terms on how the money is to be spent 
· Unconditional Transfers: there are no conditions on how the money needs to be spent 
· Territorial Economic Disputes: poor constituents become more poor while the wealthy ones stay wealthy) 
· Most federations implement equalization payments looks at every provinces income and finds an average, then helps the more poor units increase their revenue to the average


What is federalism used for? 
· To have sovereign sources of political power (Americans from British) 
· Authoritarian government is far less likely because of the different levels of government 
· Fragmentation of power 
· Managing diversity
· Democratic transitioning countries 
· Governing of large territories (Canada, US, Russia, Brazil) 

Centralization: the bulk of the powers are given to the federal government 

Decentralization: Bulk of the powers are given to the constituent units 

Assessment 
· Look at the constitution to see what level of government is given more powers
· How dynamic the distribution of powers is 
· Who actually does what (public policy, health care, education) 
· Example: governments of the constituent units make all legislation but the legislation is funded through the federal government dependent on fiscal transfers from federal government, perhaps through conditional transfers. 

Symmetrical: 
· All constituents have similar status
· Example: all Canadian provinces are equal territories do not have any constitutional standing 
Asymmetrical: 
· Constituent units are not all equal 
· Many communities want to be recognized as distinct units 
· Can cause much tension between constituent units and federal government (Quebec) 

October 3rd The European Union
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