Multiple Choice Questions

1. What is the definition of sociology, according to the text?

	a.
	The scientific analysis of primitive people.

	b.
	The systematic study of human society and social interaction.

	c.
	The methodological analysis of the politics of socialism.

	d.
	The academic discipline that examines individual human behaviour.


ANS:
B

REF:
page 4


2.
Which of the following people described sociological reasoning as the sociological imagination?

	a.
	Wright Mills

	b.
	Emile Durkheim

	c.
	Talcott Parsons

	d.
	Peter Berger


ANS:
A

REF:
page 4


3. Which of the following is one of the reasons discussed in the text to study sociology?

	a.
	Sociology enables us to see how behaviour is largely shaped by instincts.

	b.
	Sociology reinforces our common-sense knowledge.

	c.
	Sociology enables us to reinforce our established ways of thinking.

	d.
	Sociology helps us gain a better understanding of ourselves and the social world.


ANS:
D

REF:     page 5–6


4. 
Which of the following is the term used in the text to describe a popular but false notion that may be used, either intentionally or unintentionally, to perpetuate certain beliefs or “theories” even in the light of conclusive evidence to the contrary?

	a.
	contradiction

	b.
	misnomer

	c.
	falsehood

	d.
	myth


ANS:
D

REF:     page 5–6


5. The movement of people from rural to urban areas to find work in factories is a social process known as which of the following?

	a.
	urbanization

	b.
	urban sprawl

	c.
	the enlightenment

	d.
	industrialization


ANS:
D

REF: page 7

6. Which of the following people is credited with having coined the term sociology, and is considered to be the founder of sociology?

	a.
	Auguste Comte

	b.
	Max Weber

	c.
	Harriet Martineau

	d.
	Émile Durkheim


ANS:
A
REF:
page 9

7. According to a Durkheimian perspective, which of the following hold(s) modern industrialized societies together?

	a.
	anomie

	b.
	biological factors

	c.
	interdependence, due to specialized economic activity

	d.
	shared moral beliefs and values


ANS:
D

REF:
page 10


	8. 
	hi10. Which of the following research models has scientific objectivity as a goal and focuses on data that can be measured numerically?

a.

inductive

b.

qualitative

c.

both quantitative and qualitative

d.

quantitative

ANS:
D

REF:
page 15


74.
9. What is the main reason that sociologists review previous research?

a.

to help refine the problem and determine where gaps or limitations exist

b.

to decide on one or more of the research methods available for the research design

c.

to criticize the work of other sociologists

d.

to determine if they will be able to get their own research published in a scholarly journal

ANS:
A

REF:
page 19

12. By 10. By doing which of the following would you be participating in material culture?

a.

attending a religious service

b.

driving on a highway

c.

going to the theatre

d.

studying a new language

ANS:
B

REF:
page 33


7.
11. Which of the following terms would a sociologist use to collectively describe grain elevators, banking pin chips, and training in Cardio Pulmonary Resuscitation?

a.

material culture

b.

technology

c.

nonmaterial culture

d.

industrialization

ANS:
B
REF:
page 33-34




12. The text discusses a variety of criteria for norms of different types. Which of the following statements regarding norms is accurate according to the text?

	a.
	Norms have specific behavioural expectations.

	b.
	All norms are of equal importance.

	c.
	Taboos are a more serious type of folkway.

	d.
	Mores are the least important type of norm.


ANS:
C

REF:
page 40
 
13. Which of the following did Harry Harlow and Margaret Harlow’s experiments demonstrate?

	a.
	Social isolation has detrimental effects on nonhuman primates.

	b.
	Aggressive behaviour is unchanged by social contact.

	c.
	Monkeys are completely unlike humans with respect to their social environments.

	d.
	Social isolation does not affect nonhuman primates.


ANS:
A

REF:
page 59
14. Which of the following is the most important agent of socialization in all societies?

	a.
	the school

	b.
	the media

	c.
	the workplace

	d.
	the family


ANS:
D
REF:
page 61

15. Suppose you took a symbolic interactionist perspective on socialization in schools. Which of the following claims would you likely make?

	a.
	Daily occurrences influence students’ beliefs about gender and ideas about aggression or cooperation.

	b.
	Schools effectively select, train, and prepare individuals for placement in different positions in society.

	c.
	Teachers systematically evaluate and systematically compare students with one another.

	d.
	Some students have more ability to master the hidden curriculum than others.


ANS:
A
REF:
page 63


16.  Which of the following is composed of large-scale organizations that use print or electronic means to communicate with large numbers of people?

	a.
	social media networks

	b.
	mass media

	c.
	popular media

	d.
	alternative media


ANS:
B

REF:
page 63


17. A sociological perspective would attribute homelessness to which of the following?

	a.
	employment

	b.
	personal problems of the homeless person

	c.
	the growth of affordable housing

	d.
	poverty


ANS:
D

REF:
page 77–78

18. 
Which of the following do most Canadians who have never experienced homelessness take for granted the most?

	a.
	love and acceptance

	b.
	good health and medical care

	c.
	economic and social resources to meet their human needs

	d.
	happiness


ANS:
C

REF:
page 77–78


19.
Which group of people makes up the fastest-growing category of the homeless population?

	a.
	women and children

	b.
	aging men

	c.
	children

	d.
	men and women


ANS:
A

REF:
page 78

20.  Nonverbal communication can include vocal features such as inflection, volume, or pitch.
a) True*
b) False
REF:
page 89
Short Answer Questions

1. Define field research and describe the two key approaches to it.
2. Explain what is meant by the postmodern assertion that culture today is based on “simulation not reality.” 
  Provide examples.
3. What unique contributions do feminist perspectives bring to sociology? Be sure to note the main 
  assumptions of feminist theories.
4. Describe and distinguish between formal and informal norms. Provide several examples of each.
5. Define Charles Horton Cooley’ notion of a “looking-glass self” and explain how it develops.
6. List and describe the three components of personality central to Sigmund Freud’s psychoanalytic  
 perspective.
7. List and describe the main components of social structure, explaining how they all work together.

8.   Define and distinguish between ascribed and achieved statuses, giving several examples of each.
Good Luck!

