Intro to Software Development
Lecture #2   Sept. 9th, 2014

Lab Location: Architecture 508

Objectives:
· learn some of the vocab associated w/ programming languages
· Learn how to use the Python shell as an interactive calculator, to investigate Python’s integer and real number datatypes
· Start learning how to build software experiments to help you learn

What is Python?
· One of the easiest programming languages to learn
· a great “first language”
· Not an educational toy
· used at Google, Industrial Light & Magic, Youtube.com, NASA, New York Stock Exchange, Disney,…
· rapidly growing in popularity among scientists and engineers from all disciplines ( replacing Perl, MATLAB, and for some applications, C, C++ and Java)
Vocabulary:
· Type
· Literal value
· Expression
· Operand
· Operator

Python: Interactive Mode

· Python evaluates expressions types at the interactive shell prompt (>>>) and displays the resulting values
· read-eval-print-loop
· We’ll now use the shell to start exploring Python’s integer (int) and real number (float) types
· Annotated shell transcripts will be posted on cuLearn
· You’ll continue with this in Lab 1
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