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First Test: 60 marks worth 10% of final mark

Please answer each question on the pages of this test. If you need more space for your answer, please use the reverse side of the page.
FOR THIS SECTION THE CORRECT ANSWER IS IN BOLD: A MARK FOR EACH CORRECT ANSWER.

I. Please circle the letter that corresponds to the best answer. Each is worth 1 mark.
1. The defining characteristic of a deductive argument is that it is:

a) sound

b) valid

c) true

d) valid or invalid

2. Which of the following group of words is a collection of premise indicators?

a) Since; Hence; For; Because

b) The reason is that; Because; Since; For

c) The reason is that; Seeing as; So; For

d) Thus; So; Therefore; Consequently

3. The support that the premise or premises provide the conclusion for a nondeductive argument is discussed in terms of:

a) certainty

b) soundness

c) probability or likelihood 

d) validity or invalidity

4. Subjective relativism is the idea that __________________________.

a)
Truth is relative to societies.

b)
Truth depends on what someone believes.

c)
There is a way the world is.

d)
Some objective truths are about our subjective states.

5. Inference is:


a.)
The process of reasoning from premises to a conclusion


b.)
The process of validating the truthfulness of premises 


c.) 
The process of offering up false premises in an argument 


d.)
The process of evaluating arguments for validity 

6. Words that frequently accompany arguments and signal that a premise or conclusion is present are known as ___________________.


a)
inference indicators


b)
premises


c)
indicator verbs


d)
argument components

7. Probably the best advice for anyone trying to analyze or dissect arguments is __________.

a)
find the premises first

b)
paraphrase the argument

c)
determine the truth of premises

d)
find the conclusion first

8. Social relativism is:

a)
The idea that truth is relative to societies 

b)
Truth is different for each of us 

c)
Objectively true

d)
None of the above 
9. The function of an explanation is to ____________________________.

a)
try to prove that a statement is true

b)
try to show why or how something is the way it is

c)
try to show that something is the case

d)
try to show that a statement is in dispute

10. Conclusions that are used as premises in continuing a chain of reason are known as:

a) final conclusions

b) complex arguments

c) intermediate conclusions

d) enthymemes

11. Remarks and comments that accompany but are not a part of an argument are known as?

a) interference

b) noise

c) static

d) buzz

12. Arguments that have __________ __________ or ___________ __________ are known as _____________. Which set of words completes this sentence? 

a) implicit premises; (or) implicit conclusions; enthymemes

b) inference indicators; (or) inference conclusions; enthymemes

c) premise indicators; (or) conclusion indicators; enthymemes

d) conclusion indicators; (or) premises indicators; enthymemes

II. For each of the following on the line provided write what is implicit -- premise or conclusion -- and then write what the implicit premise or conclusion is. Each is worth two marks.

1. Well, it’s no wonder he failed his first test. He skipped more classes than he attended.

Implicit _Premise__

To pass a test one should attend more classes than one skips.
Or:

If one skips more classes than one attends, one will probably fail the test.
Or:

Attending class is a good idea if one wants to pass a test.

2. It is morally wrong to treat human beings as mere objects. So it is wrong to genetically engineer human beings.

Implicit __Premise____

Genetically engineering human beings treats them as mere objects.

3. I’m sorry, but you may stay in the country only if you have a current visa; and your visa has expired.

Implicit __conclusion__

You must exit or leave the country.
Or:

You cannot stay in the country.

4. Gangnam Style is a fad, and all fads fade.

Implicit __conclusion___

Gangnam Style will fade.
5. Living is a large metropolis like Toronto is much more stressful than living in a small town. Therefore, that must be why Jennifer is more uptight than her sister.

Implicit __premise__

Jennifer’s sister lives in a small town.
Or:
Jennifer lives in a large metropolis like Toronto.

III. Present the following arguments in standard form and provide a diagram for each. You may want to keep in mind that you may have to reformulate some claims, that explanations may occur, and that noise or redundancies may arise in some arguments. The value of each question is noted in parentheses.  
1. Spot is a dog. All dogs are animals. Thus, Spot is an animal. (3)

Standard Form: 

1. Spot is a dog. 

2. All dogs are animals. 

--------------------------

3. Spot is an animal
Diagram:

1    2 

--------

   ↓

   3

2. You should get rid of your bear because it’s illegal to have a bear in our town. Also, bears do not make good pets because they have a tendency to get violent with their owners. Finally, it takes a lot of money to keep a bear. (5)
1. It’s illegal to have a bear in our town. 

2. Bears [they] have a tendency to get violent with their owners. 

3. Bears do not make good pets. 2

4. It takes a lot of money to keep a bear.
5. You should get rid of your bear. 1, 3, 4
1    2            4         

 \     \            /

   \     3        / 

     \     \     / 

       \    \   /

             5

3. I love ocean beaches! They are a great vacation site for two reasons. They provide plenty of ways to relax. In addition, they provide plenty of ways to have fun. My favourite are on Prince Edward Island! But the accommodations there are getting more and more expensive and are definitely upscale. (4)
1. Ocean beaches [they] provide plenty of ways to relax.

2. They provide plenty of ways to have fun.

---------------------------------------------------------
3. Ocean beaches [they] are a great vacation site.
1     2

 \     /

   3

4. Because Henry has started on a weight-lifting program, and weight lifters are very strong, it follows that Henry will soon be very strong. And anyone who is unusually strong can make the football team. So Henry will make the team this year. (4)
1. Henry has started on a weight-lifting program.
2. Weight lifters are very strong.

3. Henry will soon be very strong.1, 2

4. Anyone who is unusually strong can make the football team.

5. Henry will make the team this year. 3, 4 
1------2

     ↓

     3------4

          ↓

          5

5. Look, this is really simple. Either we are sure beyond a reasonable doubt that the defendant is guilty or we have to vote not guilty. Now obviously we can’t be sure beyond a reasonable doubt that the defendant is guilty, since the only witness admitted that he was drunk and isn’t sure what he saw concerning the defendant. So, we have to vote not guilty. (5)
1. Either we are sure beyond a reasonable doubt that the defendant is guilty or we have to vote not guilty.
2. The only witness admitted that he was drunk and isn’t sure what he saw concerning the defendant.
3. We can’t be sure beyond a reasonable doubt that the defendant is guilty. 1, 2
4. We have to vote not guilty. 3
1------2

     ↓

     3

     ↓

     4

6. You are exercising too much. You are always tired, and exercise is supposed to energize you. You are losing too much weight too fast, and losing too much weight fast is a sign that you are using too much energy. (4)
1. You are always tired.

2. Exercise is supposed to energize you.

3. You are losing too much weight too fast.

4. Losing too much weight fast is a sign that you are using too much energy.
-------------------------------------------------------------
5. You are exercising too much.
​1-----2       3 -----4 
     \                /
       \             /
             5
7. Most university students are intellectually curious, and Jane is a university student. Therefore, Jane is probably intellectually curious. Thus, Jane is probably well read, because most intellectually curious people are well read. (5)
1. Most university students are intellectually curious.

2. Jane is a university student.

3. Jane is probably intellectually curious. 1, 2

4. Most intellectually curious people are well read.

5.  Jane is probably well read. 3, 4

1------2

     ↓

     3------4

          ↓

          5

IV. For each of the following arguments: (1) Identify which of the three nondeductive arguments that we considered in chapter three is used. Next, (2) state whether or not the argument is successful or unsuccessful. (3) If the argument is successful, provide a brief explanation for why it is so. Or if the argument is unsuccessful, provide a brief explanation for why it is not. Each is worth 2 marks.

1.  Data from Statistics Canada reveals that 18% of people who work in Ottawa live in Gatineau, Quebec. Joe works in Ottawa at the War Museum, so in all likelihood Joe lives in Ottawa.

Statistical Syllogism
Successful: Stats Can is a reliable source and the evidence or data supports the conclusion that in all likelihood Joe lives in Ottawa.
2. A recent study that monitored the health of ten residents on the west coast of British Columbia over a period of three years found that these ten individuals had higher than average levels of toxins in their bodies. Therefore, it is probable that all Canadians have higher than average levels of toxins in their bodies.

Inductive Generalization
Unsuccessful: The sample is too small and biased or unrepresentative to draw a generalization about all Canadians.
3. The defendant insists that he didn’t intend to shoot his wife. But the only conclusion that fits the facts is that he did intend to kill her. If he intended to do it, then he would have purchased the gun ahead of time, which he did. He would have taken her to a secluded place, which he did. He would have arranged an alibi, which he did. He would have a motive, which he does. All the evidence you have heard supports the conclusion that he intended to kill his wife, and you should therefore find him guilty of first-degree murder.

Plausibility Argument
Successful: Numerous instances or evidence (premises) that confirm the conclusion.

4. I recently read about a survey which showed that 90 per cent of Americans knew less about the Canadian political system than the average Canadian ten-year-old. Well, there’s an American student in my Canadian politics course, and I don’t know how he hopes to pass the course when he’s that ignorant to begin with.

Statistical Syllogism

Unsuccessful: The fact that this American is taking a course on the Canadian political system suggests that he would not fall into the category of the typical American.
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