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Unit 1


1. Terry: “He really wants structures. Rules and patterns. His descriptions of people or situations are so neutral, so matter-of-fact. This is all his way of maintaining order. 
I agree with terry’s statement. Christopher has a very interesting character. He is very resolute on following certain logics and ethics, which he believes makes life easy for him. For example, he determines the nature of his day by the colors he observes around him. “4 red cars in a row, which meant that it was a Good Day, so I decided not to be sad about Wellington.”

Christopher is very good with measurements and perimeters, he draws a map of everywhere goes,it’s his way of feeling safe and becoming familiar with his surroundings.  “It was nice in the police cell. It was almost a perfect cube, 2 meters long by 2 meters wide by 2 meters high. It contained approximately 8 cubic meters of air.”

In various parts of the story, we read of Christopher’s shocking encounters. Whether it be discovering a dead dog, or telling the story of his dead mother, Christopher is numb of emotion. His descriptions of situations or people are very logistic and synchronized with factual elements. For example, as Christopher is charged with allegedly killing Mrs. Shears dog Wellington, and is being driven down to the police station, he shows no sign of distress or fear of being taken into custody. On the contrary, sitting in the back seat of the police car, he starts to describe the patterns of constellations and stars, and he later goes on to explain the rules on prime numbers. Incidents or tragedies have no effect on Christopher’s morale; he simply cannot feel any emotions. When he is afraid, he “doubles two’s” in his head to calm down. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Terry ends his comment by saying “This is his coping strategy.” Christopher is not like any other average boy. We know from the background of the book, that he is a patient of Asperger’s syndrome. His approach to life is very different from that of normal people. And given the type of lifestyle he has, he uses these logical strategies to give himself assurance of what he’s doing. 

