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Michel Foucault 
History of Sexuality + Introduction
· Formation of sexuality as a discursive social construct
Judith Butler on Gender 
· Gender as a social construct + the formation of gender
· Morality and gender
· Prescriptions that gender suggests
· Gendering (like sexuality) – A kind of assignment or even a command
· When a baby is born and the genitalia is identified (it’s a boy, it’s a girl)
· You never hear it’s a lesbian etc. 
· Less of a descriptor, more of an assignment 
· Gender is performative, gender preexists and we self-constitute it
· Socialization process of gender being assigned at birth 
· One is “hailed” (interpolated) by gender identities
· People perform gender, reproducing norms that are pre-existing
· There is some agency + creativity in performing gender, but ppl are limited by the identities that are normal 
· Normative semiotics eg. Crossdressing is non-normative, the resistance is in relation to heteronormativity, part of the behavior has been prescribed by what is normative 
· Even something that is non-normative is in relation to the norm
· Some agency, but most of it has been prescribed
· Goffman + performativity of identity, stage performance of ourselves, we have a creative process for our performance
· “Gender norms operate by requiring the embodiment of certain ideals of femininity and masculinity, ones that are almost always related to the idealization of the heterosexual bond”  - Butler 110
· Policing and shaming by mainstream 
· Online social networks etc. 
· Posing/ performing gender in pictures, panopticism + internalization of what’s acceptable in terms of being perceived the way they want 
· Institutions of policing -> internet
· Female gender is “stylized repetition of acts” are considered normal female behavior (Thiel Stern citing butler) 
· Not fully creative, but can still be creative + resistant
· 

Sexuality – the formulation of oneself as an ethical subject
· The arts of existence/techniques of the self
· Prescriptive system
· Power and knowledge relationship, categorizing behaviours related to sex 
· How to act upon, transform, and monitor oneself
· Social institutions provide techniques of the self
· The way in which people understand themselves
· Moral codes
· Sexuality as historically contingent, therapy to provide normativity etc. people had to reform
· Morality
· By morality one means a set of values and rules of action that are recommended to individual through the intermediary of various prescriptive agencies such as the family (in one of its roles) educational institutions, churches, and so forth” 
· Focus on shaming morality + the self
· 4 figures/ activities that are problematized in a modern context
· hysterical woman, hystericization of the female body, irrational women
· sexuality in relation to children, children are supposed to be outside of the regime of sexuality, masturbation becomes problematized
· regulation of birth, too many children vs. no children
· Perverse adult, pornography etc.
· Not suggest there is a sexuality which is prediscursive, but geneology of sexuality itself
· Resistance to normativity is still in relation to the norm, self constitution
· Mechanisms + institutions that prescribe normative behaviours
· Categories of sexuality – asexuality, homosexuality, heterosexuality etc.
· Normative behaviours grouped into that regime 
· Shift from relations in terms of sexual activities into sexuality regime
· Class system, alliances/allegiances
· Family name through children
· Payment during marriage. Economic alliance
· Social standing through pairing of people
· Enlightenment + liberal shift – people in control of destinies
· Individual rights, less focus on heredity
· Focus on self reform, panopticism, normativeness, morality
· Panopticon – 
· Prison designed by Jeremy Bentham in 1787
· Power is made efficient through the omnipresent possibility of surveillance and resulting self-governance/regulation
· Normative behavior regulation + self governance 
· Power – Knowledge structure
· Socially being judged, others are observing them -> self regulation + self reforming to fit the guidelines
· Allison Hearn – Structuring Feeling
· Online ranking and the digital reputation economy
· How is this a form of labour?
· Who profits? 
· corporations
· Immaterial labour – what is it?
· Being watched, activities are being observed 
· Put into data and on the internet, form of labour 
· “The labour that produces the informational and cultural content of the commodity” demands that the worker put his or her own life experience, communicative competency, and sense of self into the job. In other words, with immaterial labour, the very stuff of human subjectivity is put to work for capital.” 
· Twitter, tumblr, brands, etc. is all immaterial labour
· Shift away from working self (physical) to reputation 
· “In the post-fordist era, then, we see a shift from a working self, to the self as work in the form of self-brand with reputation as its currency” 
· Reputation – What is it?
· Reputation is a quantifiable value for the market
· Reputation is the commodity
· Sentiments
· Not just a brand, but many resources help with branding
· Linked with “attention-getting itself, by any means necessary including expressing feelings and opinions online” (Hearn p423)
· Becomes a part of branding – in this process, sentiments are de-individualized and de-particularized 
· Who profits?
· Feeling-intermediaries
· Social media intelligence specialists – statisticians and other experts who analyze this data as well as brand managers and marketers
· 
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