PHI1101- Chapter 1- Elements of Reasoning
Critical Thinking
· Definition: The systematic evaluation or formulation of beliefs, or statements, by rational standards
· Systematic because it involves distinct procedures and methods (not just gut feelings)
· Evaluation and formulation, used to assess existing beliefs and devise new ones
· Rational standards: beliefs are judged by how well they are supported by reasons
· Purpose: for problem solving, decision making and persuasion
· Arguments are a guide for evaluating our beliefs and actions

Sources of belief
· Family, school, friends, media, science, country, religion etc.
· Each social institution has its own history, which is nonetheless related to the others

Recognizing Arguments
What is an argument?
· A set of claims, one of which is meant to be supported by the others
· Premise: a claim put forth as a reason for a conclusion, or a claim given in support of another claim, premises state reasons for the audience to accept that conclusion
· Premises provide reasons (evidence, grounds) for believing that the conclusion is true
· Conclusion: a claim meant to be supported by reasons offered in that argument or what the speaker wants the audience to accept
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Questions, commands, exclamations and exhortations cannot be part of arguments because they make no claim, only declarative sentences can

Interference
· The process of reasoning from premises to conclusion (the move from premise to conclusion)
· Statements imply, people infer

Three considerations
· Length of consideration/arguments
· Can be nearly any length, ex: the point of a whole book is to make a argument
· Arguments (things with premises and conclusions) and disputes (not properly formulated arguments, getting angry with sibling or significant other)
· Good and bad arguments
· Bad premises do not offer adequate support for the conclusion

Recognizing Arguments
· Inference indicators (p.5)
· Implicit premises and conclusions
· Questions, commands, exclamations, exhortations
Premise indicators
· Premise indicator words are followed by a premise
· Ex: since, because, for, for the reason that, seeing as, as implied by, the reason is, on account of the fact that, given that, or, due to the fact that

Conclusion indicators
· Conclusion indicator words are followed by a conclusion
· Ex: therefore, hence, consequently, we may conclude, it follows that, this entails that, which shows that, here are some reasons why, thus, so, ergo

Conjunctions
· Join sentences and should not be mistaken for inference indicators
· Ex: and, but, also, nevertheless, besides, in addition

Implicit Premises and Conclusion
· Sometimes authors leave out one or more premises (or sometimes conclusions) when they make an argument
· This often happens because the author considers it to be obvious, or granted by the reader
· Arguments that have implicit premises or conclusions are called enthymemes (EXAM)
· Unstated/Implicit premise= the obvious, not written
· If something is left out, then the listener/reader of the argument needs to fill in the blanks. More interpretation is needed by the listener or reader
· *Any premise made explicit must somehow support the conclusion
· A hidden premise is noticed when we see a gap in reasoning from premises to conclusion
· The conclusion relies on the unstated claims, and so that claim needs to be made explicit to evaluate the strength of the argument
· (exam: implicit premise or conclusion, tell what it is)
· Explicit conclusion means premise is missing

Simple and complex arguments (EXAM- multiple choice)
· Simple arguments: have one inference from a premise or premises to a conclusion
· Intermediate Conclusion: a claim that is supported by other claim, or claims, but that itself also provides support for a further conclusion
· Complex Argument: has more than one inference

Exercises 
p.12
2. Today is Tuesday, so it must be the day of the test. 
So = conclusion indicator
Must be the day of the test: conclusion

4. so= conclusion indicator
Explicit conclusion, so premise is missing
Missing premise is that Tiny is a pit bull

8. Explicit conclusion: no such thing as just war
Premise: all war causes suffering of innocent people

10. Unstated/Implicit premise premise: to be a sport it requires you to have food speed, stamina or quick reflexes
Explicit premise: golf does not require food speed, stamina or quick reflexes
Conclusion: golf is not a sport

12. Conclusion explicit: Mr. Whewell wearing an American flag skirt is constitutionally protected
Premise: all forms of expression are constitutionally protected

16. Premise: for he is not denying any theistic claim
Conclusion: A child who has received no religious instruction is not an atheist
Unstated premise: An atheist is someone who denies theistic claims

18. Unstated conclusion: Animals cannot reason in the full sense
Unstated premise: Without language nothing can reason in the full sense

Complex arguments
20. Implicit premise: anything desired by everyone is desired
Premise: happiness is desired by everyone
Explicit Conclusions: Happiness is desirable 
			We should all seek happiness

Chapter 1,2 and work on exercises
For chapter 1, know what implicit means
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