
Purpose

· To be able to correctly use APA citation style for in-text citations. 

· To be able to correctly use APA citation style for referencing. 

· To be able to use APA reference material to determine proper APA citation formats for any type of source. 

Resources

In-text citations are used in the text at the place that you quote another author, or refer to another author’s ideas. In-text citations in APA include:

· parentheses that enclose the entire citation, 

· the author’s last name, 

· and the year the source was published. 

In-text citations for direct quotes also include the page number from the text location in the original source. 

Signal Phrases
When you introduce sources into your work it is necessary to ensure that the ideas flow coherently. The following words can be useful in signal phrases, which integrate quotes and ideas from other authors into your work: 
explains, claims, asserts, refers to, cites, contends, compares, speculates, hypothesizes, concludes, recommends, states, discusses, suggests, describes, notes 
(University of British Columbia, 2012)

Examples: 
In her report on equity in the workplace, Surani (2013) recommends that, “employers create equity policies, and ensure that these are understood by all employees” (p.32). 
Cardinal (2011) concludes that all communications should carry a tone that is succinct with the company’s branding (p. 43). 
A strong workplace team requires consistent communication from all levels of the organization, and Opara (2009) compares the workplace to a flock of birds who “support and call to one another so that the flock appears to move as one” (p. 14).
Short Quotations:

 

When adding a short quotation to your work you must include the last name of the author or authors, year of publication of the source, and the page number. If the author is named in your signal phrase the author’s name should be followed by the year of publication: 

 

Ryer (2010) argues, “the expansion of several buildings has added value to the overall experience” (p.99). 

 

If you don’t refer to the author in your signal phrase, you will need to put the author’s name, date of publication and page number in parentheses after the quotation. 

 

He argues, “the expansion of several buildings has added value to the overall experience” (Ryer, 2010, p.99). 

Long Quotations:

 

When you use a longer quotation in your work (anything 40 words or longer) it must be placed in its own block of text without quotation marks. To add a longer quotation begin writing on a new line indented ½ inch from the left margin, and make sure all of the lines following are indented ½ inch as well, so that it appears as a separate block of text. The quotation should be double spaced, and the citation placed at the end after the final punctuation mark. 

 

Ryer’s (2010) focus groups revealed the following: 

 

Students who spent more time on campus, reported eating more meals bought

 

from campus food vendors. Of the students who ate from campus food vendors,  

 

over fifty per cent were interested in healthy options, and thirty per cent were  

 

interested in vegetarian options. (p. 200) 

 

 

Summary or paraphrase

 

When you paraphrase an idea from another author APA only requires that you cite the author’s name and the year of publication, but it can also be helpful to your reader to include the page number. You may include the author’s, or authors’, last name(s) and date of publication within the text: 

 

Ryer (2010) explains that students’ time spent on campus has been influenced by the change in the built environment (p. 99). 

 

OR at the end of the idea paraphrase: 

 

Students’ time spent on campus has been influenced by the change in the built environment (Ryer, 2010, p.99). 

 

Source with no Page Number

 

Sometimes a source, like an electronic source, will not have a page number. In this case, you can add information to help the reader locate the quotation or idea being referenced. If the document has numbered paragraphs, include the short-form “para” and then the paragraph number in your parentheses (e.g. Friesen, 2010, para. 6). If the paragraphs are not numbered, you can also cite the heading or title under which the citation can be found

A work with two authors
 

Both authors should be identified in the signal phrase or in the parentheses each time you refer to their work. In the text use the word ‘and’ between the authors’ names. In the parentheses use ‘&’. 

 

Ryer and Jorgenson (2010) argue… 

 

(Ryer & Jorgenson, 2010, p.99) 

 

A work with three to five authors 

The first time you cite the work you must cite all of the authors in the signal phrase or in the parentheses. 

 

(Ryer, Jorgenson, Kerr, & Vic, 2010, p.99) 

 

In any citations following use only the name of the first author and follow the author’s name with ‘et al.’. Do this in the signal phrase or the parentheses. 

 

(Ryer et al., 2010, p.99) 

 

A work with six or more authors 

 Use the first author’s last name followed by et al. Do this in the signal phrase or the parentheses. 

 

Ryer et al. (2010) discuss… 

 

A work with an unknown author 

When you refer, in the signal phrase, to a text with an unknown author use the title of the text. When you refer to a source in your work, be sure to italicize or underline the titles of longer texts like books, movies, television series’, documentaries or albums. Shorter works like articles, chapters, television episodes, or song titles require quotation marks. 

 

To refer to the work in your citation parentheses just use the first word or two of the title. 

 

(University Life, 2010, p.99) 

 

Organization as author 

To cite an organization as the author of a text, cite the name of the organization in the signal phrase or in the parentheses. If there is an acronym that the organization uses, include it in parentheses after the full name the first time the organization is cited. Every time after the first citation just use the acronym to refer to the organization. 

 

First citation - (Canada World Youth [CWY], 2010, p.88) 

Subsequent citations – (CWY, 2010, p.88) 

In-text Citation Overview
Your reference list appears at the end of your paper. Any work cited within your paper should appear in your reference list, and any reference should appear somewhere in your paper.  Here are some basic rules to follow when writing your reference list: 

 

 

· References should be double-spaced

· Each line after the first lin[image: image1.png]In-text Citation Overview
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e of each reference should be indented ½ inch

· The authors’ names should be written last name first followed by initials, and the reference list must be alphabetically ordered by authors’ last names

 

for example: 

i) a book 

 

Author’s last name, Author’s initial. (Year of publication). Title of book. Place of  

 

publication: Publisher.

   

 

ii) an online journal article 

 

Author’s last name, Author’s initial. (Year of publication). Title of article. Title of journal,  

 

volume number (issue number),  pages. Retrieved from website address

 

 

In your reference list you will most likely have different types of sources including books, articles, videos etc. The following is a list of the appropriate format[image: image2.png]. Place of
Title Publication ’
Publisher

Author name and

year of publication

Ryer, E. (2009). University Life: A Work in Progress. Toronto, ON: Gage Street Press.




s for different sources. For an extended list see the resource websites listed at the bottom of the module.  

 

Remember that for each reference listing, the author will be listed by last name and then the initial of their first and middle names (if given). 

 

Types of sources:

Book 

Ryer, E. (2009). University Life: A Work in Progress. Toronto, ON: Gage Street Press. 

 

Edited Book, No Section Author 

Jorgenson, H.,(Ed.). (2009). Stacks. Toronto, ON: Gage Street Press. 

 

E-book 

Ryer, E. (2009). University Life: A Work in Progress. Retrieved from http://www.ryelib.ca 

 

Newspaper article   

To reference periodicals in APA style, the page that the article is taken from should be referenced with a p. for single pages (p. C2) and a pp. for double pages (pp. C2-C3).  [image: image3.jpg]Author name and Article Title Journal Title
year of publication

Ryer, E. (2010). Campus food option comparisons. Journal of Comparative

Gastronomies, 55 (3), 15-45. Retrieved from http://www.journalcg.org
e -

Volume # (Issue #), pages Web address





 

(print) 

Ryer, E. (2005, December 28). University breaks for much needed holiday. The 

 

Eyeopener, pp. 1A, 2A.

 

(web) 

Ryer, E. (2005, December 28). University breaks for much needed holiday. The 

 

Eyeopener pp. 1A, 2A. Retrieved from http://www.theeyeopener.com/article
 

 

Magazine article  

(print) 

Ryer, E. (1990, April 9). Making the grade in today's schools. Ryerson Magazine, 129, 28- 

 

31.

 

(web) 

Ryer, E. (1990, April 9). Making the grade in today's schools. Ryerson Magazine, 129, 28- 

 

31. Retrieved from http://www.ryersonmagazine.com/article
 

 

Peer-reviewed articles/periodical 

In some journals the pages are numbered by volume, and in others the pages are numbered by issue. If a journal’s pages are numbered by issue, the issue number should appear in parentheses after the volume.  

 

(print) 

Paginated by volume: 

Ryer, E. (2010). Campus food option comparisons. Journal of Comparative 

 

Gastronomies, 55, 893-896.

 

 

Paginated by issue: 

Ryer, E. (2010). Campus food option comparisons. Journal of Comparative 

 

Gastronomies, 55 (3), 15-45.

 

*note that the issue number is not italicized. 

 

(web) 

Ryer, E. (2010). Campus food option comparisons. Journal of Comparative 

 

Gastronomies, 55 (3), 15-45. Retrieved from http://www.journalcg.org
 

 

 

Webpage 

Ryer, E. (2010, January 16). Ryerson Information Portal. Retrieved from 

 

http://ryerson.ca
 

 

NOTE: If you are unable to find a date, use (n.d.) for no date. 

As you cite your sources, you will notice that the authors of texts can range from one author to more than seven, or even no author at all. The following section will give you an overview of the different ways to cite different numbers of authors.  

 

Single author 

Last name first, followed by author initials. 

 

Ryer, E. (2010). Campus food option comparisons. Journal of Comparative 

 

Gastronomies, 55 (3), 15-45. Retrieved from http://www.journalcg.org
 

 

Two authors 

For both authors place last name first, followed by initials. Use ‘&’ instead of "and." 

 

Ryer, E. & Jorgenson, C. (2010). Campus food option comparisons. Journal of  

 

Comparative Gastronomies, 55 (3), 15-45. Retrieved from http://www.journalcg.org
 

 

Three to seven authors 

For all authors place last name first, followed by initials. All authors in the list should be separated by a comma except the last author whose name comes after a comma and the ‘&’ symbol. 

 

Ryer, E., Jorgenson C., Kerr H., & Vic H. (2010). Campus food option comparisons.  

 

Journal of Comparative Gastronomies, 55 (3), 15-45. Retrieved from

 

 

http://www.journalcg.org
 

 

More than seven authors 

If there are more than seven names, use an ellipses (…) in place of the other author names following the sixth author's name, and then provide the final author name.  

 

Ryer, E., Jorgenson C., Kerr H., Vic H., Rogers T., Mattamy, A., . . . Oakham, H.(2010).  

 

Campus food option comparisons. Journal of Comparative Gastronomies, 55 (3),

 

 

15-45. Retrieved from http://www.journalcg.org
 

 

Unknown author  

Ryerson Student Handbook. (2010). Toronto, ON: Gage Street Press. 

 

 

Organization as author 

Ryerson University. (2003). University Life: A Work in Progress. Toronto, ON: Gage Street 

Press. 

Reference List - Authors - Overview

APA Style - American Psychological Association

www.apastyle.org
OWL – Purdue Online Writing Lab

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/section/2/10/
Landmark College

http://www.landmark.edu/library/citation-guides/landmark-college-citation-guides/apa-citation-style-guide/
Memorial University Library

http://www.library.mun.ca/guides/howto/apa.php
University of British Columbia Library

http://www.ubc.ca/okanagan/library/citations/apa.html
American Psychological Association. (2013). The Basics of APA Style. Retrieved from

 

http://www.apastyle.org/learn/tutorials/basics-tutorial.aspx
 

Landmark College Library. (n.d.). APA Citation Style Guide. Retrieved from

 

http://www.landmark.edu/library/citation-guides/landmark-college-citation-
 

guides/apa-citation-style-guide/#Images
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LibraryBethel. (Mar. 1, 2013). APA In-Text Citations and References [Video File].

 

Retrieved from http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rs96zvHMWOc
 

The Writing Lab, & The OWL at Purdue, & Purdue University. (1995). Purdue Online

 

Writing Lab. Retrieved from http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/section/2/10/
 

UBC Okanagan Library. (n.d.). APA Citation Style. Retrieved from

 

http://www.ubc.ca/okanagan/library/citations/apa.html
 

 


