This year alone 96,830 people have been or will be diagnosed with colon cancer. That means that there are more than 96,830 patients, families and friends that have been or will be dealing with the mental and emotional effects of cancer (ACS 2014). Living with colon cancer can be difficult, not only will there be taxing effects on your body, such as pain and fatigue (Sun V et al. 2012), but your emotional and mental health as well. Patients tend to have a whirlwind of emotions that can change constantly and leave the patient feeling exhausted and confused (NCI 2014). After being diagnosed with colon cancer doctors recommend a lifestyle change for patients, which may affect their daily living. This includes eating healthier, and exercise. Additionally patients may choose to take time off work to better adjust, and to go through treatment (ACS 2014). Having a family member affected with colon cancer may be an adjustment. Seeing as 9/10 people diagnosed are over the age of 50 (ACS 2014), most likely the one being diagnosed would be a spouse, parent, aunt or uncle, grandparent, or brother or sister. Slight adjustments could be supporting their lifestyle changes, accompanying them to treatment procedures, and providing support. None of these would cause a large burden on the family. 
Cancer affects the society in a number of ways, mainly education, and charity movements. One main objective society has, is to educate patients, families, and the public. Seeing as how money can greatly affect those with cancer, money collection initiatives are ongoing. There is a huge economic cost, and every year billions of dollars are spent in association with cancer  (ACS 2014). There is a social responsibility to provide support to those dealing with cancer, and to improve research advancements. 
The most promising research advancement in colon cancer is in screening methods. Screening methods have proven to be the most powerful mechanism to stop the advancements of the disease when caught in its early stages, so as to provide treatment earlier (ACS 2014).
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This picture represents the cancer support system available to patient dealing with or recovering from cancer. This support can be in many forms such as family and friends, your medical support team, or a cancer support group. (SAAS 2014) 
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