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LEARNING TO LABOR: HOW WORKING CLSS KIDS GET WORKING CLASS JOBS : Paul Willis
Ways of study working class ID
1) Ethnographic ( audience studious)
· He would hang out with them outside class/work –in social setting in order to better understand. 
· Working class kinds get working class job – jobs similar to their parents
2) Political Economy ( Institution/politics)
· Political economy : study in industries and institutions and policies
· 
3) Text/discourse
· Sometimes audience read texts in various ways – not the way it was intended to be read
· 
· 
· Teachers reinforce class division of working class 
· Interviews teachers
· Parents see in as laughable – don’t value the opinions of teachers or authority figures
· Bar tender turns on eye to the fact that they are underage 
· Doesn’t just interview them one on one but sees how the interact/joke with each other. 
· Importance of interviewing people in their social groups – to see their values
· He hangs out with them – is not an authority figure – fits right in – 
· Limitation
·  We don’t know the whole picture – what they aren’t telling him – as result he asked them to keep diaries – however they don’t spend a lot of time on the diary.

Themes: Working class identity and constructions …
“ Learning to Labor”
· Who are “the lads”?
· Hyper masculine – very concerned with aesthetics and dress
· Doing adult things – sexual experiences – know everything about their friends
· They can goof around with their mom ( moms are seen to care for them) but there dads are serious
· Skipping school to go to the pub – drinking – 
· Smoking – girls don’t smoke, lads do
· How do they construct their identities in opposition  to an “other” or “others”?
· Feminine identity
· Other students seen as keener 0 
· “the opposition is expressed mainly as style. It is lived out in countless small ways which are special to the school institution, instantly recognized by the teachers, and an almost ritualistic part of the daily fabric of life or the kids” ( p12)
· Symbolic symbol” “ opposition to the school is primarily … ( pg 26)
· Symbolic Space
· What are the informally enforced rules of the lads?
· You don’t sleep with another lads girlfriend
· Don’t snitch on each other – very little respect for those who do
· Give a cigarette – expect to get one back
· To break the rules – go agaist authority
· What is the ultimate goal for the lads?
· Why do they still go to school?
· Place for them to all get together – its fun – to have a laff ( one of the most important things in life)
· Ultimate goal: have a laff 
· Working class “ counter-school subculture”
· Does Willis suggest the lads are “active” or “complicit” in the construction of their own identities?
-
- Interpellations? 
-  they interpolate to the working class identity
Hegemony?
· Idea that they will never cross boundaries and become part of the elite – the lads have agreed in some way with this system
· 
· Birmingham School ( cultural studies)
· Frankfurt School ( Marxist)
Learning to labor
· Commercial but negotiated tastes
· “.. it should be recognized that the way in which it is taken up and used by the young can have an authenticity and directness of personal expression missing from ..” 
· Willis ultimately suggest that the attitude cultivated in the school is continuous in the work context
· Resistance to authority
· Value of physical labor over mental labor
· Reproduction of the domestic structure
· Reproduction of the domestic structure
· Reproduction of tense race and class relations
· Attitidues
Female Identity
· Women: sheepish/indirect/giggling
· “ the girls are clearly dominated, but they collude in their own domination” ( 46)
· Is the concept of hegemony implicit in identity construction, according to Willis?
· Lads wont date a women who has had too much sexual experience


Barbara Ehrenreich
· Journalist – did a lot of undercover work
· Books: Bright-sided, bail and switch, nickel and dimed
· Learned she couldn’t survive on jobs of the working class
· Just trying to care for herself ( no kids) and found it was basically impossible
· 

Richard Burtch
Media and Class Representation
· Working-class males portrayed as buffoons
· Dumb
· Immature
· Irresponsible
· Ralph Krandem type
· Typically well-intentioned and loved, but not a serious role-model ( homer simpson, ref Flintstone and Archie bunker) 
· Other examples of the working class buffoons; kind of queens ( Doug), according to Jim ( Jim)
· Often more sensible and attractive wife fitting ideal beauty standards
· Middle/upper class families often do not include a buffoon
· The cosby show
· The brady bunch
· 
