MUSI 1001 – Lecture 3

Chapter 3 – Musical Colour, Texture, and Form
Colour

· The tone quality of any sound produced by a voice or instrument

· Synonymous with Timbre
· The voice

· Colour partially determined by vocal range (Soprano, Alto, Tenor and Bass)

· Colour partially determined by style of singing (Opera, Blues, Country, etc.)

· Colour partially determined by individual characteristics (Training, physical characteristics)

· Musical insrumants

· Strings: sound produced by a vibrating string 
· Violin
· Smallest of the orchestral string instruments. Has the highest pitch. Often has the melody.

· Viola

· Slightly larger than the violin. Has a darker, more somber tone.
· Cello

· Large instrument, held between the performers legs. Rich, expressive tone.
· Double bass

· Largest of the orchestral string instruments. Performer stands next to the instrument. Adds weight and power to the bass line
· Harp

· A common folk instrument throughout the world. Sometimes added to the ensemble. Glissando: a rapid run up and down the strings
· Special effects
· Vibrato: A controlled wobble in the pitch produced by shaking the hand that holds down the string. Adds richness to the tone.
· Pizzicato: Plucking rather than bowing, the string. Results in a sharp attack that dies away quickly.
· Tremolo: Made by rapidly repeating the same pitch with quick movements of the bow. Musical effect.
· Tension and excitement when played loudly
· Shimmering quality when played softly
· Trill: A rapid alteration between two neighboring pitches
· Mute: A device played on the strings that dampen the tone. An object can also be placed in the ends of brass instruments for the same purpose.
· Woodwinds: Sound produced be a column of air

· Flutes

· The column of air is blown across a sharp edge. Originally made out of a wood. Piccolo is a smaller version: shrill and piercing tones.
· Clarinets

· Column of air blown through a single reed mouthpiece. A mellow, smooth sound.
· Oboe

· The column of air is blown through a pair of reeds (double reed). Gives a nasal sound
· Bassoon

· Column of air is blown through a pair of reeds. Large instruments, serves as the bass of woodwind family
· Saxophone

· Made of metal but sound is produced in the same manner as the clarinet. Occasionally added to the orchestra.
· Brasses: Sound produced by a column of air blown through buzzing lips and into a cup-shaped mouthpiece

· Trumpet

· High brilliant sound
· French horn

· First brass instrument to become part of the orchestra. Associated with hunting and mountains. Similar range and sound to the trombone/
· Trombone

· The only brass instrument that generates sound by a moving slide. Tends to have a clearer, more focused attack than the French horn.
· Tuba
· The largest brass instrument. Contributes to the foundation of the orchestral sound.
· Percussion: Sound generated by striking an object (Instruments of definite pitch)

· Timpani

· Also called kettledrums. The orchestra normally includes four timpani tuned to different pitches.
· Xylophone: wooden bars struck by mallets
· Glockenspiel: Metal tubes struck by mallets
· Instruments of indefinite pitch

· Snare drum, Brass drum, Cymbals
· The Symphony Orchestra
· The largest and most colourful ensemble
· Originated during the seventeenth century
· Conductor
· Prior to 1800, the orchestra was led by one of the performers, either a keyboard player or the principal first violinist
· After 1800 a conductor became necessary
· Larger ensemble
· More complex music
· Conveys the essential lines and themes of the music to the musicians
Dynamics
· The various levels of volume, loud and soft. Can influence our reaction to music pieces.
Texture
· The density and disposition of musical lines

· Can be dense and heavy, or light and thin

· Three primary textures in music

· Monophonic
· “One sounding”

· A single line of music, with no accompaniment

· Unison

· When people sing or play the same line

· Creates a thin monophonic texture

· Music that moves in parallel octaves is the still monophonic

· Creates a thicker monophonic texture

· “Hallelujah” Chorus from Messiah
· Orchestra and chorus sing and play in parallel octaves

