Week 1: Lecture
Politics:     Greek:Polis: City-State 

Decision Making Mechanics
     -Previously society did not have such a need for politics and decision making stress. 

System for Conflict Resolution 
     -Human behaviour (aggressive/competitive) results in conflict 
     -Courts are used for conflict resolution, not always fair 

Authoritative Allocation of Values 
     -Wealth is unequally distributed, the 1%
     -Average persons income has not been growing but, it has been for the wealthy 
     -To much focus on wealth in politics, business man =/= politician 

Search for a Just Society 
     -What kind society/gov is best/most just? 
     -

Week 1: Lab
Empirical v.s Normative 

Empirical: fact based approach in study of politics 
     -Come to conclusions from facts
     -Looking at the world is, more realistic 
     -Will not make a valued judgement

Normative: fact based with a ethical/moral element 
     -As it should be, idealistic 

Power: 
1. Influence: Persuasion
2. Coercion: Use of or threat of force 
3. Authority: Legitimacy, obligation, the right thing to do 
1. Traditional: Inheritance, Divine Right of Kings (Will of God) 
2. Charismatic: Ability to bring out emotion, rally people, Hitler, Ghandi, Obama 
3. Legal/Rational: Political power, voted power 

Week 2: Lecture
Democracy -> Demos (Greece)
The people can be wrong. 

1) Direct 
     -Referendum: involves all citizens, a large vote. ex. separation of Quebec; WWI draft
     -Initiative: petiton or other platform to force a vote.
     -Recall: petition to recall a previous decision. ex. Arnold Shw: elected in California after a recall. 

2) Representative 
     -Reperesentative: elected representative that makes decisions for a set of people.
     -Political Equality: Everyone has the right to vote.
     -Popular Consent: The people have to give thier consent to the gov.
     -Personal and Plotical Freedoms: freedom of religion, expression and press.
     -Majority Rule: majorities can be wrong, tyranny of the majority: taking away from minority rights
     -Rule of Law 

State
     -Institutions of political authority ex. parliament, military 
     -Only one that can use FORCE ex. take away property, large fines, the can
     -4 Components:
          1)Territory: ex. Nauru 
          2)Population: quality of population; cooperation, education
          3)Sovereignty: independence ex. Canada has the greatest amount of external economic ownership within a country. 
          4)Government

Nation 
     -People
     -Nationalism: more apparent in French Canada, English Canada is not as apparent, harder to differentiate. 

Government 
     -PM, party; Is active can change but the state doesn’t change 


Week 2: Lab
Part 1
Pluralist: no one group dominates, no one is fully in power at one time. Gov. tries to spread the wealth. 

Elitist: small elite group, approx. 5000 people control the Canadian economy 
     -Reduce taxes.
     -Remove rules that regulate stock market rules, so they can make more money. 


Part 2
1. Print 
     -Printing Press (1500's)
     -Expansion of scientific knowledge, mapping, 
     -Affect on democracy; questions being asked, legitimacy of monarchies, overall knowledge was greater 

2. Electronic 
     -Telegraph, telephone, radio,  film (1890), television (1950)
     -Television: most influential of all mass media, most people rely for news 
          -Infotainment 

3. Digital 

Week 3: Lecture
Functions of Mass Media 

1. Information 
Problems: 
-Biased
-Simplified, all details are not given 
-Information overload: such a large amount of information out there (internet) hard to decipher real good info. 

2. Entertainment 

3. Socialization 


What Media Should Be: Theories 

1.Liberal 
-Supply x Demand 
-No gov intervention 

2. Social Responsibility 
-Government ownership (BBC -> CBC)
-Regulation (CRTC), preserve and enhance Canadian culture  
     -Certain amount of Canadian made broadcasting required by private broadcasters 
     -Adress issues important to Canadians and build Canadian culture 
-Subsidies 
     -Telefilm Canada 
3. Authoritarian 
-Vladamir Putin 

4. Marxist 
-Mass media is fundamental to maintaining capitalism 
1. Accumulation 
2. Legitimization of economic system, legitimize people who are rich already
     - False consciousness: The Matrix 

Week 3: Lab
Brooks Filters
1. Economic 
Will do anything to make a profit 
2. Legal Regulatory  
3. Technological
People get used to fake technological advancement and it becomes a standard  
Audiences these days have very short attention spans, patience or ability to sit through slow uneventful is very rare 
Jolts per minute, JTM 
     -From playing very rapid motion video games  
4. Idealogical 
Movies will reflect a countries political position 
     -Movies about communist soviet union in the US
     -Films reinforce America is the land of opportunity and freedom 

Week 4: Lecture/Lab
Lecture: 
Wag The Dog

Lab: 
Media thinks that television is the most unbiased. 
Albania: People are unsure about the country, it is not known 

Bill Clinton: 
-had a sex scandal, America covered up with talk of nuclear weaponry in Sudan 

Grenada: 
-Reagan was under fire when some marines were killed 
-Cover up: Students in Grenada were in trouble, marines were sent in to save them 

Iraq: 
-No absolute evidence has ever come up that Sadam and Bin Laden have ever even met 
     -Also no evidence there was any weapons of mass destruction, CIA was pushed to report that the weapons were in fact there 

Pat Tillman: Allstar Linebacker 
-Left his NFL career to go serve in Iraq after 9/11, killed through friendly fire 

Apollo Moon Landing Conspiracy 
The Shining: hidden messages, Bradley Cooper 
Documentary: Room 237 

Week 5: Lecture
Edward Muybridge (1877)
First person to product motion in a picture 

J. Marey 

W. Dickson 
Worked with Thomas Edison, reduce jumping in film 

Thomas Edison 
Parlour with moving images, 90 sec in New Jersey or New York 
Very simple and short film ex. chickens in a barn 
Had monopoly in the film industry, stole a lot of Lumiere Bros ideas

Lumiere Bros (1894)
Had bigger and better screen than Edison

George Melies 
A Trip To The Moon

E Porter 
The Great Train Robbery 
     Notable Innovations:
          Used a variety of locations
          A lot more camera movement 
          Disolved editing 
Assisted Thomas Edison 

D.W. Griffin 
Spectacular films, sets more elaborate, stories more serious, larger budget, larger sets 
Proved people will pay money for these type of movies 
Intolerance 
     Set of Babylon in a hollywood lot, huge set
Birth of a Nation 
     After freeing of slaves, many stereotypes and the hero is the KKK
First to make longer films, feature length films

Film studios moved to Cali 


United Artists:
William Hart 
Mary Pickford
Charlie Chaplin 
Douglas Fairbanks 
D.W. Griffin 
     Extremely successful in 1920s 
          Original Zoro, Three Musketeers, Robin Hood, The Gold Rush 


Movie production was made to be more efficient, everyone had one job.
     One specialty film makers don’t have a variety of skills anymore. 

Montgomery Film Industry Shocks

1. Recession, less money to be spent on movies. 
2. Roosevelt was a progressive president. Wanted to make sure rich paid their dues, went after film industry monopoly. Rooselvelt went to war with the film industry, many law suits. 
3. Many European countries were under construction after WWII. Revenues were severely decreased from the EU front. 

Week 6: Lecture
1. Disney: 42.2 B
2. News Corp: 33.7 B
3. Time Warner: 28.7 B
4.  Viacom: 14.9 B
5. Comcast: 30 B
6. Sony/Colombia: 8 B

Concentration of ownership/ Convergence: Different companies come to thither under one. 
     People think most of the worlds culture is under the control of these select few companies. People may be learning too much from these organizations. Disney -> Kids 
Cultural products are the number one product of the US. Television shows, movies music. 

Homogenization of product to reduce risk. Stick with known success. 

Ancillary Rights + Markets 

Product Placement 

Cultural Imperialism
     US has effect on all other culture, their values seep into other cultures 
     French giving up on homemade bistros and more into mcds and fast food
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