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Concordia University

Department of Economics

ECON 318/2 – CANADIAN ECONOMIC POLICY AND INSTITUTIONS - Section BB
Fall 2014
Instructor: 


George Tsoublekas
H 1155-10  (SGW Campus)
Tel:  514-848-2424   Ext. 5576, e-mail:  george.tsoublekas@concordia.ca
Office Hours:


Wednesdays
14:00 – 16:00 p.m.

Class Lectures:

Wednesdays


18:00 – 20:15 p.m
Room: H-820
Course objectives

The purpose of Econ 318 is to interest students in issues of current debate in the public arena and to bring elementary tools of analysis to bear on these issues. So we will explore Canada’s efforts to get out of the crisis, Canada’s record on environment, if our Canada and Quebec Pension Plans are secure, if Canada is as ‘productive’ as the rest of the G8, the state of Quebec’s economy, whether we should introduce fuller pricing for some publicly supplied goods and services such as water, education and electricity, and so forth.  In all subjects, we will be spending some time on the underlying theory, before examining the policy applications.
Course Material

This course does not have a textbook. Obviously, the choice of topics could not be found in one source but in a variety of different sources. Many are available on the web, and students will be encouraged to access a number of those.  Nonetheless, an extensive typed set of lecture notes will be available on the course website each week. These notes will form the basic reading material.  Students must read about 30 pages of material each week and be able to write coherently in essay form.  There is only a limited amount of formal modeling.  
Evaluation

· Home Assignments 20%

Students will be required to complete 2 short assignments, one before each exam, consisting of numerical examples, interpretations of economic statements, and article reviews.  Details on their format and deadlines will become available soon.
· Mid-term Exam 30%

A mid-term exam will be held outside the regular class hours on Saturday, October 18.

· Final Exam 50%

A final examination (50%) based on the complete course will be held during the examination period. The final examination date is determined by the Examinations Office.

Important Notes

· A student who is missing the midterm exam for valid reasons (such as physician-documented illness) must contact the instructor immediately. The instructor has the discretion to determine the validity of the reasons for the absence and decide on further action.

· There are no supplemental privileges in this course (there are no extra credit questions, or make-up assignments, or exams).  Supplemental exams should not be confused with deferred final exams (which may be offered for medical reasons for example).

· Finally, note that the schedule of classes shown below is tentative. Due to statutory holidays, potential active class participation, or other unexpected events, the coverage of the topics may not correspond to the exact dates. Some material will not be covered in their entirety.  However, students will be responsible for their basic features. As a result, students should attend classes regularly.

                       Tentative Class Schedule:  ECON 318/2 Sec BB – Fall 2014 (Wednesdays)

	  1
	Wednesday, September 3
	Introduction – The Macro-economy – Gov’t Budgets & Fiscal Policy
	

	  2
	Wednesday, September 10
	Government Budgets and Fiscal Policy
	

	  3
	Wednesday, September 17
	Monetary Policy
	

	  4
	Wednesday, September 24
	Monetary Policy – Federal Government Transfers
	

	  5
	Wednesday, October 1
	Federal Government Transfers – The Economy of Quebec
	

	  6
	Wednesday, October 8
	Pricing Government-Supplied Goods and Services
	

	  7
	Wednesday, October 15
	Canada and Quebec Pension Plans and their Performance
	

	  8
	Wednesday, October 22
	Canadian Immigration
	

	  9
	Wednesday, October 29
	Economic Growth and Productivity
	

	10
	Wednesday, November 5
	Competition Policy
	

	11
	Wednesday, November 12
	Environment
	

	12
	Wednesday, November 19
	Unemployment and Employment Insurance
	

	13
	Wednesday, November 26
	Review
	


Correspondence

All correspondence in this class will be directed through Concordia email addresses only. Any email coming from any other address will be directed to spam immediately and will be neither read nor answered. If you have not activated your account already, please follow the instructions at

www.concordia.ca/it/services/email-for-students-office-365.html
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