This paper portrays the significance of John Locke’s input of ideologies in the Declaration of the Rights of Man and the Citizen, it also contrasts some arguments for why his ideas where reflected rather than other philosophers of his time, for example Thomas Hobbes. The Declaration of the Rights of Man and the Citizen was written and finished in 1789, it was a document that was a product of the French revolution and was meant to outline the fundamental rights of men based on the concept of natural law. The new government of France felt the need to have the rights of men outlined in a document so that history did not repeat its self, essentially the plan was to declare that which were considered to be natural rights. Drawing heavy influence from the ideas presented in the American Revolution a man named Lafayette was the driving force behind the creation of the document. While it was being written many theorists’ ideologies were considered for example John Locke, Thomas Hobbes, Jean Rousseau, and Montesquieu however, this paper argues that Locke had the most influence on the ideas presented within it.  This paper will discuss three of the rights outlined in the document; the first being (1) “Men are born and remain free and equal in rights. Social distinctions may be founded only upon the general good.” The second; (5) “Law can only prohibit such actions as are hurtful to society. Nothing may be prevented which is not forbidden by law, and no one may be forced to do anything not provided for by law.” The third; (7) “No person shall be accused, arrested, or imprisoned except in the cases and according to the forms prescribed by law. Anyone soliciting, transmitting, executing, or causing to be executed, any arbitrary order, shall be punished. But any citizen summoned or arrested in the virtue of the law shall submit without delay, as resistance constitutes an offense.” These three rights of man ideally best exemplify the concepts that Locke upheld in his writing, they highlight the quality of thought that he made consistent in his theories and they reflect some of the better notions put forward in the document. In contrast to Hobbes for example who had less of an influence in the document Locke’s ideas seem to be much more consistent with what one would consider a “natural right”. In addition to this Locke’s writings cover a lot more ground on the issue of natural rights, how we should adhere to them as well as how we should ignore them, he makes it clear that we no longer live in a natural world but we are still natural beings. It is because of these points this essay looks at the way Locke’s Theories are presented throughout the document over many other philosophers who have been considered to have a major influence upon how the document was written. 	Comment by sammy alroub: This definitely needs a citation, it’s a fact of history. 	Comment by sammy alroub: The thesis needs work, I don’t think this is enough. 	Comment by sammy alroub: Maybe 4

3 arguments 
	The first right that will be examined is; “Men are born and remain free and equal in rights. Social distinctions may be founded only upon the general good.” This right reflects upon Locke’s idea of social distinctions. It was made clear that Locke believed the idea of social distinctions were important to any society based on the fact that they allowed for a person (or group of people) to hold a form of power. He is quoted saying:
“Political power then I take to be a Right of making Laws with Penalties of Death, and consequently all less Penalties, for Regulating and Preserving of Property, and of employing the force of the Community, in the Execution of such Laws, and in the defence of the Common-wealth from foreign Injury, and all this only for Publick Good” (Locke 268)
	In this excerpt Locke is stating that political power is more than making laws, it is also putting those laws in action, this is a social contract between the people of the society and the sovereign in which the people are giving part of themselves up to the sovereign. It is in this method of law where social distinctions arise and in Locke’s eyes this is all for the good of the public not the personal gain of the sovereign.
	The second right to be examined is: “Law can only prohibit such actions as are hurtful to society. Nothing may be prevented which is not forbidden by law, and no one may be forced to do anything not provided for by law.” This right seems to be enacted to protect the people from abuse of law or rather abuse of laws that do not exist. It states that without the explicit prohibiting of an action one cannot be prosecuted, however at the same time it also explicitly mentions that the law can only prohibit actions that are hurtful to society. This is important because it also rules out the possibility of one committing crimes against his fellow man with the intent to injure and have the defense of “it wasn’t mentioned in the law”. Locke’s ideas reflect this right consistently in his writings, he states this quite clearly in three separate quotes.	Comment by sammy alroub: Is this weak wording? 

 “Man in that state (of liberty) have an uncontrollable Liberty, to dispose of his Person or Possessions, yet he has not Liberty to destroy himself, or so much as any Creature in his Possession” (Locke 270) The second quote that reflects this point of view is as follows: “And being furnished with like Faculties, sharing all in one community of Nature, there cannot be supposed any such Subordination among us, that may Authorize  us to destroy one another, as if we were made for one another’s uses.” (Locke 271) The third is: “And that all men may be restrained from invading others Rights, and from doing hurt to one another, and the Law of Nature be observed.” (Locke 271) 	Comment by sammy alroub: Is there a better way to incorporate these three quotes? They get the point across but there must be a better way to “insert” them into the paper?
	These three quotes reflect the basis on which the 5th right was founded, the idea of natural law and its preservation prevailing over us. This idea reflects that the only position of power humans are in is that of each other, however humans have no right over the rest of nature and that which it contains (society). This idea protects people from the destructive force of other people and it ensure the overall wellbeing of a society, for this reasoning Layfette and his colleagues decided to refer to Locke’s documents for guidance when writing the Declaration. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]	The third right to be examined is a right of personal interest to each citizen and stands as such: “No person shall be accused, arrested, or imprisoned except in the cases and according to the forms prescribed by law. Anyone soliciting, transmitting, executing, or causing to be executed, any arbitrary order, shall be punished. But any citizen summoned or arrested in the virtue of the law shall submit without delay, as resistance constitutes an offense.” This right is important to the Declaration because it ensures that nobody is above the law, this refers to both Locke writings and Hammurabi’s code (the latter being slightly less important in this context). This is important for largely the reason standing that it protects the people from abuse of the officials of the law rather that the law its self, it puts the power of law in the law itself, only giving the power of enforcement to the officials of the law. This right refers to two of Locke’s most important concepts, first that of social contract, and second the idea of the state of nature. Locke talks about the idea of the right of punishment, and states “By the Right of Self-preservation, as every man has a power to punish the Crime, to prevent its being committed again.” (Locke 274) This quote refers to the idea that any man currently living in the state of nature it’s a given right that no harm is done to him by fellow man, and if a harm is done it’s his reprisal to enact a punishment. The first part of this right states that no one is to be punished unless they have broken a law, the second part ensures that nobody abuses it, and the third part ensures that it is acted upon (i.e.: the punishment.) Locke’s ideas are also represented in this right through example of this quote “…I desire to know what kind of Government that is, and how much better it is than the State of Nature, where one Man commanding a multitude has the liberty to be judge in his own Case, and may do to all his subjects as he pleases.” (Locke 276) 	Comment by sammy alroub: Is this reference even necessary? I don’t think so.

