Comm 210

Chapter 2 – Claims

Claim: the major conclusion of a piece of writing that the author is trying to persuade you to accept

Words/Phrases that may indicate the author is about to make a claim:
“Therefore, thus, in summary, I believe that, as a result, in fact, the data shoe that…”

Always ensure your statement of the claim is fair.

Evidence: the examples and reasoning that are presented to support the claim

Uncontested claims:
· Claims consistent with our own experiences and observations. Things we have actually heard, seen or touched.
· Facts that are independent of interpretation or events that happened
· Areas where there is agreement among experts, strong supported claims that are common sense.
· Technical or mathematical claims

Contestable claims:
When a claim does not fall into the categories of uncontested claims, we need to question its truth/falsity using critical thinking strategies.

Presenting Claims
A good statement of the author’s claim is the 1st step to evaluating it critically.

Longer texts: author may provide a list of important concepts (concept math or graph)
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