MUSI 1001 – Lecture 7
Josquin and the Renaissance Motet

· Imitation can also occur between paired voices

· All voices of equal importance

The Counter-Reformation and Palestrina
· The Reformation

· Began on October 31, 1517

· Martin Luther nailed his ninety-five theses on the church door Wittenberg, Germany

· Much of northern Europe joined the Reformation

· Churches made effective use of simple homophonic hymn settings

· The Counter-Reformation

· The Church of Rome reformed its administration and doctrine, as well as art, liturgy, and music

· Reform aspects debated by the church hierarchy during the Council of Trent (1545-1563)

· Only a minor part of their deliberations concerned music

· Objected to dense imitation that obscured the text

· The music Palestrina demonstrated that polyphony could be composed in a clear and dignified manner

· Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina (1525-1594)

· Born in the small town of Palestrina, near Rome

· Spent nearly his entire career at major churches in Rome, including St. Peter’s Basilica

· Called “the savior of church music”

· Compositions

· Mass for Pope Marcellus
· His most famous composition

· Demonstrated to the Council of Trent that polyphony could be clear and not obscure the text
The Madrigal
· Genre began in Italy, but soon popular in northern Europe, especially England

· Definition

· A composition for several solo voices

· Normally four to five voices

· Men and women could sing these together, a practice not allowed in sacred music

· Sung a cappella

· Most intended for performance by amateur musicians

· Text a secular poem, usually about love, in a vernacular language

· Vivid musical imagery of the text important

· Result was that many different moods and styles existed within a single composition

· Madrigalisms (hypotyposis, or word painting) sought to produce a musical gesture that exactly corresponded to the meaning of the word

· As Vesta Was from Latmos Hill Descending
· Composed by Thomas Weelkes and Published in 1601

· Part of a collection honouring Queen Elizabeth

· Text of mediocre quality, but offers numerous possibilities for madrigalisms
· Girolamo Mei: Letter on Ancient and Modern Music (1572)
