MUSI 1001 A – Lecture 1
Classical Vs. Popular music
- Classical also called “art” or “serious” music

· Possesses subtle qualities of expression, proportion, and balance

· Contains multiple levels of musical activity

· Rewards intensely active listening

· Canon of classical music was written by European and Russian composers between 1700-1900 (1700 classical to romantic to 1900 modern)

· Canons are characterized by having a melody that is imitated at a specified time interval by one or more parts, either at the same pitch or at some other pitch.

- Popular music

· Composed in a style that most people want to hear

· Pop recordings massively outsell classical recordings

· Musicians can be as talented and skillful as classical musicians

· Once thought not to possess multiple levels of musical activity

· Is this an aesthetic requirement for “good music”?

· Some argue (Adorno for example) that is tends not to reward active listening

· Multiple listening’s don’ t provide interpretations

· Listeners tire of “top 40” 

· When pop music lasts more than a generation it too becomes a “classic”.

Four Steps to becoming a good listener
· Focus solely on the music (active vs. passive listening)
· Work toward improving your musical memory and aural skills

· Learn to recognize forms, compositional techniques, and styles, and stylistic features of the music

· Practice the more you use your aural skills, the better it becomes

- Beethoven’s 5th symphony, and similar pieces considered highly organic (reflective of place and time).

- Beginning of 5th symphony is not a melody but a motive
Chapter 2 – Rhythm, Melody and Harmony
Rhythm
· Among the most primal of the musical elements
· The organization of time in music

· Divides long spans of time into smaller units

· Gives a shape or profile to the melody

· Provides vitality and definition to a melody

· Beat

· An even pulse dividing the passing of time into equal segments

· Present in all music

· It can be strongly felt or barely perceptible

· Often creates a physical response (tapping the foot or clapping)

· Rate of beat is called “tempo”

· Metre

· The gathering of beats into regular groups

· A group of beats is called a measure (or bar)
· Measures generally consist of groups of two, three or four beats (five less common)

· Time signature

· A numerical symbol indicating the metre

· Bottom indicates what note value gets the beat

· Beats within measure
· Downbeat

· First beat in measure

· Indicated in downward motion

· Greater emphasis

· Upbeat

· Last beat in measure

· Upward motion

· Pickup

· The pick up note that isn’t the beginning note of a bar

· Tempo is normally steady

