
Lecture 7: Wednesday, September 25

The Heroic Age, Religion and the Gods

Reading: C/F 54-55; 142-153

Thessaly, Peloponnese, Cyclades, Crete, Asia Minor

(for map)

Θ θ  theta is for Theseus, hero of Athens

Hesiod’s Heroic Age = 1600-1200 BCE
= Mycenaean, late Helladic, late bronze age (mainland)

Exclusively on mainland 

What is a hero?

Someone who:

 -performs deeds of strength and courage

-often offspring of god and mortal 

-mortal (some exceptions)

- star of a war, quest, search, labors…
Hero Worship
-occurs after death
· Chthonic means from the underworld or in the underworld

·  Libations (offering that is poured to the hero in the underworld; could be olive oil or wine)
Heroes and Labour Myths 

Theseus (C/F p. 55)
-hero of many labors and deeds 
·  Minotaur (his biggest deed was killing the minotaur)
·  triumps over beasts and also men
·  Capture of Amazon (female warriors)
·  Antiope: amazon queen Theseus captures

·  Amazonomachy: war between Greeks and amazons because of his capture of the queen (C/F p. 152)

Herakles 

· Nemean Lion (first labor; monster lion; wore the lion’s head as a hood/hat always depicted like that after first labor) (C/F p. 55)
· Driven crazy by Hera (because she was always jealous of zeus’ girlfriends, she punished herakles because he was offspring with one of them; made him kill his children causing him to have to do 12 labors for king of Tiryns; deified)
· Lernaean Hydra & Stymphalian Birds: mycenean water management; telling us in the area of lerna there were many springs that were dammed up which led to myth of herakles; him and helper cut and saudered heads; hydra like hydro ie. Water)
· king of Tiryns

· Cerberus (C/F p. 153) herakles brought the three headed dog back from the underworld to return him to his owner
Heroes and Quest Myths

Odysseus: quest for home


Troy to Ithaka
· Scylla and Charybdis (Straits of Messina: separates Sicily from Italy )
· Odysseus uses his smarts not his strength like Herakles
Jason: quest for the Golden Fleece

· Thessaly to Colchis 

· Argonauts: sailors of the Argo

·  Argo: ship; means swift 

· Lay sheep skin at bottom of river and gold flakes would catch, when it filled you would take it out and have the gold

· Golden fleece from flying ram 

·  Medea: gives snake a sleeping potion so Jason can get the fleece; Jason takes her back to Hellas
· Jason was raised by the centaur Chiron as well

· Golden fleece reflects trade with that area of the black sea
Heroes and War Myths

Pre-Trojan War Myth or The ‘Other’ Bronze Age War Epic
Thebes  (Boiotia)

· Oedipus & the Sphinx (C/F p.88): greek sphinx are female, with lions body, wings and woman’s head
· Asked people that came by the sphinx riddles and you needed to know

· Oedipus knows the answer to the riddle and becomes ruler of Thebes

· Unknowingly marries his own mother and when he finds out he gauges out his eyes

· Inheritance struggle 
· Seven Against Thebes/Return of the Seven: one brother gets the throne and the other tries to take it from him
· Theban epic war cycle
Greek Religion Characteristics 
‘Glue’ that holds Greeks together; despite being far spread they all worshipped the same Gods
· Polytheistic
· No sacred text

· No priesthood; didn’t have to study to be priests; there were priests but it could be anybody that performed the sacrifices and rituals; there were also priestesses

· Religion embedded in daily life

· Emphasis on rituals and festivals 
· ritual animal sacrifice: procession to the altar
·  libation

· sanctuary: essentials are: a wall/boundary (could be lines in the ground), altar, and a temple was not necessary (purpose) 
· temple: was the house for the god or goddess (where statue was kept)

· worship took place outside the temple at the altar

· Inside temple was all sorts of offerings (gold, silver, ivory…)

· constituted the wealth of the people

Hesiod wrote Theogony is a genealogy of the gods
Anthropomorphic : looked like humans but were awe-some, powerful, immortal 

Ichor: blood did not flow in their veins but ichor

 ambrosia, nectar, and smoke from offerings was their food 
The Gods: Olympians, Mt. Olympus (Thessaly) was where they resided
Olympians offspring of titans Cronus and Rhea
Zeus (C/F p. 176):

· sky god
· Romans called zeus Jupiter
· Attributes: thunder bolt, eagle, oak tree 
Hera: (C/F p. 146): sister/wife of Zeus
· Marriage goddess

· Romans called her Juno

· Trojan war: sided with Greeks
Ares: son of zeus and hera
· War god (gruesome side of war)

· Romans called him mars

· Always armed

· Not widely worshiped despite the fact that Greeks were often at war 
Hephaistos (C/F p. 150): son of zeus and hera
· Blacksmith/ metallurgy

· Romans called him Vulcan

· Born with a club foot and was rejected by Hera

· Made the armor for Achilles (his second set after he lost his first because his friend took it)
· Best preserved temple in mainland Greece is his (Athens)
Aphrodite:  wife of Hephaistos
· Romans called her Venus

· In some myths she is the daughter of zeus

· Also depicted as daughter of Cronus 

· Lover of Ares

· birth: Botticelli Venus
· mother of Eros ( god of love; mental aspect; Aphrodite is physical side)

· sides with Trojans in Trojan war
Pan: (C/F p. 151) :
· man/goat

· Romans called him Faunus

· Ultimate rural deity 

· Invented pan pipes 

· Associated with sexuality 
Poseidon (C/F p. 146): brother of zeus and Hera 
· may be father of Theseus

· god of sea, horses, earthquakes 

· Romans called him Neptune

· Mentioned in Linear B

· Attributes: trident and dolphin 
Hades: brother of Zeus and Poseidon

· God of underwold
· Romans called him Pluto

· Non-olympian 

·  Chthonic god: worshipped with pouring liquids on the ground or putting things in the grund

· Master of Cerberus

· Husband of  Persephone

Demeter: sister of zeus, hera…

·  Mother of Persephone 
· Goddess of grain and agricultural fertility

· Romans called her Ceres

· Attributes: wheat, torch (because she needs the torch to go looking for her daughter who was kidnapped by hades and taken to the underworld) 
Hestia: sister of hera, Demeter, zeus…

·  Goddess of hearth or fire

· Prytaneion: town hall; every town hall had an eternal flame which she represents  
· romans called her Vesta
Athena: daughter of zeus and Metis

· Metis (C/F p 17 and 130)
· Romans called her Minerva

· Goddess of war, wisdom, weaving (crafts)
· Attributes: owl, olive, armor 

· Metis originally was the goddess of wisdom but zeus swallowed her
Artemis : daughter of zeus
· Romans called her Diana

·  Goddess of hunting, wilderness, life transitions (adolescent to adulthood) 

· Attributes: bow and arrow, deer, dogs
Apollo: brother of Artemis

· God of music, light, prophecy (sun puller god)
· Romans also called him Apollo

· Attributes: Lyre, Laurel, tripod cauldron

Hermes: son of zeus 
· Messenger of the gods

· Romans called him mercury 

· God of thieves, commerce and athletes

· Attributes: caduceus (special wand), winged boots, and sun hat 
Dionysos:son of zeus

· God of wine, theatre, good times

· Romans called him Bacchus

· Attributes:  ivy, kantharos (greek drinking cup with handles higher than the lip of the cup),panther skin around his neck, 

·  maenads (C/F p 150-151)  and satyr: companions of Dionysus ; represent wildness of worship of Dionysus 
Return of Hephaistos to Mt. Olympus
· Hephaistos made hera a golden throne

· Made the throne so sticky she couldn’t get out of it and she sat there until Dionysus persuaded him to come back and free her 
Images: Theseus (C/F p. 55), Theseus & Antiope (C/F p. 152), Herakles (C/F p. 55), Cerberus (C/F p. 153), Oedipus & the Sphinx (C/F p.88),  Poseidon (C/F p. 146), Artemis, Eros, Pan  (C/F p. 151), Athena (C/F p 17 and 130), Apollo (C/F p. 69)

Words to Remember

People: Hesiod, Theseus, Antiope, Amazon, Herakles, Jason, Argonauts, Oedipus,  Zeus, Hera, Ares, Hephaistos, Hestia, Poseidon, Hades, Pluto, Demeter, Persephone, Aphrodite, Eros, Pan, Athena, Metis, Artemis, Apollo, Hermes,   Dionysos, maenad, satyr

Places: Athens, Colchis,  Thebes, Mt. Olympus, Olympia, Tiryns

Terms: hero, chthonic, libation, Amazonomachy,  Nemean lion, Cerberus,  Argo, sphinx, Theogony, anthropomorphic, ichor, nectar, ambrosia, immortal, prytaneion, trident, lyre, tripod cauldron, laurel/daphne, caduceus, herm, kantharos

Map:  Thebes, Colchis, Athens,  Mt. Olympus 

Points to Ponder

1. How does modern hero worship differ from that of ancient Greece?

2. What other labours did Herakles perform? See C/F p. 152-153

3. How does the hero Herakles differ from most other heroes?

4. If Hades is a brother of Zeus, why is he  not an Olympian god?

5. Does the portrayal of Greek gods and goddesses in the movies differ from how they were perceived in ancient Greece?  If so, how?

6. In what ways does Greek religion differ from your religion? If you are not religious, how do you differ from the ancient Greeks?

Recommended Websites for Greek Mythology:

http://www.maicar.com/GML/
http://www.mythindex.com/
http://www.theoi.com/
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