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Communication Facilitates:
· information growth
· application of ideas
· assessments of quality 

· communication is important b/c it allows others to replicate and build off of a researcher’s work to advances theory or develop an applied solution 

Research is reported in a variety of formats in a variety of contexts 
· talks at conferences, posters and research reports 
· research reports include university class projects, thesis (undergraduate / graduate), w/i or b/w governmental or private organizations, research projects that are submitted to journals for publication 
· type that we will be focusing on is the research report for psychology journals
· discussed in universities, presented at international conferences or published for everyone to see

APA
· APA format is the style that psychologists use to communicate their results / ethics 
· APA = American psychological association

Why have a set format for communicating research results?
· with format held constant, people can focus on the ideas and results
· to better communicate results in a clear, efficient and unbiased fashion

APA Style
· formal
· language should be unbiased / clear
· published work should be cited

What is it like to read research claims in psychology journals? 

Abstracts
· summary of report 
· 150-250 words

Introduction
· situate research question in larger literature (background literature) 
· cite existing work in the area
· provide rationale and purpose for research study (e.g. describe what is missing in the literature and how the present study will advance knowledge)
· list hypotheses 

· secondary source – description or summary of someone’s work 
· e.g. media report of a study 
· e.g. introduction in journal that refers to another researcher’s research 
· primary source – first hand report of results or observations
· e.g. journal article or book 

Method
· provide a detailed description of what was done 
· recipe for the study 
· participant characteristics 
· number, mean, age, reported cultural background, etc.
· materials and apparatuses used
· e.g. questionnaires, heart rate monitor, hot sauce, scale, Wii game, etc.
· procedure, describe the set-up

Results
· summary of the data and data analysis techniques
· e.g. mean, median, mode, correlation, standard deviation, alpha level, t-tests, F-tests, chi-square tests

Discussion
· summarize the results and discuss the implication and limitations of findings

References
· all references cited in research report
· listed alphabetically, by the last name of the first author 

What do references look like in the main body of the paper?
· In parenthesis
· E.g. (Gable & Reis, 2001)
· In-text
· E.g. Indeed, Aron and Aron (1986) have … 

Finding research claims
· want to be able to assess the quality of the claim
· as a general rule, it is best to look for primary sources of research claims

How do you find primary sources in psychology?
· Use PSYCHinfo database is a common way to find primary sources in: 
· Journal articles
· Books / edited chapters
· [bookmark: _GoBack]thesis
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