	
	[image: image1.png]
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 (1 point)

	John likes to eat kippers for breakfast. He fries them in butter and eats them with toast. Which of the following best describes the above passage: 

	Student response:
	Correct
Response

Student
Response

Answer Choices
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a.

Argument

b.

Explanation
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c.

Description

[image: image5.png]



d.

None of the above
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	Score:
	0 / 1 
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 (1 point)

	The leaves of deciduous trees change colour in autumn. Since most of the trees around here have leaves that have already changed colour, it must be autumn. Which of the following best describes the above passage: 

	Student response:
	Correct
Response

Student
Response

Answer Choices
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a.

Argument
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Explanation
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Description

d.

None of the above
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	General feedback:
	This is an argument. The speaker is supporting a conclusion ("it must be autumn around here")with claims about the condition of the trees nearby.

	Score:
	1 / 1 
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 (1 point)

	The reason I need a CD-Burner is because the files I want to take with me to class are too big to fit onto a floppy disk. Which of the following best describes the above passage: 

	Student response:
	Correct
Response

Student
Response

Answer Choices

a.

Argument
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b.

Explanation

c.

Description

d.

None of the above
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 (1 point)

	Big Tony has to use a pen to dial his phone or else he gets a lot of wrong numbers. His fingers are too big for the buttons on his telephone. Which of the following best describes the above passage: 

	Student response:
	Correct
Response

Student
Response

Answer Choices

a.

Argument
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b.

Explanation
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Description

d.

None of the above
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 (1 point)

	The only reason Jim would say that the death penalty should be abolished is because he is a convicted murderer and doesn't want his sentence changed. In light of this, you can't take what he says about it seriously. Which of the following best describes the above passage: 

	Student response:
	Correct
Response

Student
Response

Answer Choices
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 (1 point)

	Despite what your high school band teacher told you, the accordion is not really a musical instrument. Have you ever seen it played at the symphony? Which of the following best describes the above passage: 

	Student response:
	Correct
Response

Student
Response

Answer Choices
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 (1 point)

	I find it extremely difficult to play for an audience. My parents pushed me very hard to be the best and always bragged about what a prodigy I was. When I played badly they would get terribly upset, so I began to be afraid that if I played poorly they wouldn’t love me anymore. Consequently, when I play I imagine all sorts of things going wrong, like having a memory lapse or dropping my Kazoo. Which of the following best describes the above passage: 

	Student response:
	Correct
Response

Student
Response

Answer Choices

a.

Argument
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None of the above
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 (1 point)

	Said as Mary steps on a tack: "Ouch!" Which of the following best describes the above passage: 

	Student response:
	Correct
Response

Student
Response

Answer Choices

a.

Argument

b.

Explanation

c.

Description
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d.

None of the above
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 (1 point)

	Cartoons are filled with violent imagery, savage behaviour, and interpresonal confrontation. Which of the following best describes the above passage: 

	Student response:
	Correct
Response

Student
Response

Answer Choices

a.

Argument

b.

Explanation
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c.

Description

d.

None of the above
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 (1 point)

	You should upgrade to windows XP. Since I did it I haven't seen the blue screen of death once. It used to happen frequently with my previous operating system. Which of the following best describes the above passage: 

	Student response:
	Correct
Response

Student
Response

Answer Choices
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	Total score:
	9 / 10 = 90.0%
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 (1 point)

	Whenever Austin needs to go out, he taps you with his paw. Since Austin is tapping you with his paw, he must need to go out. Which of the following best describes the above passage: 

	Student response:
	Correct
Response

Student
Response

Answer Choices
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 (1 point)

	Malcolm is the strangest kid. He was dropped on his head many times. Consequently, his behaviour has been affected. Which of the following best describes the above passage: 

	Student response:
	Correct
Response

Student
Response

Answer Choices
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Argument
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 (1 point)

	The reason I need a CD-Burner is because the files I want to take with me to class are too big to fit onto a floppy disk. Which of the following best describes the above passage: 

	Student response:
	Correct
Response

Student
Response

Answer Choices

a.

Argument
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Explanation
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d.
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 (1 point)

	I prefer ruby red to regular grapefruit juice. It is much sweeter than regular juice, which is usually quite bitter. Which of the following best describes the above passage: 

	Student response:
	Correct
Response

Student
Response

Answer Choices

a.

Argument
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b.

Explanation
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Description

d.

None of the above
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	General feedback:
	This is an explanation. The speaker is not trying to convince us that one kind of grapefruit juice is better, but is explaining his or her preferences.
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	1 / 1 

	[image: image73.png]
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 (1 point)

	Coffee is a drink made from coffee beans and hot water that is usually consumed in the morning. Which of the following best describes the above passage: 

	Student response:
	Correct
Response

Student
Response

Answer Choices

a.

Argument

b.

Explanation
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c.

Description

d.

None of the above
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	General feedback:
	This is a description. Coffee is simply described. No claims are explained and we are not given reasons for thinking any particular proposition is true.
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	1 / 1 
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 (1 point)

	Despite what your high school band teacher told you, the accordion is not really a musical instrument. Have you ever seen it played at the symphony? Which of the following best describes the above passage: 

	Student response:
	Correct
Response

Student
Response

Answer Choices
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 (1 point)

	The war in Iraq is immoral. The United States are really interested in protecting their oil interests. They have no real concern for the Iraqi people. Which of the following best describes the above passage: 

	Student response:
	Correct
Response

Student
Response

Answer Choices
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 (1 point)

	Shut the door! Which of the following best describes the above passage: 

	Student response:
	Correct
Response

Student
Response

Answer Choices

a.

Argument

b.

Explanation

c.

Description
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d.

None of the above
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 (1 point)

	Cartoons are filled with violent imagery, savage behaviour, and interpresonal confrontation. Which of the following best describes the above passage: 

	Student response:
	Correct
Response

Student
Response

Answer Choices

a.

Argument

b.

Explanation
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c.
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None of the above
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 (1 point)

	I;m not answering the phone. Some little kid keeps calling for her friend. It's obviously a wrong number and I don't want to get stuck with the long distance charges. Which of the following best describes the above passage: 

	Student response:
	Correct
Response

Student
Response

Answer Choices

a.

Argument
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Explanation
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None of the above
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	Total score:
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INSTRUCTIONS: For each of the following, specify whether it is an argument, explanation, description, or none of the above.
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 (1 point)

	John likes to eat kippers for breakfast. He fries them in butter and eats them with toast. Which of the following best describes the above passage: 

	Student response:
	Correct
Response

Student
Response

Answer Choices
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Argument
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Explanation
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 (1 point)

	The leaves of deciduous trees change colour in autumn. Since most of the trees around here have leaves that have already changed colour, it must be autumn. Which of the following best describes the above passage: 

	Student response:
	Correct
Response

Student
Response

Answer Choices
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	General feedback:
	This is an argument. The speaker is supporting a conclusion ("it must be autumn around here")with claims about the condition of the trees nearby.
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	1 / 1 
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 (1 point)

	The reason I need a CD-Burner is because the files I want to take with me to class are too big to fit onto a floppy disk. Which of the following best describes the above passage: 

	Student response:
	Correct
Response

Student
Response

Answer Choices

a.

Argument
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 (1 point)

	It has been suggested that the Latin word "claritas", which was usually translated as "clarity", is better understood as expressing the idea of the form of an object making itself apparent to an observer. Which of the following best describes the above passage: 

	Student response:
	Correct
Response

Student
Response

Answer Choices

a.

Argument

b.

Explanation
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c.

Description

d.

None of the above
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	General feedback:
	This is a description. The passage merely describes what people have thought is the best translation for the word "claritas". Although the passage claims that one translation is better than the alternatives, reasons are not given to prefer one interpretation over another, so it is not an argument.
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	1 / 1 
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 (1 point)

	Supervenience is a relation that describes the connection between sets of properties as dependence without reduction. Although the concept has been around for longer, Donald Davidson introduced it into philosophical discourse in his paper “Mental Events.” Which of the following best describes the above passage: 

	Student response:
	Correct
Response

Student
Response

Answer Choices

a.

Argument

b.

Explanation
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 (1 point)

	Ever since John's wife left him, he has hardly eaten, he never goes out, he talks to himself, and he hasn't bathed in weeks. Which of the following best describes the above passage: 

	Student response:
	Correct
Response

Student
Response

Answer Choices

a.

Argument

b.

Explanation
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 (1 point)

	The war in Iraq is immoral. The United States are really interested in protecting their oil interests. They have no real concern for the Iraqi people. Which of the following best describes the above passage: 

	Student response:
	Correct
Response

Student
Response

Answer Choices
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 (1 point)

	Shut the door! Which of the following best describes the above passage: 

	Student response:
	Correct
Response

Student
Response

Answer Choices

a.

Argument
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Explanation

c.

Description
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 (1 point)

	Ever since I was a little boy I have been afraid of clowns. I guess it all stems from the time my dad took me to the circus and was run over by that little car the clowns drive around the ring. Which of the following best describes the above passage: 

	Student response:
	Correct
Response

Student
Response

Answer Choices

a.

Argument
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 (1 point)

	You should upgrade to windows XP. Since I did it I haven't seen the blue screen of death once. It used to happen frequently with my previous operating system. Which of the following best describes the above passage: 

	Student response:
	Correct
Response

Student
Response

Answer Choices
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	Total score:
	10 / 10 = 100.0%


INSTRUCTIONS: For each of the following, specify whether it is an argument, explanation, description, or none of the above.
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 (1 point)

	Whenever Austin needs to go out, he taps you with his paw. Since Austin is tapping you with his paw, he must need to go out. Which of the following best describes the above passage: 

	Student response:
	Correct
Response

Student
Response

Answer Choices
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 (1 point)

	If you really want to learn about the development of cinema as an art form, you should study Citizen Kane. Orson Welles pioneered many cinematic devices that contributed to the evolution of cinema as a visual language and were extremely influential. Which of the following best describes the above passage: 

	Student response:
	Correct
Response

Student
Response

Answer Choices
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 (1 point)

	Brenda thinks dogs are nicer than cats. She had a little wiener dog when she was growing up and loved it a lot. Which of the following best describes the above passage: 

	Student response:
	Correct
Response

Student
Response

Answer Choices

a.

Argument
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	General feedback:
	This is an explanation. Brenda's youth is described to explain why she likes dogs better than cats, not to establish the fact that she has this preference.

	Score:
	1 / 1 

	[image: image179.png]




	Question 4 [image: image180.png]


 (1 point)

	Edward Norton is one of the most versatile actors of our time. He gave brilliant performances as a neo-nazi and as a terrorist with a split personality. Which of the following best describes the above passage: 

	Student response:
	Correct
Response

Student
Response

Answer Choices
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	Question 5 [image: image185.png]


 (1 point)

	We shouldn't buy a grand piano. It would be foolish for us to do so. We live in a tiny bachelor apartment. There is no room for anything that big in here. Which of the following best describes the above passage: 

	Student response:
	Correct
Response

Student
Response

Answer Choices
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 (1 point)

	With the pervasive secularization of Western culture, norms against euthanasia and suicide have to a great extent been cut loose from their religious roots. Debate now tends to dwell not on the wrongness of the act as such but on what may follow from its acceptance. Which of the following best describes the above passage: 

	Student response:
	Correct
Response

Student
Response
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Argument

b.

Explanation
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 (1 point)

	Because it was a hot summer, the crops are doing very poorly. The lack of rainfall this year is unprecedented. Which of the following best describes the above passage: 

	Student response:
	Correct
Response

Student
Response

Answer Choices

a.

Argument
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 (1 point)

	Shut the door! Which of the following best describes the above passage: 
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	Correct
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Answer Choices
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c.

Description
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 (1 point)

	That little boy took his teddy bear with him to his father's funeral. The bear makes him feel better and this funeral is a very upsetting event. Which of the following best describes the above passage: 

	Student response:
	Correct
Response

Student
Response

Answer Choices

a.

Argument

[image: image206.png]



[image: image207.png]



b.

Explanation

c.

Description

d.

None of the above

[image: image208.png]





	

	Score:
	1 / 1 

	[image: image209.png]




	Question 10 [image: image210.png]


 (1 point)

	I can't change your grade. If I give you a higher mark, then everyone else will want me to read their exams again. I simply do not have the time or energy to deal with re-grading 200 exams. Which of the following best describes the above passage: 

	Student response:
	Correct
Response

Student
Response

Answer Choices
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