Po 110 B – Introduction to Modern Politics: The State
Lecture 1
An understanding of politics is not a gift; it is an achievement – James John Guy, People, Politics and Govt
What is Politics?
· Way to push ones ideals and solve issues in a community environment
· Way to get you opinion across many people
· Complex
· Contested
· Cooperative
· Crucial
Defining Politics
· The science and art of government; the science dealing with the form, organization, and administration of a state or part of one, and with the regulation of its……
· Who gets what, when, how
· Politics is war without bloodshed while war is politics with bloodshed – Mao Tse-Tung
· A strife of interests masquerading as a contest of principles. The conduct of public affairs for private advantage – Ambrose Bierce 
Why is there such variation in defining politic?
· More of a political act in itself
· You take a stance by just defining it
Lecture 2
Structure of first tutorial
· Bring a copy of your first paper, include student number not name
· Hand in to ta to redistribute
· Follow instructions of ta to grade paper
· You must submit a paper but it will not receive a letter grade
· Paper must show some serious intent (get to 3 pages at least!)
· Participations is pass/fail
Structure of first paper
· 1,200 word, four-page max based on short text
· Your paper should include: student number, intro, summary, critical response, conclusion, bibliography
· Should be proofread
· Use rubric to prepare
Why such a cynical view of politicians/politics?
· Broken promises
· Feeling of an individual’s vote not making a difference
Politicians
· Waste public resourses (our tax money)
· Say anything to stay in power
· Can be influenced or brought
· Are disconnected from citizens and “the real world”
· Mask self-interest as public interest (distortion)
· See the world in zero-sum terms
Politics
· Is rooted in conflicts over interests, values, identities
· Reflects dominant interests; suppresses our true potential
· Is complex and confusing
We
· Can’t make a difference against the powers that be
· Have unrealistic expectations
· Lack info about important issues and events
· Do not make much effort to participate or become informed
· Share many of the same characteristics as politicians
Political Culture
· The collection of the understanding, values, attitudes, and principles of a community or society that relate to its political organizations, processes, disputes, and public policies.
· Those groups of people or intuitions that convey political attitudes ad values to others in society
· The family
· Educational institutions
· The media
· Religious institutions
· Peer groups
· Workplace
· The state
The dangers of cynicism in a democracy
Lecture 3
In the state of nature, life is “solitary, poor, nasty, brutish, and short.” – Thomas Hobbes (1588-1679)
Why does the study of politics entail?
· “Political studies is concerned with the governance of social units, the allocation of power and responsibility, and the relationship among political actors in society.” – (Maclean and Wood, 9.)
The scope of political studies
· What is the political issue at hand?
·   Who is involved?

Lecture 4 
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Test format
1. Define something and tell him about it
2. Take 2 terms define and explain and then relate them in terms to the course, within lectures
3. Big idea that cuts across the course, and then take parts of the course and make connections
What is the tragedy of the commons? What’s important about it?
How would the mainstream ideas solve the issue and why would they do it like that?
In Class quiz – results
Each needs
· A good paragraph
· An explanation (not a list)
· The ideologies should explain in terms of the dilemma in the former
The Tragedy of the Commons
· Idea popularised by Garret Hardin in 1968
· Individuals, acting independently and rationally according to each one’s self-interest (not just greed), act contrary to the group’s long-term interests by depleting a common resource.
· Example of the common pasture a good way to explain (sheep or cows)
· Dilemma – no individual pays the cost of overuse, and there is no short-term incentive not to use the commons (if I don’t, someone else will – non-excludability)
· Significance? Can be related to ecological issue
Conservatives
· Privatise with minimal state regulation
· Commitment to negative liberties and formal equality
· People naturally competitive -  all need freedom from restriction to succeed
· Natural hierarchy allows the best societal outcome
· Thus, it solves the dilemma as costs are now individual, and owners have incentive to ensure long-term viability in relation to short-term benefits
Socialists
· Public ownership with greater state regulation
· Commitment to positive liberties and substantive equality
· People naturally cooperative – many need freedom to act to succeed
· Hierarchies prevent the best societal outcomes
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Thus, it solves the dilemma as costs are now…..


